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UniTED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 1

ANNIE LANGE, OF LEICESTER, ENGLAND.

SKIRT-ELEVATOR.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 455,752, dated July 14, 1891.
Applieation filed August 11, 1890, -Serial No. 361,694, (No model,) Patented in Englanﬂ J miuary 28,1890, No. 1,477.
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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ANNIE LANGE, a subject
of the Queen of England, residing at Leices-

- ter, in Kngland, have invented certain new
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and useful Improvements in or Relating to
the Suspending of Ladies’ Dresses and other
(rarments, (for which T have made application
for Letters Patent in Great Britain, dated
January 28, 1890, No. 1,477,) of which the fol-

lowing is a specification. S
- This invention has reference to the sus-

pending of ladies’ dresses-and other garments
and to means therefor, and is designed to en-
able a lady to temporarily or permanently
shorten her garment at will, so as to decrease

the liability of the lower part of the dress be-

coming disfigured in wet or dirty weather,
and also to obviate the necessity for a lady

to hold her dress up by hand, as is now neec-

essary with garments of ordinary make.
Aceording to this invention there is sewed

or otherwise attached in a convenient Pposi-

tion on preferably the upper part of the dress-

~skirt two or a series of hooks or equivalent

fastenings connected together by a transverse
strap or band of a suitable material, and at-
tached to the lower part of the skirt there is
a corresponding number of loops or suitable
fastenings also fixed upon a transverse band
and adapted to be supported on and by the
hooks. From this it will be readily under-
stood that when it is desired to raise the skirt
from the lower part all that is necessary is to
place the loops on. the hooks and the skirt is
thus raised a desired distance from the ground

to prevent its contact with the dirt or wet
and at the same time to retain the skirt at a

convenient walking length. .

The invention may be more clearly under-

stood by reference tothe accompanying draw-
ings, illustrating the device or contrivance 1

employ for the purpose mentioned. |
Figure 1 is a partial view showing the loops |

and hooks engaged. Fig. 2 is a plan view of
a'device adapted to be secured near the up-
per part of the back of the dress-skirt. Fig.
3 is a similar view of one of the strips or
plates provided with two sets of loops. Fig.

4 18 a similar view of a bottom strip or plate..

Fig. 5 18 a view illustrating the device ap-
plied to a dress-skirt. |

Fig. 2 represents a device which is secured |

- — e ——

through the holes I. The T-shaped plates
or straps D areinclined at an angle, as shown,

| in a convenient -positionhnear the 'uppérr part
of the back of the dress-skirt by stitching

55

s0 that the cross-pieces may be secured to the

back of the waist of the skirt, the lower ends
of the plates D being secured to or formed

integrally with a horizontal plate, strap, or

6o

equivalent B, jointed or movably pivoted at

C to permitof any deviation from the'straight
line on account of the eross-pieces of the plate

D being fixed at the angle,asshown,and to con-

form to the various movements of the dress
during wear. The said plate B is also de-
tachable at C, so astobeadapted for use with
dresses which open at the back instead of at

‘the side and for other needful purposes, and

is provided with hooks A, upon which the
loops E of Fig. 3 may be hung, as hereinafter
described. - .

- The device shown in Fig. 3 is fixed on the
dress-skirt a convenient distance below that
shown in Fig. 2 by stitching through the holes
F. It is provided with loops E near the outer
ends of the strap or plate B for hanging on
the hooks A, Ifig. 1, when it is desired to

shorten the dress-skirt. It is also furnished
with hooks A, upon which the loops K of the

device shown in Fig. 4 may be placed.
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The device shown in Fig. 4, consisting of

the strap or plate B.and loops E,is secured

‘near the lower end of the dress-skirt.

It will be understood that the before-men-

tioned devices are secured in position be-

tween preferably the dress-skirt and the lin-

ing of the dress, and that all that is necessary

to shorten the skirt is to place the loops E, -

Fig. 4,upon the hooks A in Fig. 3,ortheloops
in Fig. 3 on the hooks in Fig. 2.
Fig. 1 shows the loops and hooks of

The distance the devices Figs. 2, 3, and 4
are to be fixed from each other may be deter-

mined according to the maximum and mini-

mum distances the dress-skirt is to be short-
ened. A convenient immethod is to make the

distance between the parts shown in Figs. 3
and 4, when fixed on a dress-skirt, equivalent
to the minimum extent theskirtis to be short- |
ened, and the distance between those shown

in Ifigs. 2 and 3 equivalent to the maximum

QO

_ IF1gs. 3
‘and 4, respectively, engaged as when the skirt
18 shortened. | |

I00




10O

20

DD

distance the skirt is to be shortened.

be done when bemﬂ‘ worn by Lhe wearer ei-

-gaging the loops and hooks, as before men-

tioned, and as illustrated in Figs. landd. The
transverse bands or supporters B serve to

- keep the hooks or loops the desired distance

apart to preserve the symmetry of the dress.
As shown, each band is connected to the dress
at a number of points and the vertical folds
are thus kept in proper arrangement while
the weight of the skirt is. Pvenly distributed
along the waistband. Without the bands
the strain upon each hook would be exerted
upon the dress at a single point and cause it

“to streteh and pe1 manently lose its shape.

I claim—

‘1. In a dress- supp01te1 the eombm&tlon
with a skirt, of two or more transverse bands
attached thereto substantially parallel with
the waistband and each provided with suit-
able fastening devices for connecting said

When
it 18 desired to shorten the dress, it can readily
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bands tocrether the fastenmﬂ‘s on each band
being COI]Stl ucted to mtellock with the fast-

enings of the adjacent bands, substantlally

as desm ibed.
2. In a skirt-supporter, a band constr uc‘red

for atta,ohment to a skirt and provided with

fastening devices for supporting the lower
part of the dress, and inclined upwardly-ex-

tending arms D D, substantially as deseribed.

3. The combmatwn of a skirt with trans-
verse bands attached theretoparallel with the
skirt-band, said bands being provided with

‘hooks and eyes, whereby each band may be
connected to or detached from the adjacent-

band, substantially as described.
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In testImony whereof I have hereunto set -

my hand in the presence of the two subserib-
Ing witnesses.

ANNIE LANGE.
_’Wltnesses o

. . LANGE,
T, S. SHONLER
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