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To all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I, JAMES A. CAMPBELL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
Orleans, in the parish of Orleans and State
of Louisiana, haveinvented a new and useful

Improvement in Barrel-Head Wedges, which |

improvement is fully set forth in the follow-

~Ing specification and accompanying draw-

ings. R .

My invention relates to improvements in

- barrel-head wedges; and it consists of a wedge
formed of two pieces and secured together, as
herein described and claimed.

- Kigure 1 represents a top view of a barrel-
head having a wedge embodying the features
of my invention inserted therein. Fig. 2
Tepresents a view of a central vertical longi-
tudinal section of the wedge. Fig. 3 repre-
sents perspective views of the two parts of
the said wedge. | | I

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-

sponding parts in the several figures.

Referring to the drawings, A designates a
barrel-head formed of the sections B B, and
C the tightening-wedge, the latter adapted to
be inserted between the said sections. The
sald wedge C consists of two parts D and E.
The part D has its smaller end beveled on the
upper and lower faces thereof, as at F, so as
to readily enter the croze of a barrel, and is
‘beveled on the under face of its larger end,
as at G, to correspond with the beveled up-
per face H of the smaller end of the part K.
The larger end of the said part E is also bev-
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barrel. Kach of the said parts has on each
of its sides, at the upper edge thereof, a flange
K, and has the plane of each of its sides be-
~ low said flange at substantially a right angle
4o to the under side of the said flange. |
In the top of the parts D and E are open-
ings M, for the insertion of the noints of a
driving-tool. To secure the said parts in po-
sition, a staple N is inserted in the openings
45 P in the same, the said openings having in-

|

| clined walls, so that a loﬁger *staple. m'a'.y be

used and a greater bearing be provided to
withstand the pressure of the sides of the
barrel. S |

The manner of operating the wedge is as 50
follows: The sections B B having been prop-
erly placed in the barrel, the part E is in-
serted between the same, the flange K resting

| on the upper surface of the edges of the said

sections and the bevel J thereof pushed into 55 .
the croze of the barrel, and by spreading the
heads apart by hand at the opposite side and

1 hammering the barrel on the wedge side the

heads will move up tight against thus wedge

and form the proper-wedgespace to recelvethe 6o

wedge D.  The partD is then inserted and its
beveled portion F is foreced into the croze, the

lange K riding on the edges of the npper sur-
!

eled, as at J, so as to fit in the croze of the |

face of the sections and the beveled under
face G- moving on the beveled upper face H 65
of the part E. This action forces the said
sections apart, so that their curved edges fit
more closely into the croze, thus making a
tighter joint. When the sections are suff-
ciently tightened, the parts D and E are con- .0
nected by means of the staple N, which is in-
serted in the openings P, the two limbs of
the staple preventing any twisting or turning -
of the parts on each other, and the bend or
curve thereof serving for its ready removal 75
from the openings when desired. o
Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— - o
Inabarrel-head, the combination of awedge 8o
consisting of two parts, each having beveled

| contact ends with inclined openings therein,

and a staple adapted to be inserted in said
openings, said parts having asingle flange on
each side and beveled outer ends, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

- ' JAMES A. CAMPBELL.
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