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To all whom it may concern: |
Be it known that I, WILLIAM A. WARNER,

- of Bridgeport, in the county of Fairfield and
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Stateof Connecticut,haveinvented a new Im-
provement in Jumping Toys; and I do hereby
declare the following, when taken in connec-
tion with accompanying drawings and the let-

ters of reference marked thereon,to bea full,

clear, and exact description of the same, and
which said drawings constitute part of this
specification, and represent, in—

Kigure 1, a perspective view of a toy frog
constructed in accordance with myinvention;
FFig. 2, a perspective view of a combined toy
composed of two such toy frogs connected
together so as to reproduce the game of leap-
frog; Fig. 3,a plan view of the combined toy:
Kig. 4, a detached view of one of the coup-
ling-links by means of which the two toy frogs
are connected together; Fig. 5, a perspective

view of a toy frog constructed in accordance

with my invention, but of modified form.

My invention relates to an improvement.in
toys, the object being to produce a toy frog
adapted to spring or leap from one place to
another in the manner of frogs by the appli-
cation of pressure to its rear part.

With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in a toy frog having a body portion and
a pair of fore and hind legs, the hind legs be-
ing constructed in length and shape to yield
under pressure applied to the body portion of
the frog and, suddenly recovering, cause the
same to leap from place to place. |

My invention further consists in coupling
two such toyfrogs together by means of coup-
ling-links, so that they will leap over one an-
other when properly manipulated, and in ¢er-

tain details of construction, as will be here-

inafter described, and pointed out in. the
claims. o y o

As shown by Fig. 1 of the drawings, the toy
has a body portion A, shaped to the form of
and preferably properly colored to heighten
1ts resemblance to a frog. A pair of fore and
a pair of hind legs made of wire or of narrow

strips of elastic sheet metal, but preferably

madeof spring-wire,are inserted into the lower
face of the said body portion, respectively at
the forward and rearends thereof. As herein

“upon.

wardly, and bent, flattened, and split at their
lower extremities C C to simulate web - feet.
The hind legs, which are alsomade of wire, are
bent outwardly and forwardly,as at D D, then
rearwardly in parallel lines, as at E E, and
then forwardly and outwardly, as at F F, to
form feet, whereby they are shaped to con-
form to a frog’s hind legs in preparing to
leap, the said extremities F' I being flattened
and split to simulate web-feet. The fore legs
may be made elastic or non-elastic; nor are
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the hind legs necessarily shaped as described.

They may, for instance, be made straight and

extended directly backward in inclined posi-

tions, as shown by IFig. 5 of the drawings, or

they may have still other forms. If desired,
they may be coiled to increase their elastic-
ity. ‘T'hey must, however, be made elastic
and adapted in length and shape to cause the

toy frog to jump from place to place when

they recover after being sprung by pressure
applied to and suddenly removed from the
rear end of the body portion of the toy.

~ As shown by Figs. 2 and 3 of the drawings,
| two toy frogs, made substantially as deseribed,
are connected together by two links respect-

1vely placed on. their opposite sides and each
consisting of a single piece of light wire
shaped to form a long straight central por-
tion G, two coiled bearings G’, respectively
located at the ends thereof and extending in
the same direction therefrom and at a right
angle therewith, and two braces G? (G2 ex-

tending from the outer ends of the coils di-

agonally back onto the said central portion.
These links are applied to the outward-ex-
tending portions D D of the rear legs of the
two frogs, the said portions D D being there-
to bent, as at-C’ C’, to form four parallel cen-
ters for the coiled bearings G’ G’ to turn
If desired, wire links, such as de-
scribed, may be replaced Dby links made of
flat strips of sheet metal, having their ends
folded over to form loops to encircle the par-

allel centers €’ (7, formed in the hind legs of

each frog, as explained. The links are
adaptedin length to establish a sufficient dis-
tance between the two toy frogs to permit
them to clear each other, so that when press-
ure is applied to the rear end of the rear frog

shown, the fore legs B B are made of wire and | it will leap over the forward frog which may
bent outwardly and rearwardly and then for- | now be jumped over the frog in frout, and so
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on, in reproduction of the game of leap-frog.

The fore legs of the frogs shown by Figs. 2

and 8 are simply bowed longitudinally, and
thus show another form which these legs
may have given to them. I would therefore
have it understood that I do not limit myself
to the exact construction shown and de-
seribed, but hold myself at liberty to malke

such changes and alterations as fairly fall
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within the spirit and scope of my invention.
I am aware that it is old to make a jump-
ing toyin the similitude ot a ograsshopper, the

ander side of the Dbody portion whereof is

notched at its rear end to receive the sharp-
ened rear end of a base-piece which is con-
nected at itsforward end by a bent and coiled
wire attached to the forward end of the body
portion, which is also furnished with antennee,
which are inoperative so far as either sup-
porting the body portionor assisting in jump-
ing the toy is concerned, the body portion
onlyspringing under the restraintof the base-
piece. On the other hand, both the fore and
hind legs of my toy co-operate in supporfing
its body portion, and it is free to jump with-
out restraint from place to place.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15— N

1. A toy frog having a body portion and a
pair of fore and a pair of hind legs respect-
ively attached to the forward and rear ends
of the said body portion and co-operating to
support the same, the said hind legs being
constructed and shaped to spring and recover
when pressure is applied to and suddenly re-
moved from the rear part of the said body por-
tion, substantially as described, and whereby

the said toy may.be jumped from place to

place without restraint.

2. A -toy frog having a body portion and a !

455,079

pair of elastic fore legs attached to the for-
ward end thereof and a pair of elastic hind
legs attached to the rear end thereof, said legs
being constructed to co-operate to support the
said body portion and shaped to spring and
recover when pressure is applied to and sud-

denly removed from the rear part of the same,

substantially as described, and whereby the
toy may be jumped from place to place with-
out restraint. | | |

3. A toy frog having a body portion and a
pair of fore legs and a pair of hind legs re-
spectively attached to the forward and rear
ends of the said body portion and co-operat-
ing to support the same, the hind legs being
bent outward, then rearward, and then for-
ward, substantially as described, and whereby
when pressure is applied to the rear part of
the said body portion and suddenly removed
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the hind legs will yield and, recovering, cause

the toy to jump from place to place without
restraint. g
4. A combined toy consisting of two frogs,

‘each consisting of a body portion and fore

and hind legs, the latter being bent outward,
rearward, and then forward, and two links lo-
cated on opposite sides of the toy frogs and
attached to the outward-bent portions of the

| hind legs, substantially as described, and

whereby the frogs are caused to jump over
each other when pressure is applied to and
suddenly removed from the rear part of the
body portion of the rear frog.

In testimony whereof I have signed.this
specification in the presence of two subsecrib-
ing witnesses.

' WILTLIAM A. WARNER.

Witnesses.

W. G, ARMSTRONG.,
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