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1o all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Lo J. F. ROONEY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Brook-

lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New

York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Base-Ball Masks ; and I do

hereby declare the following to be a f ull, elear,

and exact description of the invention, such
aswillenable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same,

This invention relates to base-ball masks. |

1'he object of the invention is to prevent
the interference of sunshine-or the glare of
an electric light, where that is the source of
1lumination, with the operation of the player,
to render the mask readily adjustable to any
shape of head, and to renderit easily applied
to or withdrawn from the head.

The features of novelty of the invention
will be hereinafter fully described, and spe-
cifically indicated in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, which illus-
trate the invention, Figure 1 is a front view

of amask embodying my improvements. Fig.

2 18 a side view of the same, part of the pro-
tecting wires being removed for convenience
of illustration. TFig. 3 is a plan view.

The frame-work of the mask is composed
of a series of arched metallic wires or rods, as
ordinarily provided in such devices, and in-
dicated at 1 in the drawings. These wires
may be jointed together in any
manner, as shown in the drawings. There is
a curved wire in the rear, substantially ellip-
tical in shape, from which arched wires spring
forwardly, forming supports for the protect-
ive grating which covers the face. Rearward-
projecting loops form supports for the cush-
ions 2 2 3 3, which rest against the cheeks
and forehead of the player. These cushions

may beformed of leather casings stuffed with

any suitable material. As they are used in
masks now on the market it will be unneces-
sary to further describe them. In the lower
part of the mask is a chin-rest 4, riveted to

the curved wire forming the rear part of the

mask, this chin-rest being formed of leather.
Upon the upper part of the frame-work is
mounted & leather visor or rest 5, adapted to
bear upon the forehead, which acts both as a
screen 1o keep a. glare of light from the eyes
and as a cushion to prevent inju 'y to thefore-

convenient.

| head under the impact of a blow fro_m a ball.
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‘T'his 18 provided with a stiff edge, preferably

formed, as shown at 6, the edge of theleather sz

beingstitched around an arched steel or metal
wire, and is secured to one of the horizontal
wires of the frame-work, as shown at 7 in the

drawings, an extension or tongue of the
leather being stitched around such wire, or
the stiffening-wire 6 may be secured to such
Across the outer face of the

horizontal wire. |
leather visor or cushion 5 is a strap 8 fixed at
one end to a point of the frame-work, and at
an opposite point is secured a short piece of
strap provided with abuckle and co-operating

| with the free end of the strap 8. A series of

holes in thefree end of the strap enables the
leather cushion 5 to be sprung inwardly, thus
enablingits conformation to be changed to suit
differently-shaped heads. The lower end of
the head-cushion 5 is provided with flexible
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elastic blinkers 9, preferably formed of rub-

ber and secured by stitehing, as indicated in
the drawings. By making these blinkers
flexible and elastic they will be protected from
danger when thrown upon the ground, and
will resume their normal shape when again
put in use. The band 10, which holds the
mask upon the head, is provided with an ad-
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justable strap 11, so that it may be varied in

length to accommodate large and small heads.
In order to hold this band in place an up-

| wardly-extendingflexiblesupport12, provided

with an adjusting-strap 13, is provided. This
strap co-operates with a buckle 14, secured to
the upper part of the mask, and by adjusting
the strap 13 the band 10 may be held at dif-
ferent vertical elevations, so as to rest upon

any desired portion of the head which may go

be most comfortable to the player, or may
best suit the shape of the head. The support
12 always holds the band 10 in position, so
that the mask may be instantly placed upon

‘the head or removed with one hand, which is

very desirable in practice. o
Inorderto further insure the player against
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the interference of sunshine or other source

of light all of the lower wires of the frame-
work are made of a dead color, as indicated

in black in the drawings, so asto avoid a glare

of light being thrown into the eyes. This ef-
fect may be realized by oxidizing or painting
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the wires, so as to render them non-reflective, _
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or by covering them with some material which |

will not reflect light, as a cotton or other
braiding. The under surface of the blinkers
and leather cushion for the forehead will be
dyed a green shade, so as to rendersuchlight
as may reflect from the ground, and thence
from the cushion into the eves softand agree-
able.

Having thus described my invention, whatl
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A base-ball mask provided with a_ shade
to protect the eyes of the player froma glare
of light. |

9. A base-ball mask provided with a shade
for the eyes, said shade bearing against the
forehead and forming a cushion for the mask,
and being adjustable to suit different heads.

3. A base-ball mask provided with a cush-
ion or rest, mounted on the upper portion of
the mask, adapted to bear against the fore-
head, having its lower and front portion se-
cured to the frame of the mask, and 1ts rear
portion provided with a stiffening-wire.

1. A base-ball mask provided with a cush-
ion or support, adapted to bear against the
forehead of the player,a portion of said cush-
ion in the neighborhood of the eyes being
provided with blinkers.

5. A base-ball mask provided with flexible

clastic blinkers to protect the eyes of the
player from a glare of light.
6. A base-ball mask provided with a band
to surround the head and hold the mask
thereto, and a support for preventing such
bhand from sagging.

7. A base-ball mask provided with a band

to surround the head and confine the mask

“thereto, and an adjustable support for hold-

ing such band in position.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 1n
presence of two witnesses.

ILLEO J. I'. ROONEY.

Witnesses:
. E. WALLACE,
T. G. WINSOR.
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