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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Louts HAMMEL, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Detroit,
in the county of Wayne and State of Michi-
gan, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Letter-Boxes, of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had therein to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to new and useful
1mprovements in letter-boxes; and the inven-

the receiVng - tl‘ough, “’hel‘eby‘ it forms g
guard againsttheft of mail-matter, and where-

by papers as well as letters may be inserted

without clogging and will be fed into the box

beneath, and, further, in the pecualiar con- |

struction, arrangement, and combinaticn of
the various parts, all as more fully herein-
after described.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of my improved letter-
box. Fig. 2 is avertical central eross-section
thereof. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of one
end of the trough and.the cover.

A is the casing, preferably having a curved
top for the feed-aperture. Inone end of this

casing 1s formed the aperture B, having side

slots or extensions «. 'This aperture is nor-
mally closed by a cover C, secured to the
pivot-pin D of the shield E. This shield is
trough-shaped, formed of the two parts b ¢,
connected together at their meeting-points
and pivoted at the rear of the casing upon
the pin D. The partd of thetrough or shield
18 connected to the lower edge of the cover C
by a pin d, which forms a stop for the trough
and cover. This pin engages in the notch e
in its upper position to permit of the cover
C clearing the aperture B. |

I 1s a curved flange extending inwardly
from the front of the casing just beyond the
edge of the part.c of the trough, forming a

guard during the upward movement of the

trough. -In the normal position of the parts

the weight of the trough holdsitin the position

shownin Fig. 2, the cover being over the aper-
ture and the part b of the trough forming a
close partition, dividing the upper part of the
box from the lower part, and preventing the
possibility of .gefting at the inside of the
mail - receptacle. To open if, the operator
takes hold of the handle fupon the cover and
lifts it, disclosing the aperture. In raising
the cover the trough is turned on its axis,

| lifting part b above the top of the aperture,

and bringing the part ¢ below the aperture

‘horizontally, forming a close partition across

theboxand preventing the possibility of gain-
Ing access to box below. During the upward
movement of the trough the part ¢ ap-

proaches the flange F, cutting off the possi-

bility of any one inserting a wire during the
opening of the cover. The aperture B per-
mits of inserting a paper,avhile the side slots

or apertures a permit the insertion of a letter.

G 18 any suitable door at the base, through

‘which the mail may be taken out.

H is a lock.
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The mail being inserted falls into the

trough, from which it falls by gravity as soon
as the cover is dropped, the trough being
practically inverted in its lower position.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. In a letter-box, the combination of a cas-
ing having an opening therein, a pivoted cover
for said opening, and a receptacle pivoted
in the casingnormally held below the opening
and rigidly connected with the cover, where-
by the movement of the latter swings the re-
ceptacle, substantially as described. -

2. In a letter-box, the combination of the
casing having an aperture at the end there-
of, the cover C, and the trough, consisting of
the parts b ¢, pivoted at the side of the casing
and extending across the same, said trough
In its normal position forming a shield for the
maill-receptacle and a receiver for the mail
when the cover is open, substantially as de-
seribed. -' |

5. In a letter-box, the combination of the
casing, the aperture B, cover C, pin D, trough

E, consisting of two parts b ¢, and pin cl, sub-

stantially as desecribed.

4. In a letter-box, the combination of the
casing, the aperture B, cover C, pin D, trough
K, pin d, notch e, and curved flange If, sub-
stantially as described. |

9. In aletter-box, the combination,with the
casing, of the cireplar aperture B, having
slots @ onopposite sides thereof, substantially
as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein

presence of two witnesses.

LOUIS HAMMEL
Witnesses: o '

M. B. O’'DOGHERTY,

P. M. HULBERT, |
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