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To all whom it may CoOncerw: adapted to fill the space. between the inner

5

Be it known that I, JosHUA C. THOMPSON,

a citizen of the United States, residing at
North Salem, in the county of Hendricks and

State of Indiana, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Wire - Stretchers, of |

which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to animprovenient in
that class of wire-stretchers for wire fences

B a sliding pawl I, having parallel edges and

surface of the base A of the bracket and
either of the sidesof thecollar H when turned
parallel with the base. Pawll has a central 5o
longitudinal open slot M, adapted to receive
and slide easily upon either of the arms B of
the bracket,and its lowerend istapered back-
ward at the front edge from a point opposite.
the center of the bearing C. A double pawl ss

10 which consist of a bracket adapted to be se- | is thus formed, which may be mounted on
~cured to a wooden post, a windlass.mounted | either arm of the bracket, so that the square
In bearings in said bracket, and a retaining | eollar II may be engaged when the windlass-
device to prevent the windlass from turning | head projects from either side. |
backward. - In operation, the pawl being mounted by 6o
15 The object of my improvement is to pro- | slot M on the arm of the bracket oppositethe
vide a wire-stretcher of the class deseribed in | collar H of the windlags when the windlass is
which all the parts may be easily molded and | turned in the direction indicated by the ar-
cast and which shall require no drilling or | row,the lower corner of the collar engagesthe
other machine-work to bring them into con- | tapered lower end of the pawl and raises it 65
20 dition for operative combination, all as here- | until the side of the collar becomes parallel
1nafter fully set forth. | with the base of the bracket, and the pawl
The accompanying drawings illustrate my | then falls, filling the spaceand preventing by
invention. - engagement with the upper corner of the col-
Figure 1 is a plan; Fig. 2, a vertical section | lar the windlass from turning backward. 70
25 at a, Fig. 1; and Fig. 3, a frontelevation hav- It will be observed that each of the partsis
. iIng the windlass removed. 50 formed that it may be easily molded, and
- The bracket consisis of a base - plate A, | that the parts when cast are adapted to beput-
adapted to rest against the side of a post, and | together without machine-work.
a pair of horizontal projecting arms B B, hav- I claim as my invention— 75
30 ing formed therein open bearings C C. 'The In a wire-stretcher, the combination, with
base-plate has a slot s, through which the | the bracket and the windlass mounted so as
wire passes to the windlass. The windlass | to turn therein and having the rectangular
consists of a spool D, having a central dia- | eollar H,of the sliding double pawl L,having
metrical opening e to receive the end of the | parallel edges and adapted to fill the space 8o
35 wire I, a square collar H, a pair of cylindrical | between the inner surface of the base of the |
- Journals I I, adapted to rest and turn in the | bracket and said collar, the front edge of said
bearings C, and a square head J, all cast in | pawl being tapered backward from a point
one piece. The windlass is mounted in the | opposite the bearing of the windlass, substan-
bearings of the bracket, and the wire, passing | tially as shown and described, said pawl be- 85
4o through the slot s and over the spool D,is |ing adapted to embrace and slide upon the
wound thereon by turning in thedirectionin- | arm of the bracket and to automatically se-
dicated by the arrow. | | cure the windlass in the manner set forth.
For the purpose of preventing the back- - JOSHUA C. THOMPSON.
ward turning of the windlass and thus hold- Witnesses: L - |
45 ing the wire taut I mount on one of the arms H. P. Hoob,

CHAS. W. CHOWNING.
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