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To all whom it QLY COTLCCTTL:

Be it known that I, IIARRY F. WYATT, a
subject of the Queen of Great Britain and
Ireland, and a resident of New York city,
New York, have invented an Improved Clasp
for Corsets, &c., of which the following is a
specification. | ,

My invention consists of an im proved clasp
more especially designed for use on corsets,
but which is applicable to various other arti-
cles, such as pocket-books, card-cases, &e.

T'he object of my invention has been to pro-
duce a clasp which will remain securely fast-
ened and yet permit the easy release or sepa-
ration of the parts of the clasp when desired,
and this object has been attained by provid-
ing means for retaining the tongue of the

closed, the clasp being nevertheless readily
released or opened by lifting the part carry-
Ing the%retaining-cateh. -
In the accompanying drawin gs, Figure 1 is
: applica-
tlon of one of my clasps to a corset, which
may of course be provided with an y suitable
number of such clasps. TFig. 2 is an enlarged
side view showing the two parts of the clasp

‘open, but ready to be united. Ifig. 3 is a cor-

responding view showing the clasp closed.
Fig. 4 is a similar view of a modification of
the clasp with the two parts closed, and . Fig.
9 18 & view of another modification with {he
two parts of the clasp open or detached.

In all the figures I have shown my clasp as

. applied to a corset, the two parts of the clasp

being riveted or otherwise secured to the

steels or busks A A’ of the corset; bitt, as I
have said, the clasp may be applied to other |
“articles. '

One part B of the clasp, which is shown as

fastened to the steel or busk A, consists, es-

sentially, of a simple tongue having an open-’
ing O for the admission of the retaining tooth

or catch on the other part of the clasp. The
outer end of this tongue is extended some
distance out bevond this opening b for a pur-
pose explained hereinafter, and the tongue

itself is in this case bent upward at b’. The

- other part D of the clasp is made of

spring

metal orother elastic material andis doubled,
one leg being secured to the steel or busk A’ :
while the free leg d carries the tooth or catch
d’, which is to engage with the opening b in

|

the tongue B when the two parts of the clasp
are brought together, as shown in Fig. 3.
The doubled end of the part D of the clasp
lmmediately behind the retaining tooth or
catch d’ is made in the form of 2 contracted

pocket o, which receives and holds the ex-

t tended end of the tongue B, and by this

means when the clasp is closed the tongue
B is retained at the base of the retaining
tooth or catch d’, as shown in Fig. 3. In or-
der to guide the.outer end of the tongue
more readily into this pocket in closing the
clasp an incline 7 is made in the part D of
the clasp near where it is fastened to the
steel up to the pocket . If desired, the free
leg d, which carries the retaining tooth or
catch may be extended out over the steel or
busk A, as shown in TFig. 4, to facilitate the
lifting of this elastic leg by the finger to re-
lease the retaining tooth or catch from the
opening in the tongue B to open the clasp.
In the modification, FFig. 5, I have shown
the part D of the clasp as made of a some-

‘what different shape from that illustrated in

Figs. 2 and 3, but retaining its characteristic
features. - |

In Fig. 5 the base of the part D, by which
it 18 riveted or otherwise secured to the steel
A’, 18 bent backward, and in such case in
order to get the inecline for carrying the
tongue B up into its retaining-pocket 2 the
steel 1tself may be punched up, as at /’.

I elaim as my invention— °
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A clasp consisting of two parts, of which

one has a tongue with an opening and an
outer end extended some distance beyond
the opening, while the other part consists of
a piece doubled upon itself to leave an elastic
leg carrying a retaining-catch and to form a
pocket adapted to hold the extended end of
the tongue at the base of the catch, and the
lower arm of which is bent away from the
spring-arm and then extended in a plane sub-
stantially parallel with the elastic leg for se-

curing it to the busk, all substantially as de-

seribed.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

| HARRY F. WYATT,.
Witnessess
JOHN REVELL,
HUBERT HOWSON.
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