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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, GRORGE 8. CARTER, of
Minneapolis, in the county of Hennepin and
State of Minnesota, have invented certain
Improvements in PELG]{I]](T-LOXOS, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to packing-boxes in
general, but more especially to sample-boxes
adapted to contain a quantity of qepamte
samples—as, for instance, cigars. |

The object of my 111?’811’[101'1 1s to provide
means whereby, after one or more of the sam-
ples have been remoyed from the box, the

others may be prevented from shaking about

in the same and thereby becoming broken,
soiled, or otherwise disfigured.

T'o this end myinvention consists in a flexi-
ble strip or ribbon secured at one end of the
box, and thence passing in a loop around all
of the articles as they are arranged in the
box, the ribbon being carried back under the
samples to the end of the box, thence carried
through a slot in the walls or bottom of the
box, and secured on the outside thereof by a
sultable clamp adapted to normally hold the
ribbon against movement in either direction,
except when pulled out to tighten or loosen
the loop around the samples.

My invention will be more readily under-
stood by reference tothe accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

IFigure 1 18 a plan view showing a sample-
box of cigars provided with a retaining de-
vice embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a
sectional side elevation thereof, taken upon
linez « of TFFig. 1. FKigs 5 and 4 are details
showing a clamp suitable for nuse with my in-
vention. Fig. 5 shows a simple strip em-
ployed as a clamp for the ribbon. [Fig. ( is a
view showing the bottom of the boxprovided
with the clamp used in Fig. 2, a side view of
the same being there shown.

In Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings I have
illustrated my invention as applied to cigar-
bhoxes, as it is particularly applicable for such
use.

Ileretofore manufacturers and jobbers in
cigars have experienced much loss and in-
convenience in the handling of samples, ow-
g to the fact that as soon as one or more
cigars were removed from a box all of the

others were left toshake aboutand rub against |

(No model.)
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one another, thereby breaking or otherwise
destroying the beauty or usefulness ot the

cigars and making 1t necessary to provide a 55

new set of qamples

As shown in the drawings, the 1*11)1)011
secured to the end orloweredge s of the cigar-
box. This ribbon passes in a loop around
the cigars, as shown in Fig. 1. If the box
was full, the ribbon would extend -clear
across the same. The ribbon is carried down
around the farther end of the sample ci-
gars and back to the end 3, along the bot-
tom 4 of the box, and thence down through the
slot or opening 5 in the same. This slot 1s
practically just wide enough to permit the
ribbon to pass through the same and of a
length equal to the width of the ribbon.
From this point the ribbon 18 carried back
under the box, as shown, and secured in posi-
tion by a clamp 6. 'This clamp presses upon
the ribbon with sufficient force to prevent the
drawing back of the ribbon to loosen theloop
around the cigars. It will be seen that when
the first cigar is taken out of the farther end
of the box the ribbon will be drawn taut to
confine the others in their original positions,
and that as each {following T 01 ClEars

ClQe
are taken out the others may still be easily
retained and held compactly together by sim-
ply drawing out the ribbon 2 through the slot
and under the clamp 6. Thus the remaining
cigars or like articles may be practically held
in their original positions until the very last
has been removed from the box, thereby ob-
viating all damage to the samples and doing

away with the necessity of frequent renewal

of a salesman’s samples and the attendant
Inconvenience and expense.

Inasmuch as cigar-boxes may in accord-
ance with the law be used but once, 1t 1s only
necessary to provide a clamp which will al-
low the pulling out of the ribbon, but which
will not allow its being drawn bach to loosen
the loop. The clamp 6 (shown in Figs. 2 and
G6) is for this reason particularly adapted for
use with cigar-boxes, and consists, simply, in
a stamped plate having the teeth 7 slightly
bent in toward the box, and the lugs 8, through
which the tacks 9 are driven into the box to
hold the clamp thereon. This plate is slightly
swelled out in the middle to allow sufficient
room.Tor the ribbon to pass beneath the same.
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T'he teeth 7 engage the ribbon, and, while the
ribbon may be drawn thloun*h under the
clamp, prevent its being pulled back. The
clamp 6 thus forms an automatlc lock. When,
however, my sample-boxes are used for arti-

cles Whi(jh‘"do not restrict the use of the box, !
1t 1s desirable to provide a clamp which will

somewhat more readily admit of the draw-
1ng back of the ribbon. In such cases] may
employ the clamp shown in Figs. 3 and 4, con-
sisting in the lever-plate 10 havmw the

_notehed angle-piece 11, and pivoted in the

lugs 12. By throwing out the lever 10 the
teeth will be carried away from engagement
with the ribbon 2, which may then be drawn
through the slot 5 in either direction, and af-

the lever 10, or in some cases a cheaper
clamp may be provided in the simple strip
14, secured on the bottom of the box with
the pins or serews 15, adapted to hold the rib-
bon by simple pressure. By exerting con-
siderable tension on the ribbon the same may

be pulled back or forth beneath the strap 14,

which, under ordinary circumstances, will of-
fectually retain the ribbon, and thereby the
samples, in position. It is sometimes prefer-

~ able to make use of an elastic ribbon to more
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firmly hold the samples.
It is obvious that my invention may be em-

ployed with rectangular or eylindrical sam- |

ples, and, further, that one or more of the
ribbons '_mth their clamps may be employed
to retain the articles packed in any box.

Havingthusdescribed myinvention,Iclaim |

as new and desiretosecurebyLetters Patent—
1. The combination, in a packing-box, of a

ribbon provided therein, said ribbon formed-

n a loop and adapted to embrace the articles

contained 1n the box, one end of said loop or -

ribbon being fastened permanently in the
box, the other end of the ribbon being left

1

| ser 1bed

ter which it may-be secured by pushing back |

453,691

free, and means for tightening said ribbon-
loop about said a1t1cles and ful" securing or
clamping said free end at the point where the
other end is secured, substantially as de-

The combination, in a device of the class
deqcrlbed of the rmbon having one end se-
cured in the box, said ribbon being provided
in the form of a loop adapted to retain the
articles in said box, the free end of said rib-
bon passing through an opening in the box,
and a clamp adapted to secure said free end
on the outside of the box, substantially as de-
seribed.

3. The combination, in a packing-box, of
the box adapted to contain the cigars or other
articles-with the flexible strip or ribbon 2,
one end of said ribbon being secured in the

‘end of the said box, the other end of said rib-

bon being passed in a loop around sald cigars,
the slot 5 in the bottom of the box, th r0unh
which the free end of said ribbon passes, and

a clampadapted to normally hold said ribbon,

and thereby the articles, in place in the box,

substantially as deser lbed

4. The combination, with -the cw*m -box
adapted to contain the sample cigars, of the
ribbon 2, one end of said ribbon being secured
to the end of the box, the slot in the bottom
of the box, and the clamp 6, adapted to nor-
mally hold said ribbon in position and to pre-
vent the same from being drawn back through
the slot 5 to loosen the loop of the ribbon
holding the cigars in position, bubsmntmlly
as and for the puarpose specified.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 18th day of September, 1890.

GEORGE 8. CARTER.

In p1esenee of —
A. M. GASKILL,
- C. G. IIA‘WLEY
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