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To all whom Tt maly CONCErIL!

Be it known that I, CHARLES E. SPEAKER,
of Louisville, in the county of Jefferson and
State of Kentucky, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Egg-Case fast-
eners; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming a part of this speci-

fication, and to theletters of reference marked |

thereon.

This invention has for its object to provide
a durable and inexpensive fastener for egg
cases, crates, boxes, &c., which cannot be
easily broken off or pulled out without de-
stroying the case itself.

The invention consists in certain novel de-
tails of  construction and combinations and
arrangements of parts, to be hereinafter de-
seribed, and pointed out particularly in the
claim at the end of this specification.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
front and top of an egg-case having a fasten-
ing constructed in accordance with my inven-
tion applied thereto. Fig.21is a simllar view
with the top of the case closed. Fig.31sa
view showing in perspective the cleals or
cross-pieces applied to the top and front of
the case or box, the one to be applied to the
top being shown from beth front and rear.
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the fastener de-
tached.

Like letters of reference in the several fig-
ures indicate the same parts.

The particular form of the case orbox itself
forms no part of my present invention, and
therefore will not be herein specifically de-
seribed, it being sufficient to say thatb across
the front of the top a cleat C is attached in
any suitable manner, preferably by screws or
nails, and that across the top of the front 18
attached a similar cleat or cross-piece D.

In the cleat attached to the top or cover is
formed a cross-cut ¢, extendingabout halt-way
through the same, and from the front of this
cross-cut a groove ¢’ is formed in the top ot
the cleat or in the side which bears agalnst
the cover. Inihe co-operating cleat I3 a simi-

lar cross-cut is formed; butinstead of having
a groove, as in the upper one, the portion of
the cleat immediately adjacent the cross-cut
is formed into an incline—that is to say, the
wood at each side of the cutis beveled down

until inclined surfaces b0’ are formed, for a

purpose which will presently appear.

The catch or fastener properis formed of a
relatively-stiff piece of spring-wire, one end K
of whichis sharpened and bent at right angles,
thereby adapting it to be driven into the cleat,
as shown in Figs. 1 and 3. TFrom the sharp-
ened pointa length of the wire D correspond-
ing to the length of the groove ¢’ is left
straight, the body of the wire being then bent
at right angles into substantially the plane of
the point and a sufficient length left straight
to reach from the top of cleat C to the bottom
of cleat B, the end being then bent at right
angles orinto the plane of thestraight section
D and cleat C, and is then formed into a loop
or hoolk Il

To apply the catch or fastener the point K
isdriveninto the wood at the end of the groove
¢/, the straight section D, which constitutes
the spring, then lying within said groove, and
the downwardly-projecting portion is passed
through the cross-cut,after which the cleat is
secured in place onthe under side of the box-
cover, thereby preventing all danger of the
fastener being pulled out. When the cover
is in position, it will be seen that as it closes
the hook or loop I rides out the inclines d’,
and when the cover is just at the closed point
slips over the cleat and catches below the
same, thereby preventing the opening of the
cover until the loop is drawn forward. 'The
long straight section of wire D forms a most
efficient spring,andwhile permitting the lower
end or catch to have a wide and easy range
of movement without permanent distortion at
once returns the same to normat position, and
by arranging the catch in the plane of the
cleats no amount of strain tending to open
the top will cause the same to release. ltwill

50

55

60

70

73

SO

Q0

he further noted that the cross-cutin the up- 95

per cleat is open toward the ingide of the case
or rear side of the cleat, and the end of the

cut will therefore act as a stop to prevent the
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cateh from being bent too fel forward by ac- | cured within the groove in the upper cleat

cident or- carelessness in opening:the same.. | the- dewnwardly-e*ctendmw portion:: passing
Having thus described my invention, what thlough the cross-cut in said cleat and ter- 13

I claim as new 1s— minating in a hook or loop adapted toride out

5 The combination, with the ego-case orsimi- | the ineline in the lower cleat and permit the

lar receptacle havmg two elee,ts one secured | shank to pass through the cross-cut therein,
to thecover and provided with the longitudi=- =subst&ntlally asand fer the-purposeset forth.
nal groove in-its-upper face-and: cross-eut in

its‘rear face,and the lower:one securedtothe | CHARLES E: SPEAKER.
10 front of the receptacle and having the cross- Wltnesses'
cut and inclined surfaces in its outer face, of HEINRICH RUDIG

the fastener having the straight portion se-|. SAML, GFROERER
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