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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, CHARLES IFREDRICKS, a

citizen of the United States. residing in the

city of Brooklyn, county of IXings, and State
of New York, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Photographic Iack-
grounds, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My invention relates to the screens used as
artificial backgrounds for subjects in photo-
graphic studios; and the objects of my in-

vention are to provide for the support of the ;

subjects in all sorts of positions without ex-
posing the nature of the supports to the cam-
era, to give a clear and distinct outline to and
thus set off the subject in the photograph, to
allow of bringing the background into focus
and hence close to the subject, and in genecral
to improve the effect of the photograph, all
by a simple and durable device.

The invention consists, mainly, of an arti-
ficial photographicbackground, preferably in
the form of a solid screen, having a rough
surface, which I now elect to make of over-
laid strips of natural tree-bark, all substan-
tially as and for the purpose hereinafter set
forth and as claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming part of this specifica-
t1011, in mhlch-—-

IFigure 1 is a face view of a photographic

screen for use as an artificial background

faced with natural bark according to my in-
vention. Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view of

the said screen, showing the use therewith of

supports for the subject.

Like letters of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in both figures.

The body of the sereen There represented 1s
formed of an upright frame B, the front of
which is wholly covered with board C, and the
whole is supported on spread legs D, and
when necessary by inclined braces LK.

The face of the screen-body is made rough
and irregular, in this instance by flat strips
E' of natural bark, which are preferably ar-
ranged so that the rough prominences and
irregular channels ordepressions will radiate
approximately in lines from the center of the

o screen, and are fastened upon so as to com-

- erwise impossible
| ing the nature of their support.

pletely cover the body of the sereen by nails
or in any other convenient manner. With
this construction the standards of the head-
rests, arm-rests, and other supports used for
subjects to be photographed are placed be-
hind the screen, as illustrated in Fig. 2, and
apertures G are made in the screen, tlnouﬂh
which the arms of said supports are intro-
duced wherever necessary or desirable. The
main parts of the supporting devices being
completely hidden by the screen and the pro-
jecting arms thereof by the subject, nothing
but the cuhject and the background will ap-

pear in the picture, so that sub,]eetS may be

photowmplled in all sorts of quaint and oth-
positions without disclos-
As the sup-
ports are withdrawn and introduced through
other parts of the screen with changes of sub-
jects, &c., the apertures pr ewously recelving
them ale filled with plugs II, having heads
preferably roug h like the face of the sereen,
which, owing to the rough and irregular ehm-
acter of the face of the screen, Wlﬂ be wholly
unnoticed in the picture. This rough facing
moreover can be and generally should be pho-
tographed in focus, unlike ordinary painted
screens which are photographed out of focus,
and hence, being close to the subject, afford

better and less observable supports for the

subject.

The peculiar background gives a clean and
distinet outline to the subject in the photo-
oraph and brings it out in reliet.

Owing to the solid character of this scereen
the standards or bodies of the supports may
be fixed pivotally or otherwise adjustably to
the back of the screen itself instead of bulw
independent of the screen.

I claim as my invention—

1. A photographic background formed of a
screen made with a rough face of rigid ma-
terial, as natural bark, subsmutmlly as shown
and described.

2. An artificial photographic background
faced with strips of natural bark, arranged
radially, substantially as hereinbelore set
forth,

3. Asolid photographic background screen

having a rough rigid face provided with aper-
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tures for the introduction of supports for the | inbefore set forth, with an apertured solid
subjects, substantially as hereinbefore set | photographic background having a rough 10

forth. face, of plugs for the said apertures having
4. The ecombination, substantially as here- | heads like the rough face.
5 1nbefore set forth, with an apertured solid CHARLES FREDRICIS.
photographic background having a rough Witnesses:
face, of plugs for the said apertures. JLARENCE L. BURGER,
5. The combination, substantially as here- | Roscor C. ToOMBS.
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