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o all whom it may concern:

"Be itknown that I, ALBERT A. FREEMAN, &
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and eounty of Philadelphia, State of
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Methods of Preserving
Oysters, Clams, &c., in the Shell, which 1m-
provement is fully set forth in the following
specification and accompanying drawings.

My invention consists of a novel method of
treating oysters, clams, &c., whereby theyare
kept alive in the shell and retain their liquors
and juices, so that when opened they will be
found to bein natural and fresh condition.

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a

" bivalve preserved by the method embodying

- thereof on line x x, Fig. 1.
resent perspective views of oysters, &c., on a |

20

a section
Figs. 3and 4 rep-

my invention. Fig. 2 represents

reduced scale, showing part of the method of

preserving the same embodvmw my inven-

tion.

Similar letters of refelence indicate corre-

sponding parts in the several figures.
Referring to the drawings, A desw*na,te% an

._Gyster the Shellb Whereof are fmmed with
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openings B in the bills thereof.

C designates a rivet, which isfitted in said
openings, its head bemﬂ' in contact with the
shells, whereby the latter are prevented from
opening or being opened until said rivet is
removed or broken out. . The rivet may be
made of soft metal, so that its heads may be

readily formed or hammered down upon the

shells, thus tightly closing the latter without
breaking or injuring the bills, and the open-
ing B may be cut into the shells from the
outer edges of the bills, as in Ifigs. 1, 2, and
3, or drilled therein a short distance from said
edges.

| thereof.

It is evident that the oyster itself is |

| hermetically sealed by the rivet, whereby the

liquors and juices are retained within the
same and the oyster may be preserved inlive

and healthy condition for a long period, in
which condition it may be paeked shipped,

or transported, so that when the oyster is
opened it will be found to be natural and
fresh and suitable for use. It will also be
found that for the time being the rivet forms
a permanent fastening for the shells, and that
the same cannot be knocked off in handling
or transportation. It will also be seen that
the under side of the head of the rivet, owing
to the hammering thereon, conforms to the

rough nature of the shells, so that it takes

hold thereof, and thus prevents the rivet. from
slipping off. Asthe rivet is applied to the
bills or the ends opposite to the hinge, the
oyster is prevented from opening its shells,
owing to the fact that the latter are clinched
or secured at or near the extreme front edges
When the oyster 1s to be opened,
the rivet may be removed with the breaking
of the shells for the insertion of the knife.
It is evident that more than onerivet may be
employed, as desired.

Havingthusdescribed my invention,whatl
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

The method of preserving a bivalve, which
consists in perforating the shells at a point
opposite the hinge and in securing them i1m-
movably together by a fastening passed
through such perforation, substantially as de-
seribed.

ALBERT A. FREEMAN.

-Witnesses:
JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
A. P. JENNINGS.
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