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To all whomv it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, WILLIAM KEDSON, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Electric-Fuse Boxes,
of which the following, taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings, is a speci-
fication. _-

The object of my invention is to combine

with an electric circuit a fuse-block of sucha

nature that when one fuse burns out another
already in the box may by a slight movement

‘be broughtinto the circuit,and that this sub-

stitution of a new fuse for a burned one may
berepeated manytimes. Thisobject I attain
by the mechanism shown in the accompany-

- 1ng drawings, in which—
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Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a
part cut away. - If1g.2 is a vertical section of
my device. Iig.31is a section showing in de-
tail some of the parts. |

The fuse-block in common use has but a

~ single fuse, whose replacement requires con-

siderable time and labor and is usually done
at great inconvenience, especially when the
fuse 1s used on electric cars and in places that

~are of difficult access.
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"My box is so constructed that it may con-
tain a number of fuses, and that in case a fuse
is burned out a part rotation of the movable
section of the box will place another fuse in
the circuit. This replacement may be re-
peated until all of the fuses are burned out.
When the fuses of a box are all burned, the
fuse section or part B may be removed, and
on being refilled can readily be replaced or

another filled fuse-seetion (several of which

may be kept at hand) may be substituted for
it with less difficulty than one ordinary fuse-

wire has heretofore been inserted. -

The box shown in the drawings 1s adapted
for six fuse-wires; but the boxes may be made

for a greater number, 1f desired.

In the drawings, A represents the upperor
fixed portion of the fuse-box, which 18 made
of some suitable insulating material, and 1s
intended to be permanently attached to the
wall or floor of a building or car. 'T'his part
of the box receives the ends W and W’ of the
severed line-wire,theend W beingelecirically

| the screw H,the other end W’ being attached

to the metallic cirecumferential post IX by the
screw IX’. The circumferential post I has
attached to its inner end a contact-plate L, 55
said plate being held in place and electrically
connected to the post K by the screw-nut L.
The rotating section B of the box isalsomade
of some suitable insulating material, and is
connected to the fixed part A by the quill
part D’ of the metallic post D. (See Ifigs. 1
and 2.) The inner face of the rotating part
B has recesses S S, divided from each other
by the radial partitions E K. In each of the
recesses S S, I have a contact-block N, adapted
to receive one end of a fuse-wire F, which 18
electrically connected to it by aserewP. The
inner ends of the fuse-wires ¥ I are all elec-
trically connected to the center post D by
means of the metallic clamping-disks R R/,
which are in contact with the said post D.
It will be observed that each of the fuse-wires
F is in a recess by itself, so that in the event
of its melting it cannot get out of its own re-
cess, and thus by coming in contact with an-
other fuse-wire makean accidental closure of
the circuit.

The operation of my multiple-fuse boxisas
follows: The ends W and W’ of the line-wire
being inserted and connected, as described, 8o
with the fixed part A of the box, the rotating
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| part B, being fitted with the fuse-wires I If,

is attached to the quill and post D’ D by the
screw-pin II. Now by turning the rotating
part into such a position that the contact- 85
plate 1. will rest on one of the contact-blocks

N a cireuitis established through the part W

of the line-wire, post D, elamping-plates R
and R/, fuse I, contact-block N, contact-plate

L, and circumferential post K to part W’ of go
the line-wire.

To assist in manipulation and to indicate
when the rotating part of the fuse-box is in
such a position as to bring the contact-plate
I, in contact with a contact-block N, I form on
the plate L a cup-shaped recess adapted to .

slip over and outside the rounded head of the .

contact-block N and to cling thereto, requir-
ing considerable force to slide 1t oftf. |
I claim—
1. Inafuse-block, the combination of a fixed

connected to the metallic center part D by / part having a central pivotal post electrically
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connected with one end of the severed line-
wire, a circumferential post connected with
the other end of the said line-wire, and a
contact - plate electrically connected to the
sald circumferential post with a rotating
block having a series of contact-blocks and
fuses electrically connected severally with

thesaid central pivotal post, the said contact-
blocks being adapted to be brought, as de-

sired, into electrical connection with the eir-
camfierential post of the fixed block, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. In a fuse-block, the combination of the

fuse-block A, line-wire W W', connected, as |
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deseribed, to the pivotal post D, and the cir-
cumferential post I, said post I having a
contact-plate I, with the rotating block I3,
provided with fuse-wires If, recesses S, and
contact-blocks N, substantially asand for the
purpose set forth. |

In testimony wherecof 1 have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of

g
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two subsecribing witnesses, on this 16th day

of January, A. D. 1891.
| WILLIAM KEDSON.
\Witnesses:

IFRANK G. PARKER,

EDWARD 5. DAY.
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