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To all whom it may concern: .

Beitknown thatI, VIrRGINTA M. H OLLYDAY,

of Baltimore city, in the State of Maryland,
have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Locks, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. | |
My invention is in the nature of an imn-
provement in locks designed to prevent the
falling out of the key when the door is
slammed, to prevent the introduction of a
skeleton key,and to prevent the key also from
injuring the plaster when the door opens
against a wall. o -
It consists in a spring-clamp applied to the
interior of the lock and arranged to permit

the key to be turned down into a pendent po-

sition and thera locked in place, as hereinaf-
ter fully desecribed.

Figurel is aviewof my improved lock with

the plate partly broken away to show the

construction and arrangement of my improve-

ment within. Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse

~section taken through the key-hole, and Fig.

o 18 a detail. | | |
A ig the removable plate; B, the external
case; C, the bolt, and D the tumbler. These
parts are of the usual construction, except
that the external case B is formed with a
chamber B’ around the key-hole for contain-
ing the improvement added.
side of the chamber B’ is arranged a clamp
Lor the key, composed of two spring-jaws b 0,
Iig. 3, which shut together or press toward
each other upon opposite sides of the key-hole.
These spring-jaws are D-shaped pieces of
metal that slide in guides d on the case, being
forced together by spiral springs ¢. These

- two jaws are placed in the chamber B’ and
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far enough away from the plane of rotation of
the key-bit so as not to be in the way of the
bit in revolving to throw or withdraw the bolt.
The key-hole a is also cut down or continued

through the bottom of the case, so as to per- |

On the inner

l

| shown by dotted lines I{’.

| mit the key K to be swung down into a verti-
cally-pendent position, as shown in dotted

lines in Ifig. 2. |
T'he operation of my invention is as follows:
After the bolt is thrown by the key the latter

18 turned so that its bit is in a horizontal

plane, and the key is partly pulled out, as
The whale key is
then swung down into a pendent position, as
shown by dotted lines at K2, the extended key-

hole permitting this to be done, while the
clamping-jaws close behind the shank of the

key,as shown in Fig. 1. - By this means it will

‘be seen that the key is firmly held against

dropping out, and the key-hole is obstructed
S0 that a skeleton key cannot be introduced.
Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as newis— o
1.-The combination, with a lock and its
case having its key-hole extended downward-

ly through the bottom of the case, of aspring-

clamp arranged within the case for holding
the key,substantially as shown and deseribed.

2. A lock-case having a projecting cham-
ber around its key-hole, with the key-hole ex-
tending down through the bottom of the case,
in combination with a pairof clamping-jaws
arranged in said chamber to come together

across the key-hole, substantially as shown

and described. -

5. A lock-case having a projecting cham-
ber B’ around its key-hole, with the key-hole
extending down through the bottom of the
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case, In combination with the D-shaped slid-

Ing jaws 0 b, arranged in said chamber and
provided with guides d d, and the springs ¢ ¢,
arranged within the D-shaped jaws, substan-
tially as shown and described. o

VIRGINIA M. HOLLYDAY.

Witnesses: |
MARY G. DALLAM,
ANNA L. WILLSON.

8¢




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

