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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1, GRORGE K. WHEELER, |

of Chieago, Cook county, and State of Ilinois,
have invented a new and useful Support for
Trolley-Wires, of which the following is a
specification, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, in which— =
Figure 1 is a sectional elevation, and Fig.
a plan, of one of my basket-ears. Figs. 3
and 4 are sections on the corresponding lines
of Iig. 1; and Fig. 5 is like I'ig. 4, but with
the ears closed down. .

My invention relates to the support of trol-
ley-wires; and it consists in a metallie basket
or trough adapted to receive the trolley-wire,
and also adapted to admit the passage of the
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trolley-wheel, and provided with ears which

can be bent over the trolley-wire after it is
placed in the trough, in order to hold the wire
In proper contact with the trough, and also
provided with means for connecting it to the
usual insulator between it and the span-wire.

In that form of my invention shown in the
drawings, @ is a trough or basket, of metal, for
recelving the trolley-wire b, which is held in
place by bending over the ears o/ , formed by
omitting a portion of the sides of the trough
or basket. This forms an excellent support

- for the trolley-wire, which is readily put in
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place and secured by the ears ¢’. The sur-
face contact between trough ¢ and the trolley-
wire 0 is so large that the current passes

~ without appreciable resistance from the wire
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b to the trolley-wheel when the trough ¢ is be-
tween the wheel and thewire. The outer por-

tion of trough ¢ isshaped toallow the trolley-
wheel to roll upon it, and as long as the trol-
ley-wheel is in contact with the basket-ear ¢ |
~the current passes through that ear, this be-

| elaimed herein.

ing the distinguishing feature of my inven-
tion—that is, the ear itself forms part of the

withit. Theendsof the trough « are thinned
to allow the trolley-wheel to pass easlly from
the trolley-wire onto the surface of the trough
and from the trough to the wire again. The

ers a°, by which the earis connected with the

may of course be soldered to my basket-ear;
but that is unnecessary when the ears o’ are
Duwmerous, and practical advantages arise

éars may at anytime bestraightened and the
trolley-wire readjusted, as is often highly de-
sirable. S
Lamawareof Hallbauer and Hiller's patent,
No. 483,896, dated August 0, 1890, and No.
422,164 to Stearns and myself, dated Febru-
ary 25, 1390; but the contrivances shown in
those patents are radically unlike my new ear
for trolley-wires, and are accordingly dis-

What I claim as my invention ig— |
The herein-deseribed support for trolley-
wires, consisting of trough q, provided with
earsa’, and a hanger ¢? the ears and hanger

in the same direction, and the outer surface of
the trough opposite ears o’ being formed to
serve as a track forthe trolley-wheel, all sub-
stantially as set forth. |
GEORGE K. WHEELER.

Witnesses:
I. J. WILLSON,

H. J. SINCLAIR,

conductor when the trolley-wheel is in contaet

trough « is best sustained byoneortwohang-

from dispensing with solder and holding the
trolley-wire in place by the ears only, for the

extending away from the bottom of the trough
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insulator on the span-wire. The trolley-wire
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