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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, RIVERIUS MARSH, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
New Brunswick, county of Middlesex, State
of New Jersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Adjustable Frames
and Sheaths, of which the following is speci-
fication. B | |

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of the inner
side of a T-shaped sheet-metal sheath for
making three connections with the molding
of the frame. Fig. 2 shows a corner-sheath

~of sheet metal for making two connections:

Fig. 3, a perspective view of the inner side of
a corner sheath constructed of cast metal.
Fig. 4 is a sectional view showing manner of
securing the curved - edge molding-strip to
the backing or structure by means of a com-
mon wood-screw; If'ig. 5, a perspective view,

partly in gection, of the same screwed to the"
backing by means of a bolt and nut : Fig. 6,

a sectional view of the backing and mold-
ing or frame with the screws respectively at-

tached and the mirror or picture held be-

tween the backing and the edge of the mold-
ing which forms theframe; Tig.7, a sectional
view of a molding with its outer limb inturned
to hold the backing; Iig. 8, a section of a dif-
ferent form of molding for the same purpose;
IFig. 9, a sectional view of a molding having
a re-enforeing-strip therein, which also forms
the backing for the frame, picture, mirror, or
tile; Iig. 10, a sectional view of a molding
with i1ts inner limb curved and inturned to
hold the backing; I'igs. 11 and 12, sectional
views of molding having re-enforcing strips
therein, which also serve to hold the backing;
Kig. 18, a modification of Fig. 9, and Fig. 14
a sectional view showingthe various features
employed together. _ '

The.object of my invention is to construct

a cheap, easily - manufactured, and durable
picture-fraine or adjustable molding or bor-

der for mirrors, tiles, wood-work, &ec., made

in sectional parts, having new and simple
- methods of combination and attachment fos ,‘

the purpose of saving time, labor. and cost of
shipment. | |

- Sald improvement consists in making cor-
ner-sheaths or connecting-pieces either of

of suitable size and shape as to be readily
placed within said sheaths, and when placed

therein will fit snugly and maintain them-

selves in position. Ileretofore metal frames

have been connected with solder orby means

of bolts or brazing and strengthened by an-
gles or other metallic supports, while the cor-
ner-seams or the connection of sectional parts
have been covered or held in position by bolts,
brazing, or solder, while wood frames have
been connected with nails, glue, or screws.
By means of this inventionthe old method
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of connecting and securing frames may be

dispensed with or made more secure by the

use of my improved sheath-connecting pieces.

While all metal frames may be made stronger
and of less material by curving them inward
at right angles, T make said sheaths prefer-
ably of sheet metal, although for some frames
I use castings, the edges of the sheaths and
the moldings being curved inwardly into the
form of a scroll to form ledges or resting-
places for the heads of the serews for holding
the pictures or mirrors in the frames and
fastening the frame or molding to the struct-

ure or wall. I also further construet the

frames and sheaths so that they have re-en-
forcing strips or pieces to strengthen them,
and in addition thereto construet them with
combination metallic backswhich are adapted
to be sheathed into the borders or frames on

the rear side, thereby making a cheap, dura-

ble, and easily-constructed frame useful in

its application for any and all purposes.
Thus, as shown in Fig. 1, A represents a

view of the inner side of a T-shaped sheath

or connecting-piece having the inturned
scroll-edges B B on the mainlimb and on the

right-angled extension orlimb C. The frame
pieces or moldings D have their edges simi-
larly scrolled; but these pieces areso formed
as to shide within the sheath A, as shown.
More than two sections of a frame may thus
be formed in sheet metal, as shown in this

metal K, as represented in IFig. 5. In like

“manner the corner-piece I, Fig. 2, is made of
-sheet metal with the edges scrolled, or the

same may be cast, stamped, or pressed, so as

to form scrolls or overhanging edges on the

sheet or cast metal, and in forming molding | inner side for the purpose of holding the
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figure, or the sheath may be made of cast
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molding-strips D and to provide ledges for | 1 and 2, to some wooden or other base, as

the screw-heads, as will hereinafter be more
fully shown. = |

When the molding=strips D are placed in
the sheaths and properly located, they may
be held in position by either crimping the
edges, as shown at G, Fig. 1, or by turning

~ up the corner or corners of the molding D, as

IO

shown at II, so thatit bindsagainst the scroll
B, by which means I avoid the use of screws

~ or clamps.
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ing and sheaths to aframe having a base, so
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- has an edge which holds the mirror M and
55
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The molding and sheaths herein shown are
applicablenot only for the purposes of frames
for pictures, but also for ornamental edgings
on frames for tiles, mantels, walls, ceilings,
&e., in which case the moldings and sheaths
are secured to a wooden or other base. This
I do by means of screws, as shown at I, Kig.
4,and at J, Fig. 5. In the former case the
serew I is first driven into the base I{ in the
proper position with the head of the screw
projecting a suitable distance and the mold-
ing afterward slipped on these heads. W here
a bolt is used, as shown in Fig. 5, the frame
may be put together before it is applied to
the base K and the bolt-heads placed in the
molding, after which the frame is applied to

the base and the nuts J adjusted and tight-

ened. This latter manner is preferable, as
the frame can be tightly secured; but the
form shown in Fig. 4 is more generally appli-
cable, because for walls, ceilings, &ec., there
is no opportunity foradjusting the nut L be-

‘hind the case K.

In Fig. 61show an application for the mold-

as to hold a mirror and suitable backing.
Thus K is the base, M the mirror, and N the
backing behind the mirror. The bolt J is
of course applicable instead of the screw Iin
this figure, if desired. Theillustration shows
the relations of the various parts, although it
is obvious that many modifications can be
made of the same.

In order to be able to usethe simple mold-
ing and the sheaths for picture-frames, de.,

some means should be employed for holding

the mirror or picture and the backing to the
molding. I accomplish this by having the
molding constructed with a return or S-
shaped inner edge O, as shown in Kig. 3.
This, while it slides into the sheath in the
same marnner as shown in the other figures,

backing N without necessitating the use ot
serews, nails, or clamps of any character, the
frame being held in position by erimping, as
at G, Fig. 1, or by turning over the corner, as
at H, Fig. 1. |

The foregoing description illustrates the ap-
plication of the adjustable framesand sheath:

~ to uses where plain frames are required wi.a-

05

out any special backing, as in Figs. 1 and 2,
or where the molding itself is provided with
a ledge or wing of some character which
adapts it to receive a backing, as shown In

Fig. 8, or for attaching the plain trames, IFigs. |

N
.,

shown in Tigs. 4, 5, and 6. In many in-
stances, Fowever,and for numerous purposes

the flat forms of frames shown 1n the forego-

ing illustrations are not desirable, and it is
necessary to make the molding so that it pro-
jects beyond the face of the picture, mirror,
or tile, so as to add beauty and effect.

I find in practice that to construct molding

with, say, four ribs on the face and two or

three on the sides, as shown in Ifig. 7, makes
it necessary that I should use heavier metal,
or some support must be given to it to keep
itin shape. Asthe moldingisgenerally made
of brass and is expensive, therefore 1 have
devised several means to remedy this. One
means is to construct a metal strip bent-longi-
tudinally in proper shape to slide in the mold-
ing. Thisisillustrated in Figs. 11 and 12,1n
which P represents the strip with a return-
bend Q, the lower end of which rests on the
inturned edge of the molding, while the other
edge of the strip has a right-angled bend R,
that is designed to receive the backing N and
the mirror or picture. In Kig. 12 the strip P
has simply one bend R for the backing. In
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these illustrations the strips P and backing N

are independent of each other; but a still
more extended and universally applicable nse
can be made of these re-enforcing pieces by
having the backing and re-enforcing stripsor
edges made in one, asshown in Kigs. 9 and 15.
The metallic backing S has its edges turned

| up at right angles, as shown at T, with a re-

turn portion U, which i1s of sufficient width to

slide snugly intc the molding. -
Fig. 10 shows the same application of the

ledge on the inner limb of the molding as
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has been described in Fig. 3, and Figs. 7 and

3 show the reverse manner of inturning a
ledge by making it a portion of the outer limb
of the molding. Inall these forms the corner
or connecting sheath is employed, as illus-
trated in Figs. 1, 2, and 5.

Tig. 14 represents the application of the
different forms in the same structure. Thus
V represents a mirror or picture, W W rows
of tiling, and X open-work ornamentation or
decoration of any kind. The moldings ¢ and
b are of the same type, held together by means
of a metallicsheathing ¢, which also forms the
back. Eachedgeof thisbackingchagacurved
or seroll edge d, which passes around the corre-
sponding edge ot the molding, and when the
ornamental piece X isplacedin the grooves be-
tween the ribs of the molding the whole is held
in the proper relative position. The metal

backing ¢ behind one of therows of the tiling

represents one type of the combined backing

| and re-enforcing edge (referred to in Figs. 9

and 13) as the molding b is sheathed over the

right-angled portion f of the backinge¢.. The

backing g shows a still further amplification
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of the combination, in which the backing it-

self has the molding 2 formed in one edge, or,
rather, it has its upturned edges so formed as
to serve the purposes of a molding and at
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the same time to hold the mirror, picture, or |

tile behind it, and its outer faces may then
be suitably onamented. -

1t 1s obvious that many modifications may
be made; but these features are herein some-
what amplified in order to fully exemplify the
spirit of the invention and to point out its

- merits.

What I claim as new is— o

1. The combination of the sectional sheet-
metal molding having both edges curved
downwardly or serolled, in combination with
screws, the heads thereof being within the
body of the molding between the serolls, the
wooden base to receive the screw and to which
the molding is secured, and the glass or plc-
ture and backing, substantially as herein set

forth.
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~torcing strips sheathed within said molding, |

2. The sheet-metal sheath having down-
wardly-curved edges, in combination with sec-
tional sheet-metal moldings having curved
edges of similar construction, and the mirrors
and pictures and backing, substantially as
herein set forth.

5. A sheet-metal molding for frames, hav-
ing downturned or scrolled edges, as shown,
one of the scrolled edges being inturned to

form a ledge or rest for the backing, substan-

tially as herein set forth. |

4. Amoldingfor frames,having downturned
or scrolled edges, one edge of said serolled
edges being provided with an inturned ledge
for the backing of the frame, in combination
with re-enforcing strips sheathed within said
?cmlled molding, substantially as herein set
forth. '

5. Amolding forframes, having downturned

or scrolled edges, in combination with re-en-

. stantially as herein set forth.
7. A molding for frames, having scrolled

said strips havinginturned ledges for holding
the backing, substantially as herein sét forth.

0. Amolding for frames, having downturned
or scrolled edges, in combination with a sheet-
metal backing provided with upturned edges
suitably bent and over which the molding is
sheathed, and the tiling W between the back-
ing and the scrolled edges of the molding, sub-

edges, as shown, one edge of which is inturned
to form a ledge or rest for the backing, in

combination with corner and connecting
sheaths, and the tiling or mirror between the

backing and molding, substantially as herein
set forth. | | |
5. A molding for frames, having secrolled
edges, as shown, on'e edge of which is provided
with an inturned ledge for the backing of the
frame,in combination with re-enforeing strips

sheathed within said scrolled molding, the eor-

ner and connecting sheaths, and the tiling,
mirror, or picture between the backing and
the serolled molding, substantially as herein

- set forth.

9. A molding for frames, having scrolled

edges, as shown, in combination with a me-
tallic backing provided with upturned edges:
 suitably bent and over which the molding is
sheathed, the corner and connecting sheaths,

and the tile, mirror, or picture between the
backing and the scrolled edges, substantially
as herein set.forth.

Signed this 18th day of June, A. D. 1890.

RIVERIUS MARSH.

In presence of—
J. D. ZERBE,
I. S. ELKINS.
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