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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that we, GEORGE T. BENJAMIN,
JULIEN E. TINKER, and WiIiLLiaM C. ROSEN-

BERGER, of Oha,ttanooga, in the State of Ten-

nessee, have invented certain new and useful
Implmfements 1 Crates; and we do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the 1r1vent10n SHG]] as

will enable others skilled in the art to whmh

it appertains to make and use the same.

Our invention relates to an improvement
In crates, the object being to provide con-
venient means for setting crates up in condi-

tion for use and also to pmwrle for nesting

them during shipment without 111’Lelfer111fr

with their general shape; and with these ob-_

Jects in view our invention consists in cer-
tain novel features of construction and com-
binations of parts, as will be hereinafter de-
scribed, and 1)0111‘[@{21 out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view of our 1mnroved crate. Flﬂ‘ 2 1s an
end view of the cmte showing the Sldes open
or expanded, and I‘w. 3 shows them: closed.

A represents the bottom of the crate; B B,
the sides, and C O are the ends.
and ends are secured, hinged, or otherwise
connected to the bottom b} metal straps 11
or staples 2 2, or both, as preferred.
upper corners these sides have loose connec-
tion with each other, so as to permit them to
expand in order to receive another crate in
nesting, .
It has been the practice her etofme to make
the-sides rigid and either flaring or square.
When square, they could not be nested. un-
less they were knockdown erates, in which

instance a great deal of time and labor was |
In those with the

lost in setting them up.
flaring sides it was necessary to make the

some other scheme for ﬁlhnn' the extra space
left at the top; but in our crate we combine

these advantages—that is, we construct the |

crates for nestmn' and at the same time pro-
vide means for squaring the crates when used,

sothatauniform-sized basketis nsed thro ug h |

out. ‘I'he means generally employed for ac-
complishing this is that shown.

Loops or staples 3 3 are driven into the

sides and ends near their upper corners and

the fasteners 4 4, which consist of narrow

strips of metal, are bent at right angles at *

These bldes

At the

the middle and pas'sed through these Staplés
loosely. These fasteners arebent outward at
their ends to prevent their drawing out of
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the staples or loops,and thus form stops to

prevent the sides from being expanded be-
vond a c¢ertain point.

To set the boxes up, the sides and ends are
pushed together and the fasteners are bent
over, as shown in Kig. 3. When thus bent,
the ends turn inwardly, so that a smoother
and rounded exterior is presented, and there

is no danger of the ends catchmf) into the
clothingorhands of those handling the crates.

It may be added that in order to m&ke neat-
fitting corners they are preferably cut so as
to overlap and form shoulders to prevent
their being pushed inward beyond a certain
point. Thismakes a very substantial as well
as cheap crate, and can be made at a Very
small initial cost.

It is evident that slight changes might be
resorted to in the form and ar ranoement of
the several parts described without depart-
ing from the spirit and scope of our inven-

“tion, and hence we do not wish to limit our-

selves to the exact construction herein set
forth; but, |
Havmn fully described our invention, what

we claim as new, and desire to secure b;y Let-

ters Patent, 18—
1. In a crate, the combination, with expan-

sible sides and ends, said parts having loops

or equlvalent devices at or near their upper

from the loops, substantially as set forth.
2. In a crate, the combination, with expan-

sible sides and ends, said parts havmﬂ* loops

or equivalent devices at their upper COrners,
of straps extending loosely thr ough these
loops and bent la,tera,lly at thelr ends to pre-

vent the straps slipping from the loop%, sub-

stantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof we have signed this
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corners, of straps extending loosely through
these loops and projecting laterally outside
of the loops to prevent the straps slipping
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Spemﬁcatlon in the presence of two subbcmb-' _

Ing witnesses.
GEORGE T, BE\TJAMIN
JULIEN E. TINKER.

WILLIAM C. ROSENI?.ERGER
VWitnesses:
JULIAN E, DOUBLEDAY,
K. Mcl., CAMERON,



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

