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To all whom it m@y COTLCEPTL:
Be it known that I, JoBEN HARWOOD, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Oshkosh,

in the county of Winnebago and State of Wis-
consin, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Letter-Boxes and Door-
Plates Combined; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-

scription of theinvention, such as will enable

others skilled in theart to which it appertains
to make and use the same. |

This invention relates to combined letter-
boxes and door-plates, and has for its object to
provide a box which will be simple in con-
struction, durable, compact in arrangement,
and adapted toreceive a vast amount of mail-
matter compared with its size.

The improvement consists in the novel fea-
tures and the peculiar construction and com-
bination of the parts which will be herein-

which are shown in the accompanying draw-

ings, in which— -

Figure 1 is a perspective view of .a mail-
box embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a
perspective view, parts being broken away, of
the box, the cover and the door being open.
Ifig. 3 1s a section showing the operation of

-~ the cover on dotted lines and the motion of
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the weighted flap which closes the mail-re-
celving opening. FKig. 4is a perspective view
of the hinge and angle-brace. Fig. 5 is an
end viewof the said hinge. Fig. 6 is a front
view of the hinge. Ifig. 7 is a front view of
the door-plate. _
sald door-plate. Fig. 9 i1s a cross-section of
the door-plate on the line X X of IMig. 7. Fig.
10 18 & detail section on the line X X of Fig.
1 on an enlarged scale. _

'The letter-box comprises the sides A, the
back B, the top C, the slanting bottom D, and
the door E. 'The top C, sides A, and bottom
D for economy of construction are made of
wood, which are re-enforced or covered by
sheet metal, the edges of which are bent
over the edges of the said parts C, D, and
A, and overlap the edges of back B, as
shown. The top C is provided with the open-
ing d to permit the insertion of the mail in
the box. The flap I is pivotally supported

along one edge of the opening d and nor-

Fig. 8 is a rear view of the |

| mally extends across the said opening, being

held in this position by the weight £, which
18 attached to the vertical member 7/ of the
said flap. | - |
- Thedoor Eishinged at its lower end in line
with the top edge of the inclined bottom D
by the hinges G, which are L shape in eross-
section and which aresecured to the angle be-
tween the bottom D and sides A, thereby brae-
ing and strengthening the said back. Each
hinge G comprises the two parts ¢ ¢/, which
are relatively at right angles to each other.
The part ¢ is provided at its upper end with
the ear g% through which the hinge-rod G’
passes, and the part ¢’ is provided with the

shoulder ¢° which engages with the lower
{ edge of the said door G and limits the down-

ward movement of the said door and holds
it in an approximately horizontal plane,
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thereby forming.a support for the letters or

other mail-matter and preventing the mail-
matter from falling on the ground. The ears
e overlap the ears ¢°% and the hinge-rod G’
passes through the said ears and pivotally
connects them together. The sight-opening
H in the lower portion of the door is pro-
tected by glass, and is adapted to be closed
by the flap A, which is hinged at one side of
the said sight-opening. When the flap 7 is
turned out of the way, the owner of the box
can see 1f any mail has been deposited therein
without the necessity of opening the box; but
if it be desired, as in temporary absence, to
close the said opening H, the flap & is turned
over the same.
portion of the door are designed to receive
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1'he openings ¢ in the upper

the name of the owner of the box and any -

“other matters, such as the number of the

house, occupation, or any matters desired.
Such matter as is desired to be exposed in the
openings ¢+ is printed on-slips of paper and
placed in said openings, being held therein
from outward displacement by glass and from
inward displacement by the metal plates I,
which are fitted in recesses or rabbets formed
in the inner side of the said door, said plates
being held in place by pins i/, passing through
lugs 77, cast or otherwise formed on the door.
The door E is fastened by any suitable lock.

The cover J has hinged at its rear end the
standard j, which projects up from the back
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of the box sufficiently far to form a recepta-
cle between the said cover and the top of the
box to receive newspapers, circulars, and pe-
riodicals of whatsoever character. 'Thiscover
is held positively closed by the spring IS,
which is secured at its ends to the said cover
and the top of the box, substantially as
shown. | |
The box as hereinbefore described 1s espe-

cially designed to be placed in exposed places; |

but when designed to be secured to the inner
side of the door of 1the dwelling apartment or
place of business I have constructed the fol-
lowing plate to be secured on the outside ot
the said door: This plate I. may be suitably
embellished or adorned, and is provided at
its upper end with the word “Mail,” and has an
opening I near its lower end for the insertion
of the mail-matter, which opening is closed by
the plate M, which is hinged thereto at its
upper end and which is held shut by the
spring m. This plate M is designed to re-
ceive a name, and in this capacity serves a
double purpose of a door-plate and a flap for
closing the openingl, and when detached from
the plate I. can be used as a door-plate sim-
ply. By reason of the inclined bottom D the
letters as they are inserted in the box will
fall forward, thereby rendering it difficult to
remove them through theopening d, and caus-
ing the said letters to lie in a compact form,
in that they will pile one on the other,as will
be readily understood.

Having thus described my invention, what

35 I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, 18—

1. A mail-box having the letter-slip open-
ing in its top and having its bottom inclined
upwardly from rear to front, and having its

40 front side open, and a door for closing the

front side of the box, hinged in line with the
bottom and adapted toopen outward and form

L

a support for the mail-matter, substantially
as described.

9 The combination, with a mail-box hav- 45

ing the mail-receiving opening in its top, ot
a flap pivoted at one side of the opening and
adapted to extend across and close the same
and constructed to opendownward, and hav-
ing a weighted vertical member, substantially

as and for the purpose described.

3. In a mail-box having the mail-receiving
opening in its top, of the cover J, hinged at
one edge to standards which project verti-
cally from thesaid box and which is adapted
to extend over the top of the box and form a
receptacle above the said top of the mail-box
for pamphlets and mail of similar nature.

4. The combination, with the box having
the mail-receiving opening at its top, of the
cover J, hinged at one edge and adapted to ex-
tend over the top of the said box and form &
mail-receiving compartment above the said
top, and the spring K for positively holding
the said cover closed, substantially as de-
seribed.

5. The combination, with the box and the
door having ears e, of the hinges having cor-
responding ears ¢* and having shoulders ¢,
which limit the outward movement of the
said door, and the hinge-rod passing through
the said ears e ¢% substantially as set forth.

6. The combination, with the box, of the
door having a sight-opening which is closed
by glass, and a flap arranged on the inner
side of the door for closing the said opening,
substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof Iaffix mysignature in
presence of two witnesses.

JOIIN HARWOOD.

Witnesses:
A. II. WEEKS,
CHAS. B. W. RYCKMAN.
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