(No Moﬁel.)

E. F. MORTON.
PIOCKET WIRING FENCE MACHINE.

No. 452,613. Patented May 19, 1891.

Ve ., N©
\ ~ % N~

VA 7772\

TN LY T X ALK o K A N X
. ﬁ:’; % WO _ e fgy\
- N2 “ "

. -

. Tz verctor
e @g{wwﬁ/ @//?Zﬂ%
- "5"’;@” Lo B rt

- R |
H .
L-l.-L \
H:'J T

2l Ztr0e3968” e

p—— . S ———
____-——-—H
L
| ™
L
b 1
| n
. I_
|




IO

.[5

20

30

35

40

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

EDWIN F. MORTON,

OF MANSFIELD

"IT‘ENNESSEE.

PICKET WIRING FENCE MACHINE.

———r——rrr . —

SPECIFICATION fmmmg part of Letters Patent No. 452,613, dated May 19, 1891.

Applmatmn filed June 297, 1890, - Serial No. 356,977.

(No mudel )

To all whom it m(oycancerm .

Be it known that I, EDWIN F. MORTON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mans-
field, in the county of Henry and State of
Tennessee, have invented certain new and
useful Iinprovements in Picket-Wiring Fence-

Machines,of which the following is a specifica- |

tion, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings.

My invention 1"'61&1:65 to a new and useful
improvement in making wire-and-picket
fences; and it consists in the construction,
arrangement, and combination of parts more
fully hereinafter described, and afterward
pointed out in the claims. *

The object of my . invention is to provide a

device with which a wire-and - picket fence

can be easily constructed, and which may be
readily operated by one workman.

“Another object is to provide a machine
which is simple, cheap, and effective and may
be easily transported from place to place
and occupy but a small space after being
packed. Thisobject I attainby the construc-
tion illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this specification,
wherein like letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in the several views, in
which— | -

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my device
in operatwe position,showinghalf of a panelof
fence built. Ifig. 2 ISaJperqpectlve view of part
of the weaver, the locking-plate being raised
for the insertion of a wire. Kig. 3 is a lon-
oitudinal vertical cross-section through the
tensmn device., TIig. 4 1s a Slmlldl view
through the base and wire-holding standards.
Fig 5 is an enlarged perspective of a section
of a fence, 11111strat1nﬂ‘ the position assumed

by the twisted wire after the pickets are in-

berted
In the drawings, A indicates a post having

two supporting -wires I3 B secured thereto
néar the top and bottom, respectively, which
mayv extend the length of several panels.

C indicates a stretcher having spools C" C
journaled therein,on which the wires I are

coiled., The Shafts of these spools terminate |

in a key angular in cross-section, on which a
crank may be attached to rotate the -spools
and tighten the wires.

|

¢ ¢ indicate ratchet-w heelb secured on the
shafts, with which pawls ¢’ ¢’ engage for hold-
ing the spools in a stationary pesition.

The side pieces of the stretcher are remov-
ably secured in a base D, having arms d ex-
tending from the rear thereof.

E represents stirrups pivoted to the ends
of the base and arms,through which are passed
pegs which arve driven into the ground to rig-
1dly hold the base in position. |
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K’ E’ represent tie-rods having hooks ¢ on

their ends to engage with eyes e_aud e° on
the arms of the_base and sidesof thestretcher,
respectively, to add rigidity to the frame and
act in the capacity of braces.

I’ represents a tension device removably
secured to the wires I3, composed of two par-

allel bars I/ F/,each having inclined arooves -

f therein near 1t% upper and lower ends, in-

clining 1in opposite directions, as shown in

Kig. 3,:_—‘md in dotted lines in Fig. 1. Jour-
naled in cross-pieces which conneet the bars

F’ are two wheels having a groove in their

periphery, over which the binding-wire G
passes after passing through the mt,hned
openings located below the wheels.

H indicates a weaver consisting of two disks

', having central openings 7 therein.

7/ indicates a channel, through which the
supporting-wires I are p.:Lssed and are locked
in position in the center of the disks by a
countersunk locking-plate 7/, hinged  at A
and having a turn-button /3 ‘ro loel;: 1t 1n its
closed po&:ition permitting the disks to be
moved or slid on the wires without becoming
detached from the same.

I indicates radialslotsin the peripheries of

the dlbks, in which are placed the binding-
wires G. -

J Indicates two arms eccentrical
at 7 to the disks H’, directly opposite the slots
I, and rigidly connected at their outer ends by
a bar J’, havmg a handle J? secured near its
center., |

The operation may be described as follows:
The wires I> are secured to the posts and
drawn tight by the stretcher and the tension
device and the weaver placed thereon in the
panel to be built. The wires Gare then fast-

ly pivoted

ened to the post at the same point as the sup-
porting-wires.

The weaver is placed on the
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supporting - wires Dby inserting the same
through the channels and locking them in the
centralopening by meansoi thelocking-plates.
The binding-wires G are inserted in the radial
orooves in the periphery of the weaver-disks,
and the device 18 now ready for operation.
The first picket 1s placed on the opposite side
of the supporting-wire and the binding-wire
placed on the outside of the picket. Thehan-
dle J<is then depressed, carrying the binding-
wire around the picket and supporting-wire,
binding the same in place. T'he next picket
is then placed on the same side of the sup-
porting-wire, and the handle J* being raised
slightly, allowsthe binding-wire slack enough
for the insertion by reason of its having its
center on the supporting-wire, and the bind-
ing-wire, taking its movement from the pe-
riphery of the weaver, is forced below the sup-
porting-wire-and around the picket, the ten-
sion device allowing the binding-wire to feed
slowly by binding it while passing through
the oppositely-inclined openings and over the
small wheels. 'T'he weaver may be brought
close to the pickets, so that it will require but
one workman to insert the pickets and de-

pressand raise the handleJ® alternatively and

slide along the supporting-wire as the work
progresses. YYhen the first panel is finished,
the locking-plates are raised and the weaver
removed and placed on the panel next to be
built. |
I am aware that many minor changes may
be made in the construction and arrangement
of parts and substituted for those shown and
described without in the least departing from
the nature and principle of my invention,.
Having thus described my invention, what I
claim, and desire tosecure by Letters Patent,

40 18—
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1. In a fence-making machine, a wedver
consisting of two disks having central open-
ings, channels leading into the openings, and
orooves in the periphery of the disks,and a
handle having arms extending out from 1its
ends atright angles thereto and secured to the
disks at points directly opposite the grooves,
substantially as described.

2. In a fence-making machine, a tension
device consisting of parallel bars having op-
positely -inclined openings therein, cross-
pieces connecting the bars, grooved wheels
in the cross-pieces,over which the binding-
wires pass after passing through the open-
ings, and means for suspending the device
from the fence-wires, substantially as de-
sceribed.

d. In a fence-making machine, a weaver
consisting of two circular disks connected by
a bar having arms extended therefrom and
eccentrically pivoted to the disks near their
outer edges, said disks having a radial groove
1n their periphery opposite the pivotal point
of connection with the arms of the connect-
ing-bar, openings in their centers, having
channels leading thereto, and locking-plates
across sald channels, substantially as de-
sceribed.

4. In a fence-making machine, a tension
device consisting of side bars having oppo-
sitely-inclined openings therein, and grooved
wheels between opposite openings and above
the same, over which the binding-wires pass,
substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I afiix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

| EDWIN . MORTON.
Witnesses:
I.. W. ALLEN,
GUS. KDWARDS.
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