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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, JAMES C. PARKER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Wood-
ston, in the county of Rooks and State of Kan-

sas, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Shifting Rails for Covered

Vehicles and their Bolts and Braces; and T

do declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked

thereon, which form a part of this specifica-

tion. |
My invention relates to shifting rails for
covered vehicles, and has for its object to im-
prove the construction, operation, and  effi-
ciency of such devices. |
~ With this object in view my invention con-
sists in the construction, arrangement, and
combination in devices hereinafter fully de-
scribed, and afterward specifically pointed
out in the claim.* L

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

a top plan view of my improved shifting rail

for a vehicle, the seat being also shown. Fig.
21s a view in side elevation of one of my
shouldered bolts. Fig. 3 is a sectional view
showing the connection between seat, seat-

‘brace, rail-brace, and rail.

Like letters of reference mark the same
parts in all the figures of the drawings.

Referring to the drawings by letters of ref-
erence, A is a seat having side projecting
braces or supports ¢ @ and rear projecting
braces 0 b. - _

B is a shifting rail composed of sides C D
and back portions E ¥. The back portions
K If are connected together at their center by
rule-joints ¢, and have their outer ends con-

nected to their side pieces C and D by rule-.

joints ¢ d. Each shifting rail is provided at
1ts end with a projection turned outward and
inward, as at f /. These projections are for

the purpose of attaching the shifting top,

which is held thereon by nuts % h, as shown,
and each side rail is provided at G with a
projecting rod, upon which the top rests when
thrown backward. The side rails are pro-
vided with open notches 7 j” in their outer
sides, the back pieces being provided with
open notches £ A’ in their front sides.

In Fig. 2 I have shown my improved bolt

G’ ard in Fig. 3 my improved brace H. The
notches 7 9" and & %’ receive bolt G’ and
notches 2 2" in the front of the side
D receive brace H. The bolts G’ are threaded
and provided with nuts O and heads K, as
usual, but are also provided along their sides
just under their heads with flat projections
L, as shown. The end of the brace H is con-
structed similarly, the shoulder X’ formed
thereon answering the purpose of the head
on the bolt G’. The projection L extends
from the head of a distance about equal to

the thickness of the shifting rails.

The bows of the vehicle-top, a portion of
which is at M in Fig. 1, are pivoted on the
projections f f’ before described, and when
the top is thrown backward these bows rest
as usual, supported by the side braces of top
upon the rests . Curtain-buttons ¢’ are
provided at their properintegvals.
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P is a spring which may be used to pre- 7s

vent the rail from shifting backward, and, if
desired, the shifting rail may be bolted to the
said spring. |

It may be seen that the device shown in
Fig. 1 may be readily removed by drawing
the spring P backward and then drawing the
rule-joint K, which will cause the sides to be
drawn in toward the center, disengaging the
slots 7 and j” from the side bolts, while at the
same time the forward ends of the side bars
(in Fig. 1) will be drawn backward, releasing
the said braces I, thus obviating the neces-
sity of removing the bolts and of disturbing
the seat. |

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, ig—

In ashifting rail, the combination, with two
back bars having their inner ends hinged to-
gether and having slots in their forward
edges, of side bars pivoted to the outer ends
of said back bars, the said side bars having
open slots in their forward ends and in their
outer sides, as described.

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

JAMES C. PARKER.

Witnesses:
P. C. DUNLAP,
R. HASTMAN.
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