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To all whom it ma Y COTLCETTL:

Be it known that I, ANSON BURLINGA’VIE
WOoO0D, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Lynchburg, in the county of Campbell
and State of Vn mma; have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in-Mail-Bag
Catchers; and I do hereby declare the fol—
lowing to be « full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion of the invention stich as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to w hich it apper tains
to make and use the same.

This invention relates to anpa,mtug for re-
ceiving and delivering mail from postal cars
while the latter are in motion and aims to
obviate projecting arms when the device is
notin use, and to secure a positive and certain
delivery and reception of the mail with the
least possible wear and tear on the mail-

pouches and with the greatest possible dis-
1 be

patch and convenience to the clerks.

The improvement consists of the novel fea-
tures, which will be hereinafter more fully
deserlbed and claimed, and which are shown
in the annexed drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s a perspective view showing the
apphcatlon of the invention and the 1elat1ve
dispomtlon of the catcher and the crane. Fig.
2 18 a perspective view of the catcher, show-—
ing 11 reversed and folded. Iig. 3is a cross-
Section of the shaft and the reversible_head
to which the catcher-arm is attached, taken
just in front of the lug which fastens the said
head to the shaft.

which secur es the movable ﬁl’l“@l to the said
arm.

The shaft C is journaled at its ends in the
bearings D, which are secured to the jambs
of the door A of a postal car. The head B is
pivotally connected at one end to the shaft C
midway of the ends thereof, so as to turn from
one side to the other, and is provided in its

| chametmcally—opposwe sides with channels b

b, which form seats for and receive the shaft

C. The {rangverse opening &’,near the outer

- or free end of the head, admits either of the

lugs a, that are provided on the shaft C, and

~which are apertured to receive the pin b7,

which fastens the free end of the head to the
said shaft. The catcher-arm E is of usual

construction and is secured to the head in

I'ig.4 18 a cross-section of
the delivery-arm, taken through the bolt

any‘dequ ed manner. The operating-handle If
is attached tothe head and projects {herefrom

| in an-opposite direction to the catcher-arm

E. Thedelivery-arm G is also secured to the
head B, and its outer endrecurves and 1s pro-
vided with the clamp ¢, which extends in an
opposite direction to the catcher-arm E. A
corresponding clamp ¢” is provided near the
outer-end of the catcher-arm and extends in
the same direction as the clamp ¢g. Collars
I and IH’ are secured on the shaft C, near
each end thereof, and rubber or yielding
bumpers I I are mtei posed befween the said
brackets D and the said collars H and .
The end of the head B touches either collar

II or I’ in either of its positions, and, the
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shaft C having a limited longitudinal move-

ment in the besnmns obvmusly the shock
caused by the catcher taklno* up a pouch will

nearer the free end of the head B.

The delivery-arm J, pivoted to the door-
jamb, is connected by link K with arm / of
collarHH’in sucha mannerthat the arm J will

fold up to the side of the car when the catcher

folds, and will be projected when the catcher
is extended and in position for use. The
clamp on the outer end of the arm J 1s com-
posed of the spring L, which is secured to the
under side of the arm by thebolts 7/, and the
finger I/, which is secured to the upper side
of t_he arm by the said bolt / in such a man-
ner as to turn to the right or to the left. The
inner end of the pivoted finger L’ is concaved
on its under side to fit the upper convexed
surface of the delivery-arm J, whereby the
said finger is held in an operative position
under normal conditions.
posite faces or sides of the arm J and the fin-
ger I’ curved in cross-section the finger L.
will be held in an operative position an'amst
accidental displacement, in that a positive
force will have to be brought to bear to turn
the said finger " on the bolt I” against the
tension of the spring L. |

The crane, which may be of ordinary con-

struction and which ig shown to fully 1llus-

trate the application of the invention, is com-
posed of a post M, lever N, pivoted between

its ends to the post M and having the finger
i npivoted on its outer end, and the arm O, piv-

compensated for by the bumper that 1s

By having the op-
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oted near the ecenter of the post and having the
[inger o pivolted on ifs outer end and pro-
vided with the double eatcher I

The operation of the invention 1s as follows:
'The pouch Q to be taken up by the passing
car 1s suspended from the {inger n, and 18
steadied by the finger o being thrust through
the lower ring, as shown in I‘ig. 1. In this
position the cateher 1? will reeeive the pouch
from the car. The pouch R to be delivered
from the car is suspended from either of the
clamps ¢ or ¢, according to the position of
the catcher, and from the one that 1s dircetly
above the delivery-arm J, the ring at the

lower end of the pouch being held by the

clamp on the end of the said delivery-arm J.
The car going in the direction of the arrow,
the pouch R will be caught up by the catcher
P of the cranc at the station, and the pouch
(Q will be taken up by the catener on the car.
When the pouch ) 1s disengaged {from the
crane, the lever N, as also the arm O, will fold
to the post M and be out of the way. The
clerk on the car will let go the operating-han-
dle I, which, owing to weight of catcher-arm,
will be brought into a vertical position and
fold the catcher and the delivery-arm and
bring the pouch within the car or within easy
reach. It will be observed that the several

fingers L/, n, and o will turn to permit the
ready detachment of the pouches from their
supporting appliances.
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The ehhannels in the |
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cateher-head receive the shaft C and elicet a

firmm connecction between the eateher and the
said shaft in either position of the cateher.

Iavine thus deseribed my invention, what 1
-Jaim, and desire to sccure by Letters Patent,
1S~

1. The eombination, with the shaft, of the
eatcher reversibly pivoted to the shaft and
having channelsin its diametrically-opposite

sides to receive the side shaft in either posi-

tion of the catcher, and means for securing
the cateher to the shaft, substantially as de-
seribed.

9. The combination, with the shaft and the
reversible cateher pivoted to the said shaft,
of the delivery-arm G, having a clamp g, and
the elamp ¢” on the catcher-arm, substantially
as described, for the purpose speeified.

3. The combination, with the shaft, the re-
versible eateher pivotally connected with the
shaft, the delivery-arm G, connected with the
catcher-head and having clamp ¢, and the
clamp ¢’ on the catcher-arm, of the delivery-
arm J, pivoted to the car, and connections be-
tween the said arm and the shaft C, substan-
tially as desecribed, for the purpose specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two withesses.

ANSON BURLINGAME WOOD.

Witnesses:

W. W. LARKIX,
IT. E. DE WITT.
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