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To all whom it ma,y CONCErn:
Be it known that I, WiILLIAM B. BUNLLR a

residentof Warren,in the county of Jo Da,wess
and State of 111111015 have invented certain

new and useful Implovements in Stamp-Ap-
plying Devices; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of theinvention, such as will enable oth-

ers skilled in the art to which 1t pertains to

make and use the same. |
My invention relates to improvements in

devices for applying stamps to letters and

packages, and is clearly deseribed and ex-
plained in this specification and shown in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figare 1 is a view of my improved stamp
ing dewce, partly inside elevation and partly
in Vertlca,l sectlon and Fig. 2 is a bottom
plan thereot.

In the views, A is a handle of ordinary
form, adapted to be grasped by the operator.
A’ is a preferably metallic shank set in the
handle and extending from one end thereof,
and A’’is a plunger or follower, preferablyof

rubber or other elastic material, fastened to

the end of the shank, the handle, shank, and
plunger forming when connected a, &1I]ﬂ16 cle-

‘ment of the dewee

B is a block of wood or metal fitting loosely

on the shank and free to slide thelwn but

held normallyin contact with the plunﬂ'el A’
by means of the spring B’ interposed be-
tween the block and the end of the handle.

C is a chamber having walls, preferably of
rubber or other elastic 1nater1al and an 1n-
ternal space of rectangular cross- ‘section sub-

‘stantially the same as the area of a postage-
stamp of the form intended to be applied by |

the device, the chamber being fastened to the
lower fa,ce of the block either permanently
or detachably by any sultable means—as, for

~instance, by set-screws D, passing through a
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flange b, formed on the lower edge of the
block B and encir cling the walls of the cham-
On the lower margin of the walls of the
chamber is formed a sho'ht internal flange ¢
of sufficient width or p103cct10n to pleveut
the accidental escape of the stamp from the
chamber, and yet to permit the withdrawal of
the stamp therefrom on the application ot

sufficient pressure.

| chamber with their gummed faces downward,

either by pressing them upward from below
or by removing the chamber and filling it
from above they may be brought into the po-
sition shown in Fig. 1 by placing the lower
end of the device upon any solid base and
pressing the handle and plunger downward
until all the stamps are in a comparatively
compact body in the bottom of the chamber,
and if when the stamps are in this position
they be pressed upon any moistening-pad the

gummed or lower surface ot the bottom stamp

W111 be wet sufficiently to make 1t adhesive,
when pressure of the stamp upon any dlysur-
face,as that of a letter or package, will cause
the stamp to adhere to the said surface and
will withdraw it from the chamber,thereby ex-
posing the stamp next above it and leaving
it in position where it is ready for a similar
operation. It is evident that the operation
thus described may be repeated until the
chamber is entirely emptied of stamps; and
as theapplication of eachstamp involves only
the pressing of the stamp upon a moistened
sponge or other pad and then upon the sur-
face to which the stamp is to be applied the
device can be eperated very rapidly and re-
quires no skill whatever upon the part of the
operator.

I havefoundin practice that while
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the chamber C and follower A’ may be of

any desired material they operate more sat-
isfactorily and easily if made of rubber or
other elastic material. If the chamber and
its marginal flanges ¢ be of rigid material, the
stamp can only be drawn from the chambel
by bending or yielding at its edges suff
to eseape from the flanges _of the chamber,
whereas if the walls of the chamber and the

flanges thereon be of elastic material the

stamp may be withdrawn without bending or
vielding at its edges. The elasticity of the
follower A’/ peumts it to change its angle
slightly with reference to the sha,nk to which
it is fastened, so that it may remain substan-
tially pm*allel to the surface on which the
stamp is to be fastened, even if the handle
and shank be not exactly at right angles to
said surface when the stamp is applied. If
the follower be formed of a rigid material,
this effect may be secured, however, by giv-
ing it a slight play upon the shank instead of

If a number of stamps A be plaeed in the | fastening it rigidly thereto.

iciently '
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I am aware that the detailsof construction |

of the device shown and described may be
varied in many particulars without affecting
the principle of its construection or operation;
and I desire therefore not to limit the inven-
tion to the precise form shown, this form be-
ing intended merely as one operative and
practical illustration of the invention.
Having now described and explained my

ro Invention,what I claim as new, and desire fo

secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. Inastamp-affixing device,a downwardly-
open stamp-chamber of rubber or the like
elastic material, provided with a suitable han-
dle and combined with means for forcing
stamps downward within the chamber.

452,257

2. The ecombination, with the base and the
reciprocating plunger whose shank passes
therethrough, of a spring offering yielding
resistance to the downward movement of the
plunger, and an elastic stamp-chamber de-
tachably secured to the base, inclosing the
plunger and having at its lower margin in-
tegral internal projections.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
Ing witnesses.

WILLIAM B. BUNKER.

YWitnesses: .
Romt. . WILES,
JOHN A. FRANCISCO.
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