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To all whom it may concer: -

Be 1t known that I, ADOLPH OSTLUND, a
citizen of the United States,residing at Cen-
treville, in the county of Appanooseand State
of Iowa, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Convertible Chairs for
Children; and I dodeclare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact deseription of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to the letters and
figures of reference marked thereon, which

form a part of this specification.
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“mental seat or cushion raised.

A0

45

My invention relates to a new and usefal
improvement in convertible chairs for chil-
dren; and it consists in the construction and
arrangement of parts more fully hereinafter
described, and definitely pointed out in the
claims. | |

Theobject of myinventionistoprovideade-

-vice which can be converted into a rocking-
chair, stationary chair, commode, and nurs-

ery-chair.
Another object is to provide a chair that
may be easily converted, as set forth, and

which will be cheap, durable, simple, and

compact.
These objects I obtain by the construction

illustrated in the accompanying drawings,

forming a part of this specification, wherein
like letters of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts in the several views, 1n which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my device

to be used asa commode, showing the supple-
Fig. 2 1saper-
spective view showing the leaf ortray lowered
and the seat in its normal position. -Fig. 31s
a view of the spring-catch, and Fig. 4 is'a
view of the catch and hinge for the sliding foot-
rest. Tfig.5isadetached vertical cross-section
through the foot-rest and frame, showing the
spring-cateh in engagement with the frame.

Referring to the drawings by letter of ref-
erence, A is aframe having legs I3 at 1ts four
corners and casters binsaid legs; B% the back;

- B3 the seat, and B* the arms, formed with
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from its face near theends. .

the rest B°. On the rear of the frame A 1s a
support B’, on which rest rockers C, the sup-
port having raised portions b° extending up
Pivoted to these

supports near its upper edge are hooks 0" for

ing the chair in a rigid position.

| engaging with pins on the rockers for retain-

D are springs secured at their lower ends 55

i

to the support B’ and at their upper ends to

the rods d, said rods being attached to the

chalr-seat. | R
D’ are guides rigidly secured to the inside
of the rockers by brackets d? sald guides ex-

-
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tending below the rockers and impinging -

against the inner faces of the supports, serv-
ing to retainthe rockers in place and prevent-
ing lateral displacement.

I are supporting rods or links pivoted to
the rockers near their upper forward ends,

and areconnected to aleaf or tray I and serve

as supports for the tray when in its raised po-

sition and to preventlateral movement when
Secured beneath the

the same 18 lowered.
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rear ends of the leaf are spring-catches f,

having acurved forward portion f’, a reduced
or notched portion 2, and a shoulder f° The
spring-catch engages with a lug or othersuit-
able device F/ on the arm of the chair and
retaing the leaf in its raised position on said

| arms by the lug passing below the curved

portion #/ and resting in the notch f* To
release the leaf it is only necessary to press
against the inclined portion f* and pull the
leaf forward a little, when the link E, being
past its center, will raise the same out of en-
cagement with the lug. |

G is asupplemental seat or cushion, hinged
at g near the rear of the chair-bottom, hav-
ing a reduced portion semicircular in shape
in its forward edge to conform with a simi-

larly-shaped reduction in the chair-bottom..

This supplemental seat is raised and rests
against the chair-back proper, exposing a cir-
cular opening I in the chair-bottom when 1t

is desired to use the device as a commode..

On the inner face of the frame A is secured
a cleat or beading a, which supports a slid-
ing foot-rest I, which has a reduced semicir-
cular portion 7 in its front edge. Theobject

of this reduced portion in the front edge isto

obtain less weight and make the foot-rest
more ornamental. Itwill benoticed that this
curvatnre does not extend entirely across the
rest, but terminates about the thickness. ot
the cleat from the edge. This is to afford a
bearing-surface for the rest when the rest is

| to be used as a support for the tray, thus
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making in conjunction with the spring-
catches a hinge-joint, hereinafter deseribed.
Spring catehes or hinges J are sceured to the
outer upper face of the rests, having aloop 7/,
with which they may be manipulated. Open-
ings or holes ¢’ are made in the inner {aces of
the frame in the path of the spring-catches,
Into which the same enter and retain the
foot-rest in any desired position.

I have found in practical use that three
catch-openings will be safficient—viz., when
the foot-rest is to be used as a support for a
receptacle, when the deviee is to be used as
a commode, as shown in Fig. 1, as a foot-rest
proper to be placed below the semicircular
opening in the edge of the chair-seat, and as
a support for the leaf when the same is in
the position shownin Fig.2. The square end
of the foot-rest resting on the cleats and the
spring-cateh fitting snugly in the opening in
the frame hold the foot-rest in a rigid verti-
cal position, its inner ends supporting the
tray.

The operation may be described as follows:

T'o form a chair proper the supplemental seat

1s lowered and the leaf or tray raised to the
position shown in Fig 1, the spring-cateh in
the foot-rest engaging with one of the holes
or openings ¢’ in the frame. 1o convert the
chair into a commode the supplemental seat
Is raised, exposing the opening in the chair-
bottom, and the foot-rest disengaged from the
holes ¢’ by pressing theloopstowardeachother
and slid beneath the opening in the bhottom
of the chair, where another hole affords recep-
tion for the spring-catches, and any suitable
receptacle can be placed immediately beneath
the opening. To convert the chair now into
a device for preventing children from fall-
Ing when first learning to walk, the foot-rest
1s slid forward, the spring-catches engaging
with the foremost hole and raised to a verti-
tical position, as shown in Tig. 2. The leaf
1s then lowered, resting on the foot-rest, the
semicircular opening in the said way form-
Ing, in connection with a like opening in the
edge of the chair-seat, a circular opening, (in-
dicated as K,) into which the child is placed,
1ts feet touching the floor and its arms and
head above the seat. To place the child in

the opening or remove it, I have found it pref-
erable to let the leaf rest on the frame until
the child is put in, when the leaf canbe raised
and held in place by the link and foot-rest.
To form a rocking-chair the hooks are dis- |
engaged from the pins on therockers and the
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upper portion of the chair is free to move
backward and forward, being held in place
by the coil-spring, which has a tendency to

the guides.

I am aware that many minor changes in the
construction and arrangement of parts of my
device can be made and substituted for those
herein shown and deseribed without in the
least departing from the nature and prinei-
ple of my invention.

Itaving thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a convertible chair, the frame having
cleats on its inner face and extending the
length of the same,an extensionintegral with
said frame and in the rear thereof, a rocking-
chair mounted thereon and provided with an
opening in the seat thereof, springs and
guides on the bottom of the c¢hair for retain-
ing the samein place on the frame, and a foot-
rest slidingly supported on the cleats below
the chair, having spring-catches in one end to
retain the same in a stationary position, sub-
stantially as described.

2. In a convertible chair, a base, a rocking-
chair mounted thereon, means for holding the
rocker in alignment with the base, a tray piv-
otally connected by links with the chair-rock-
ers and adapted to be lowered to the plane of
the chair-seat, cleats on the inner face of the
base extending the length thereof, and a foot-
rest having asliding and locking engagement
with said baseand adapted to be turned toand
retained 1n a vertical position to support said
tray in its low position, substantially as de-
seribed.

5. Inaconvertible chair, a supporting-base,
a Toot-rest sliding thereon and adapted to be
turned to and retained in a vertical position,
a rocking-chair provided with a seat having
a semicircular opening in the forward outer
cdge, means for holding the said chair in
alignment with and in fixed position on said
base, a tray provided in its inner edge with a
semicircular opening, and linked pivotal con-
nection between said tray and rocker- frame,
whereby said tray may be lowered to the
plane of the chair-seat and be supported by
the foot-rest, substantially as deseribed.

ADOLPII OSTLUND.

Wituesses:
W. W. OLIVER,
C. J. PHILLIPS,

normally hold 1t in a horizontal position, and 6o
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