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To all whom it may concern.:

Beitknown thatI, ELISHA WILLIAM CLARI{

a citizen of the Umted States, residing at H19*h
-Spring,in the county of Alachua and State of

5 Florida, have invented certain new and use.
ful Improvements in Tables; and I do declare
the following to be a full, oloal and exact de-
seription of the 1nvont1on such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-

10 tains to make and use the same, reference be-

ing had to the accompanying drawmﬂ‘s and

to the letters of reference marked thereon
which form a part of this specification.

T'he invention relates to improvements in

15 lunch-tables or tables adapted for use in eat-

ing-houses, the main object being to furnish

a table of the kind with a rotatory disk upon

which dishes may be placed in order from one

position while said top rotates; and it consists

20 1n the construetion, arrangement, and novel

combination of parts hereinafter deseribed,

1llustrated in the drawings, and particularly
pointed out in the appended claim.

In the accompanying drawings, in which

25 similar letters of reference indicate similar

parts, Figure 1 represents a plan view of the

base or frame that supports the table-top and

attachments, and to which the legs are se-

cured.- Kig. 2 represents a side view of said
30 irame and attached legs. Fig. 3 representsa
plan view of the cross-frame to which the

fixed annular edge or rim of the table-top is.

secured. FKig. 4 1eplesonts a plan view of the
table with the rotatory portion of the top de-
35 tached. Kig. 5 represents a reversed plan
view of said rotatory portion of the top. Fig.
6 represents a broken plan view of the table,

showing the manner in which the parts stand -

one above the other. FKig. 7 represents a side
40 view extending from below the base or sup-
porting frame to the top. FKig. 8 represents
a slde view of the operativo mechanism, the
side of the inclosing casing thereof bomn re-
moved.

Referring to the drawings by letter, A des-
ignates the base-frame or Suppmt-flame of
the table, composed of the cross-bars a a and
the strips a’ a’, secured to and connecting the
arms of the samo, and of the legs a?® a? secured
50 to the frame A at points oorlespondmﬂ' to the

ends of the cr oss—meces a Qs
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|

of which 1s attached to the shaft and the

B is the fixed annular edge or rim of the
table-top, which rim is seoured by nails or
otherwise to the strips a’ a’, and b is a cross-
frame composed of the bars D b’, having their
ends secured to the upper smfaoo of. s:sud rim.
1The points of crossing or centers of the cross-
bars a ¢ and 0" b’ 1eﬂ19tel and are provided
with registering openings which form a bear-
ing for a short vertical pwoted tube herein-
after described.

C is the rotatory portion or disk of the ta-
ble top, of slightly larger diameter than the
inner periphery of the fixed annular rim B,
so that 1ts edge projects a short distance be-
yond said periphery. Secured centrally to
the lower surface of said disk is the short piv-
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| otal tube ¢, which has outstanding legs at its

top, through openings in which the tube 1s
bolted to ’rhe disk. The pivotal tube ¢cstands
and turns in the bearing-opening ¢’ in the
center of the cross-bars a ¢ and &’ b/, the disk
standing about two inches above the rim,
from Wth]l it 1s separated by the inter venmﬂ'
cross-bars b7 b’. |

The following is a description of the mech-
anism by means of which the rotatory disk
and fly-fan are operated.

‘Secured to the frame A and dopondmﬂ
therefrom is a case D containing said mech-
anism.. In the fop and bottom of the case are
goumalod the ends of a vertical shaft I, upon
which is the coiled driving-spring 7, one end
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other end to the casing. f”is a ratchet-wheel 83
mounted on said shaft and controlled by a
suitable pawl connected to ihe casing, the
ratchet-wheel preventing the shaft from ro-
tating in the wrong dir setion. f*is a ﬂ'od,l-
wheel mounted on the shaft If, and f3 18

bevel-pinion mounted thereon. aktove smd

wheel.

(= 18 a horizontal shaft j journaled in a bear-

| Ing in the end of the casing and having on

1ts end therewithin a bovel -plnion g, that 05
meshes with the similar pinion f? on the shaft

. The outer end of the, shaft G is formed

into a crank-handle ¢’, by means of which
and the bovol—pmlons the shaft K can be ro-
tated and the spring f wound up.

Fl1s a pinion mounted on the shaft I above
the bevel-pinions.
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The lower end of the short pivotal tube ¢
passes through an opening in the top of the
casing into the latter and has upon it a gear-
wheel I, that meshes with the pinion H, so
that the rotation of the shaft I will rotate
said gear-wheel and pivotal tube, and conse-
quently the disk C secured to the latter.

Thewheel I is loose on the pivotal tube, but
may be made to turn therewith by means of
a spliced clutch-sleeve ¢, that ecan be moved
cdown to engage or cluteh the upper end of
the hub of said wheel. The sleeve is thus
moved by means of a lever ¢/, pivoted in an
opening in theadjacent end of the casing and
having a fork on its inner end, the arms of
which enter a groove in the sleeve. Thus
when 1t 18 not necessary to rotate the disk C
the wheell and clutch-sleeve 2 are disengaged
and the wheel turns idly on the pivoted tube.

IL 18 a vertical fly-fan spindle stepped in a
bearing secured to the floor of the casing and
extending thence upward through the pivotal
tube ¢ to a sufficient height above the rota-
tory disk C, and & k& are fans of any desirod
number suitably arranged and attached to
the top of said spindle.

The spindle I8 1s in two sections connected
by a socket-joint just inside of the top of the
pivotal table, so that when it is not desired
to usethe fansthe uppersection with the fans
can be detached and laid aside.

K’ isa pinion mounted on the lower section
of the fan-spindle, within the casing, meshing
with the gear-wheel 7% on the shaft I and ro-
tated thereby, so that the spindle and fans
are also rotated by the described gearing.

The disk Cisrotated by agear-wheel driven
by a pinion because it is necessary that said
disk should move quite slowly, while the fly-
fan spindle, which, with the fans, is intended
to move rapidly,1s rotated by a piniondriven
by a gear-wheel.

In operation when a guest seats himself at
the table he can, if he desires, read resting
his boolk on the stationary annular rim B
while his order isbeing filled. The waiter be-
fore serving the order sets the rotatory disk C
in motion by the deseribed means. 1le then
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places the dishes on said moving disk as he
stands at one point adjacentthereto, the disk
moving forward with one dish that has been
placed on it and giving clear space for the re-
ception of a second dish. This 1s continued
till the order is served, when the rotation of
the disk is stopped.

It must be observed that one and the same
spring drives both thedisk Cand the fly-fans.

I am aware that prior fo my invention de-
vices have been used in which two disks have
been driven at equal rates of speed in dif-
ferent directions, and 1 do not, therefore, de-
sire to claim such a construction, as it is evi-
dent that it is an essential part of my inven-
tion that the fan be revolved faster than it
would be advisable to rotate the carrying-disk
(for fear of spilling the contents of the ves-

| sels thereon) and that means be provided to

hold the disk stationary; and therefore
What I ¢laim as my invention is—

In a self-waiting table, the combination,

with two sets of cross-barsand with an annu-
lar rim contained between the said sets, of a
tube supported by the said cross-bars, a disk
of greater size than the internal diameter of
the said annular rim mounted upon the said
tube, a spindle contained within the said tube
projecting above and below the said spindle
and having a fan upon its upper end, a shaft
below said annular rim, having two gear-
wheels of unequal size thereon, a spring
adapted to drive the said shaft, a pinion upon
the base of the said spindle engaging the
larger of the said gear-wheels, a gear-wheel
loosely mounted upon the said tube and en-
gaging the smaller of the sald gear-wheels, a
clutch sliding upon the said tube and engag-
ing the said gear-wheel thereon,and a pivoted
lever controlling the position of the said
cluteh, as deseribed.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

K. W, CLARL.
Witnesses:
B. E. LEXNARD,
W. B, PINIARE.
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