(No Model.) |
J. F. DEEVES.
FOLDABLE MAIL BOX.

No. 452,071, Patented May 12, 1891.
=3 =
) ' PR
B

F (I “\ {

" NN
E A ‘

e

-~ A 5

I |

* 1 -
| l. )
] . Z) (o]
] .
L |

| ‘ t'DEPOSITE HERE | | | 13‘~E - {7 Cor—. @ | uE -Z?
| | ' : -~
.7%____ : l - : ? I %?-@__: 2

| 1Ji '1| O l: EE e - i
b /6 ’\ | @ | : / =
: N 7 i } T2 2. S
o] | i
L L U
i _

Nitnesaes | Jnventor

b ittt Mﬁ%w

3313 ‘RM-D ﬂtm@ﬂuﬂ»o/




10

15

20

30

35

40

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.
JOIIN FRANCIS DEEVES, OF NEW ORLEANs,- LOUISIANA, ASSIGNOR TO THE
NEW ORLEANS MANUFACTURING COMPANY, OF SAME PLACE.

FOLDABLE MAIL-BOX.

SPECIFICATION, forming part of Letters Patent No. 452,071, dated May 12, 1891.
Application filed July 8, 1890, Serial No. 358,113, (No model.)

To all whonm it may concern: | plate A is hinged the frame I3, which is pro-

most unseen when not in use.

In the accompanying drawings I have illus-
trated one formin which I have contemplated
embodying my invention, and the same is

fully disclosed in the following description | fold in any other desired way:. | g
and claims. - In order to secure the box in its operative
~ In the said drawings, Figure 11s a side ele- | position when drawn out, I provide one or
vation of my 1mproved mail-receptacle in its | both of the sections ¢ of the upperand lower
closed position. Fig. 21sasimilar viewshow- | side portions with a spring locking device at
ing the said receptacle partly drawn out. Ifig. | either end adapted to engage the adjacent QO
3 is a side elevation of the said receptacle in | side sections ¢’, as clearly shown in Iigs. 2
operative position. Fig.4isatopview,partly | and 3. I have shown this locking device in
in section, of thereceptacle,showing itswung | this instance as consisting of a spring-actu-
away from its support. Ii1g.51s afrontview | ated bolt D, which engages a suitable notch
of the receptacle in its open or operative po- | or recess in the side section ¢’, with which it o5
sition. Fig. 6 is a detail of the folding end | comes in contact when the parts are drawn
sections, showing the spring locking device. | out, thereby holding the parts rigidly in their
Referring to the drawings and the refer- | operative position. I prefer to provide one
ence-letters marked thereon, A represents the | of the sections ¢ ¢ of the upper and lower
attaching-plate, whichis provided with means | sides of the box with the spring-latches D; r1oo

. . i
for enabling it to be secured to a wall, door,

outwardly and the sections ¢’ of the remain- -

ing side portions will fold inwardly and lie
beneath the face-plate C, as indicated in dot-
ted lines, Fig. 5; but they may be made to

but I may use more or less, as is found neces-

or other suitable support. “To the attaching- i sary or most convenient, and I may locate

Be it known that I, JOHN FRANCIS DEEVES, | vided with a locking device b, by means of
a citizenof the United States, residingat New | which it can be swung back against the plate
Orleans, in the parish of Orleans and State of | A and locked in such position, To the frame 53
Louisiana, have invented certain new and ! B is attached the pivoted sections of a col-
usetui Improvements in Foldable Mail-Boxes; | lapsible mail-receptacle. This box or recep-
and I do hereby deciare the following to be a | tacle consists of the face-plate C, which is
full, clear, and exact description of the inven- | connected to the frame B by means of the
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the | foldingside portions, each of which preferably 6c
art to which it appertains to make and use | consists of two pivoted sections ¢ ¢’. These
the same. _ | side portions are pivotally connected at one
My invention 1s an improvement in mail- | edge to the frame B and at the opposite edge
receptacles; and it consists in the novel fea- | to the face-plate C, as clearly seen in Figs. 2,
tures of construction and combination here- | 3, and 4. | 65
inafter described. I - I prefer to form the pivotal connections bhe-
The object of my invention is to provide a | tween the parts by providing the adjacent
mail-receptacle for private use, which will be | edges with alternating hinge-sockets ¢?, as
very small, neat in appearance, and which is | clearly shown in Fig. ¢, and said adjacent
capable of being folded tooccupy very small | edges are then placed with the alternating 7o
space when not in use. Tothisend I employ | sockets ¢?of the partsin alignment with each
a collapsible or foldable box or receptacle, | other and a hinge-pin passed through said
which is capable of being folded flat against | sockets, thus forming the hinge or pivotal
its support when not in use, and which will | connection.
be drawn out into its operative position when When the box or receptacle is folded or 7s
it 1s desired to deposit mail-matter therein. | collapsed, the sections ¢ ¢’ of the side por-
In using such a construction I obtain a mail- | tions will fold upon each other and be flat
-receptacle which informs anyone at a glance | against the plate B. I preferto construct the
whether or not it contains mail-matter, and | hinge-joints in such manner that the sections
‘which 1s adapted to be folded so as to bé al- | cof the nupperandlower side portions will fold 8o
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them upon the sections ¢’ ¢’. I have shown
the bolt D as located in a recess within the
folding section; but it could be secured 1n
ouides on the surface of the same, as will be
readily understood.

I prefer to connect the spring-latches D on
each side of the box by means of a cord or
wire or other connection, so that by unlock-
ing the lock b and swinging out the frame

the hand may be inserted and retract all of

the latches together and permit the box to be |

collapsed or folded after the contents have
been removed. .

The face-plate C is provided with a suit-
able handle or ring & for drawing out the box,
and also with a drop-letter slot I, closed, 1if de-
sired, by a pivoted plate, as is customary in
mail-receptacles.

The operation of my improved device i1s as
follows: The receptacle when not in use is
folded flat agaipnst the plate A and forms a
very unconspicuous object, not at all disfig-
uring the door or wall to which it is secured.
When the postman or other party desires to
deposit mail-matter therein, the face-plate C
is drawn out by means of the ring or handle
E until the spring-catches engage their lock-
ing-notches and secure the box in its openor
distended position. The mail-matter 1sthen
deposited in the box through the slot . A
oglance at the box is always sufficient to indi-
cate whether or not it contains mail-mat-
ter, as will be readily seen,and if found de-
sirable I may connect some movable part of
the box with a bell or other signal, as shown
in Fig. 2, to notify the occupants of a build-
ing that mail has been deposited, such signal
being operated by the pulling out of the box.
When the box has been pulled out, 1t cannot
again be collapsed or folded or the contents
removed until the person having the key to
lock b unlocks the same, and then the mail
may be removed from the back through the
center of frame I3, the spring-latches retract-
ed, and the box folded up again to await a
repetition of the operation.

In order to increase the neatness of ap-
pearance of the box, I prefer .to provide the
frame B with a molding or flange &', which
conceals the hingesadjacent to the frameand
cives the device a more finished appearance.

k

452,071

What I claim,and desire to secure by Let-
ters IPatent, 18—

1. A mail-receptacle comprising the sup-
porting - frame, the face-plate, the folding
sides, and folding ends connected to said
frame and plate by hinge connections, where-
by said folding sides and ends are operated
simultaneously when the face-plate is drawn
out or retracted, substantially as desecribed.

2. A mail-receptacle comprising the at-
taching-plate, the hinged supporting-frame,
a locking device for securing said frame to
said plate, and a folding receptacle secured
to said frame, substantially as described.

3. A mail-receptacle comprising a support-
ing-frame and a folding receptacle secured
thereto, provided with a locking device or
devices for holding said receptacle 1n its dis-
tended position, substantially as described.

4. A mail-receptacle comprising the sup-
porting-frame, the face-plate, folding sections
connecting said frame and plate, and spring-
catches for locking said parts when drawn
out, substantially as deseribed.

5. A mail-receptacle comprising the attach-
ing-plate, the supporting-frame, the face-
plate, folding sections connecting said frame
and plate, spring-catches for loecking said

parts when drawn out, and a locking device 8o
for securing said frame to said plate, substan-

tially as described.
0. A mail-receptacle comprising the sup-
porting-frame, the folding side sections, and
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folding end sections, said end sections being 8s

provided with spring-catches for engaging
the side sections, substantially as described.

7. A mail-receptacle comprising among 1ts
members the supporting-frame provided with
the outwardly - projecting flange, the face-
plate, the folding side sections, and the fold-
ing end sections connecting said frame and
plate and adapted to lie within said out-
wardly-extending flange when folded, sub-
stantially as desecribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses,

JOHN FRANCIS DEEVES.

Witnhesses:
FRANK CLANCEY,
PETER ROARBACHER.
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