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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

- ——

WALTER N. CLARK, OF WARREN, OHIO.

EMBALMING-BOARD.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No.452,070, dated May 12,1891,

Application filed April 11, 1890, Serial No, 347,432,

To all. whom Lt may concermn:

Be it known that I, WALTER N. CLARK, a
citizen of the United Steteb, residing at War-
ren, in the county of Trumbull and State of

Ohlo, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Embalming-Boards; and I
do hereby declare that the followmﬂ' 1s a full,
clear, and exact description of the mventmn
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
embalming-boards; and the invention con-
sistsinan embalmm g-board constructed, com-
bined, and oper atmg substantially as shown
and deserlbed, and partlculmlv pomted out
1n the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view of an embalmin g-board construct-

ed according to my invention, the full lines

showing the board shortened and the dotted
hnes showmw 1t extended to full length. Fig.
218 a lOﬂﬂ‘ltudHl&l central vertical eeetlon on

in fall hnes in Fig. 1 and on line = z on said
ficure. Fig. 3 is a bottom view of the full
board shortened as shown in Figs.1 and 2,

and having the legs folded, as in tr anspmta,-
tion or when set out of the way. FKig.4is an

~end elevation with a part at one side. broken

away in section to show the extensible fea-
tures. Iig. o 18 a section on line x x, Fig. 4,

- showing Lhe construction where the canepy-
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etandmds are removably attached to the

tframe. If1g. 6 18 a perspective view of a sec-
tion of the Lop or covering shown in dotted
lines in Kig. 1, said Seetmn consisting of two
hinged foldmg parts, as and for the purpose
hereinafter described. Fig.7isa section, en-
larged, on line « «, 'ig. 3, showing the spring-
pressed bolt for locking the head-rest. Fig.
3 i1s an enlarged detail of one of the spring-
pressed mtehes for holding down the ends of
the top.

The main frame consists of two sections A
B, extensibly connected by a tongue-and-

groove joint, as seen in Kig. 4, or the equiva- |

lentthereof, the extensibility being such as to

accommodate the longest bodies on the board,

and the range being from this to the size

5o adapted toinfants, as seen in full lines, Fig.

1. Hach section is provided with a pair of

(No medel.)

| legs C, connected by a bar ¢, to which they

are firmly fastened by any suitable means
and supported by hinges d on cross-boards D,
fixed on the sidesof the frame-section A or B
as the case may be. These legs C are so ar-
ranged that they do not interfere in folding,
and are designed when folded to lie horizon-
tally on the bottom of the frame and beout of
the way as well as 1in a compact position for
transportation. A spring-arm E to each sec-
tion, secured to a center cross-piece of the
main frame, extends to make engagement
with the cross-bar ¢, connecting each set of
legs, and has a shoulder on its fop near its
outer extremity to engage said bar and hold
the same firmly when the legs are spread.
The head-section F of the board 1s hinged at
f and adjustable in elevation by brace-bars
G, hinged on the under side of said section
and adapted to engage ratchet-teeth g on a
suitable bar or its equivalent fixed on the in-
side of the side pleceq of the main frame.
Keepers or guides ¢’ serve to confine said
brace-bars or pawls G in working position.
By this means any desired elevation of the
head and shoulder section of the board may

| be obtained, and the said section is readily

lowered to a plane with the others. At each
end is a spring-pressed hook K, engaging a
catch K on the cross-bar of the end of the
frame, which serves to hold the respective
parts together.

L repr resents a foldmrr detachable section of
the top, having hinges ] midway and adapted
fo form an ez:t'ension of the board either the
full length thereof or half thelength, with one-
half standing up asa foot-board. Thishinged
section and the supplemental section M, dot-
ted lines, I1g. 1, serve to give all the exten-
sion to the board required. The said board-
sections throughout are preferably made of
perforated veneer. When notin use, the sep-

| arateand removable sectiong are stowed away

on suitable projections or supports m on the
inner side of the main frame, Fig. 2. Thisis
done before the ends of the frame are pushed
together, as seen in said figure.

N represents a head-rest having a standard
with perforations », by or through which it is
vertically adjustable, and o0 1s a bolt having
a collar and a spring o’ bearing against the
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collar and supported in a box o, whereby the
satd standard i1s locked and held in any given
position. The head-section of the board has
a hand-hold, through which the said lock 1s
reached, and an opening for the passage of
thestandard of the head-rest. Both head-rest
and standard are independently adjustable.

I are the canopy standards or supports pro-
vided with headed screws p, adapted to en-
gage In key-hole slots 7 in a plate R in the
end of the main frame at the corners thereof.
The form of these slots is shown in Figs. 4
and 5. Dy this construction the said stand-
ards are readily attachable and detachable.

The 1dea underlying the construction here-
in described 1s to obtain an extensible em-
balming-board so constructed that the Dbest
results in embalming may be obtained. To
this end 1t 1s necessary that the board should
be capable of varying elevation for the head
and shouldersof the subject to give the proper
flow and density to the embalming-fiuid when
it 1s injected and 1n settling to the different
parts of the body.

In many cases difficulty in embalming oc-
curs because the body. is not placed on asup-
port by which the elevations to get the hest
eifects can be obtained, and hence there is
liability of discoloration in the face, which
should be avoided. By my construction I can
get as muceh elevation or depression to the
shoulders and head as the case may require,
and this may be varied during the process of
embalming, or sometimes afterward, before
the body 18 placed in the casket. The hinged

section of the board or top (shown in Fig. 6}
oives two lengthsorsizesand affords afoot-rest
when half the length or size is employed.
When the board is used full length, asshown

452,070

in I'ig. 1, the hinged section is at the bottom 4o

or foot of the board.

IMaving thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s—

1. An embalming-board comprising the ex-
tensible main frame, a hinged and adjustable
head-section having at its free end a spring-
pressed hook engaging a catch on the main

frame, a supplemental seetion, as M, also hav-

ing a spring-pressed catch engaging a hook
on the main frame, said sections having open-
ings for giving access to said hooks, a folding
detachable section, one of the parts of which
is adapted to serve as afoot-board, and stand-
ards on the frame for supporting the same.
2. An embalming-board comprising the fol-
Iowing parts in combination: an extensible
main frame constructed to provide aninterior
receptacle, a hinged and adjustable head-sec-
tion having at its free end a spring-pressed
hook engagine a cateh on the main frame, an
independently -adjustable head-rest carried
by said head-section, a supplemental section,
as M, havinga spring-pressed cateh engaging
a ook on the main frame, a folding detach-
able section consisting of a plurality of parts
hinged together, one of which is adapted to
serveas a foot-board, said folding section be-
ing located within the main frame when not
in use, and standards on the main frame for

supporting the foot-hoard part of said folding

section.
Witness my hand to the foregoing speciii-
cation this 20th day of March, 1890.
WALTER N. CLARK,
Witnesses:
S. B. CRAIC,
K. D. SNIDER,.
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