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do all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatI, Jorx P. RECKER, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,

in the county of Cook and State of I1linois,
have invented a new and useful Improvement
In Curtains or Flexible Cylinders for Desks,
of which the following is a specification.
I'he object of my invention is to make a
curtain or flexible eylinder for desks or other
furniture having the peculiar characteristies

presently mentioned; and the invention con- |

sists in the features and combinations here-
inafter described and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a broken sec-
tional perspective view of two of the slats
used in forming a curtain or flexible cylinder

per-
spective view of one of the slats. |

A is the slat, B the groove of the slat, C the

tongue of the slat, and D the canvas on the

- under or inner side connecting the slats to-

gether. | _ .
- My improved curtain or flexible cylinder

consists of slats fitted together by means of
grooves and tongues in such a way as to per-

- mit a free flexibility. This is accomplished
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by making the groove in each siat straight
on one of its sides, but at an angle to the flat
surface of the slat and rounded on its other
side. The tongue of the next adjacent slat
Is made of a shape corresponding to the

groove—that is to say, straight at an angle

on one side and rounded on its other side. I

- prefer to make the groove so that its curved
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side is an are of a circle drawn from the

point a* as its center. This rounding of the
tongue and groove on one side enables the
free turning or elasticity, so that the curtain

may be turned up or out as well as down or

In. The tongued edge of the slat may be
provided with a flange or shoulder «, which,
coming In contact with the corresponding

| part' of the grooved edge of the slat, fur-

nishes a bearing on which the slats may tarn,
and avoids the friction or binding which

‘often interferes with the opening and closing

of curtain-desks. The slats, being thus se-
cured together by means of tongues and
grooves, support each other, so as to make a
very strong curtain, and the overlapping fur-
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nishes protection against dust and petty burg-

lary.

It will be observed that, owing to the con-
struction of the interlocking edges, as the
slats turn upon the flange or shoulder as a

-bearing, the curved edge of the tongue re-

mains in contact with the curved side of the

~curve, thereby affording two constant points

of contact and providing a very tight joint.
Iclaim—
1. A curtain for desks, comprising a series

of slats fitted and secured together by means

of tongues and grooves, the groove of one
slat being rounded on one side and straight

on the other side at an angle to the bottom
of the slat, and the tongue of the adjacent

slat being correspondingly shaped, substan-
tlally as described. |

2. A curtain for desks, comprising a series
of slats flexibly fitted and secured together by
means of tongues and grooves, each tongued

slat having a shoulder, against which the ad-

substantially as deseribed. |

5. Inacurtain fordesks,slats having grooves
the curved sides of which are in the form of
an arc of a cirele drawn from a point in the

-straight side of the groove as a center, sub--
stantially as deseribed. =

' JOIIN P. RECKER.

Witnesses: |
- EPHRAIM BANNING,
STUSIE CROWLEY.
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Jacent edge of the next grooved slat rests,
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