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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JouN A. Bxr, residing
at Lake Charles, in the parish of Calcasieu

and State of Louisiana, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Lumber-
Sorters, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings.

This invention relates tolu mber-sorters or |

conveying-skids.
The object of the invention is to produce a

- lumber-sorter on which the lumber may be
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conveniently placed, and from which the lum-

ber will be conveyed in assorted lots by grav-

ity to wagons or dollies and loaded thereon.
Figure 1 is a plan of the lumber-sorter,

showing skids with pieces of lumber thereon. |

F1g. 2 is a section on line 7 4 of same, show-
Ing also wagons or cars onto which the Ium-
ber is loaded. |

A Indicates the track of a conveyer, along
which lumberisfed in any suitable and usual

- way, as by rollers B, which' are driven by
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drive-chain a, passing around pulleys b, at-
tached to the axles of the rollers.

on which board the operator or operators
stand. ‘Rows of upright posts H H,I I, and L
L, as many in number as may be desirable,
are arranged near the foot-board C. These
posts are as far apart in the row as may be
desirable, say about eight feet. Each post
has an inclined skid attached and extending
nearly to the foot-board C at the upper end.

Thus the skids 1 on the posts H extend nearly

to the board C on one side, and from thence
inclinedownward beyond the posts. The row
of posts marked I is far enough from posts
H to permit the passage of a wagon or dolly K
between. Posts I bear inclined skids 2 at a
different plane from skids 1, and above the
same. The skids 2do not extend sonear the
foot-board as dothe skids 1. The skids 3 are
attached to posts 1. in the same manner as
skids 2 to posts I, and are still a little higher
than skids 2 at their inner ends.

The foot-board C may have guide-wings W
to guide lumber to the nearest dolly.

| posts and skids may be arranged as is found

convenlient. Aswill beseenin the plan view,

the skidsare at regular distances apart. The

distance between skids in the same series
may serve as an index to the length of the
boards or other pieces of lumber to be fed

down the skids.

Chutes or inclined tables which inclose the
entire board or feed it lengthwise would not
be the equivalents of the skids, because in
feeding the board lengthwise the chute would
not serve as an index of the length. By the
use of skids pieces of lumber of less length
than the distance between the skids will drop

through, which would not be the casgeif chutes

with closed bottoms were employed. |
Lumber E is brought on the conveyer op-
posite the assorting-skids. The operator or
operators then lift the lumber from the con-
veyer and drop it onto the skids which should
receive it, the assortment being made accord-
ing to length or quality, or it may be graded

by the operator by any system. After it is

placed on the skids the lumber generally re-

_ - quires no further attention, as it will move
Cis a foot-board alongside the conveyer, |

down the skids by gravity and fall into the
proper pile or into the appropriate wagon or
dolly. | | |

Theends of the series 1 of skids preferably

extend nearer the foot-board C than do series
2. In loading it is more convenient to lift

the hea\‘;y lumber onto the nearest series of

skids.

As will be seen by the drawings, all the
skids of series 1 are of practically the same
length and lie in the same inclined plane.

50

55

70

75

30

50 the skids of series 2 are of uniform length

and lie in the same plane, but this series 2 is
of a different length and lies in a different
plane from the series 1. The same is true of
the series 3, and the same idea may be car-
ried as far as found advisable. |

What 1 claim is— :

1. A lumber-assorter consisting, essen-
tially, of a plurality of supports having pas-
sages therebetween, and separate series. of
fixed inclined skids on said supports, the skids

| of a series being separated by open spaces

It will be understood that as many rows of | and being practically of uniform length and
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in the same Pplane, said skids 1n each se-
ries differing in length from the skids of any
other series, %ubstautlally as described.

- 2. A lumber - assorfer consisting, essen-

5 tially, of a conveyer, a foot-board thereby,
and separate series of inclined skids ezteud—

ing from near the foot-board, the skids being
in series, all the skids of one series being in

one plane, the different series being at dif- |
10 ferent heights near the foot-board, mld the |

different series projecting to different dis-
tances from the foot-board, all substantially
as described.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JOIIN A. BEIL.

VWitnesses:
WiLL. W. FLANDERS
WALTER G. MO]JLING




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

