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To all whom it may concern: |
Be it known that I, ANDY G. ANDERSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Sioux

City, in the county of Woodbury and State

of Towa, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Folding Stools; and I do
hereby declare the following to be afull, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled 1n the art to
which it appertains to make and use the
same. . B
This invention relates, in general, to that
class of chairs called “folding stools,” and
particularly to that class of stools in which a
piece of carpet or other webbing serves as the
seat, | |
The object of the invention is, first, to adapt
the stool-frame to stretch the webbing-seat
tightly, and, second, to fold the frame into
small compass for packing away when not in
service, or for fransportation. -
To this end my invention consists in the
construction and combination of parts form-
ing-a folding stool, hereinafter described ana
claimed, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, in which— o
Figure 1 is a view of a stool according to
my invention as seen from one side. Kig. 2
is a view thereof as seen from the front or
rear. Fig. 3 is a side view of the same when

folded, and Fig. 4 shows a detail on a larger |

scale. _
5 represents the two body-braces, each made

of one thin strip of metal comprising the two

sides 6 and the cross portion 7.

S represents the seat consisting of carpet
or other flexible sheet material secured at its
front and rear edges to the cross-bars9, which
are rigidly fixed to the sides 6. .

10 represents the legs, which are similarin

form to the body-braces, each leg comprising

two sides 11 and a cross portion 12, all in one
piece. The cross portion 12 is adapted to
rest on the ground when in service, and it
forms a broad foot which will not indent the
floor nor be buried into the ground when in
service as a camp-stool. |

The legs are pivotally secured at their up-

per ends to their respective body portions by
rivets or bolts 13, on which they may swing

in Fig. 1, or to be folded, as shown in Fig. 3.

14 is a bail pivotally attached to each pair

of sides 6. |

15 is a similar bail pairing with the one
above it and pivotally attached to each pair
of legs 11, and 16 1s a series of links forming
a chain connecting the bails of each pair, re-
spectively. When the stool is folded, these

bails and chains flexibly adapt themselves to

the folded position; but when the stool is
unfolded the effort to draw the pairs of legs

toward each other into a standing position
straightens the links and chains, thereby

drawing downward and outward on the body-
braces and stretching the flexible seat into a
taut condition for service. |

17 represents a hook-bar pivoted at one end
upon a rivet or stud 18, which projects from
one leg and provided with a hook 19, adapted
to engage a stud 20, projecting from the op-
posite leg, whereby the legs will be held in a
standing position, straining, as before de-
seribed, upon the seat to stretch the latter.

When the bar 17 is unhooked from the
stud 20, the legs and braces are set free to be
folded together, and the said bar 17 may be
laid along the leg to which it is pivoted. In
order that the seat may be properly strained
after it shall have become lengthened by serv-
ice, I provide a series of holes 24, any one of
which may be set to engage the pivotal stud
18 by means of a connecting-slot 22 between
the holes, the pivofal stud 18 being made nar-

row enough vertically to pass along said slot

when the bar is in a vertical position, and
wide enough vertically to engage the holes
21 and not pass along the slot when the bar
is horizontal, as in service. There may be
any suitable number of the holes 24, and the
bar 17 may be duplicated on the opposite
side of the stool. While I propose to make
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the braces and legs of steel and the bails and

links of malleable iron, yet any other suit-
able material may be used therefor. | .
Carpeting, cloth, leather, sheet-rubber, or
other flexible sheet material may be used for
the seat. L
substituted for the bails and links, and for
the purposes of my chain I term all such
equivalent devices “flexible stays.” |

freely to permit the chair to stand, as shown | Thetwobody-braces 5 are joined together by
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Possibly cords or wires might be
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means of hinges 21, attached to the cross por- | the said pwotal stud being narrow in one di-

tion 7, Whereon the two portions swing when
the stool is to be folded or unfolded.

The leg-pivots are located upon the body-
braces at some distance above the hinges of

the latter, in order, first, that they may serve

to some extent to balance each brace, render-

- 1ng the stool more secure and less dependent
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on the vertical stays, and, second, in order
that when the legs are folded up their cross
portions and bail attachments will pass freely
over the top of the body and fold closely to-
gether. The hinges being attached to the
Cross portions, whleh are mtenlal with the
body-braces, render the stool more firm and
less dependent on the free stays for security.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what 1 believe to be new, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent, is the following:

1. Thecombination of hinged legs of a fold-
1ng stool, each leg being provided with a pro-
Jeetmn stud or rwet and a hook-bar pivoted
upon one ol the said studs and adapted to

engage its hook removably with the other
stud “the said hook-bar having in it a series
of holes connected by a narrower slot, and |

rection to pass along the smd slot and broad
in the other direction to pivotally engage any
one of the said holes, bubstantlally as de-
seribed.

2. The combmatlon of two pairs of parallel

body-braces having a cross portion at the

lower end of each pair integral therewith,

I hinges connecting these ¢ross portions, cross-
bars secured between the upper ends of the

body-braces and a flexible seat attached there-
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to, two pairs of legs pivoted at their upper

ends to the said braces, and each pair having
at 1ts lower end a cross portion integral with
the said legs, removable connections between
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the pairs of legs, and the said pivots of the

legs being located upon the body - braces

above the hinge-joint of the braces, substan-

tially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my %wnatm ein

presence of two witnesses.

ANDY G. ANDERSON.
Witnesses: | |
JAY K. MORRIS,

J. B. GRIFFIN.
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