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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatl, CHARLES . LAMSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Port-
tand, in the county of- Cumberland and State
of Maine, have invented certain new and use-
fullmprovements in Package-Carriersfor Ve-
locipedes; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skkilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

My invention relates to package-carrievs for

bicycles and other velocipedes; and the object

of the invention is to devise a carrier which
shall be connected with the velocipede by
means of a spring, the tension of which may
be varied according to the weight to be car-
ried; and my invention consists, broadly, of
a frame or support for the package, a spring
by which said frame is suspended, said spring
being attached to the velocipede, and means
for varying the tension of the spring accord-
ing to the weight to be supported.

The invention also consists of the various
combinations of parts setforth in the claims.
- Thismeansof supporting a package enables
me tocarry withoutinjury delicate and easily-
damaged articleslike fruit, berries, &e.,which
when rigidly attached to the machine would
be liable to injury from the jar,-and 1l also
enables me toadaptthestrengthof myspring
to the article to be transported.

I showinthe accompanying drawings a car-
rier construected with a view of carrying out
my invention in a praectical form, although
theinvention may be embodied in other forms.

- In the drawings, Figurelisa side elevation
of my carrier attachedtothehead of a dafety

bicyele, and Fig. 2 is a plan or top view of the
same,
The device is here shown to be attached to

the head A of the bicyele; butit mayequally

well be attached to any suitable part of the
machine by varying the form of the clamp.

A clamp B, fastened by a thumb-screw 0, is se-

cured to the head A. Theforward portion of
this clamp isformed intoahorizontal bearing
b’, and in this bearing is an arbor C, which
extends some distance each way from the
head. A stiff spring D is coiled around each
end of the arbor C. The inner end of each

spring extends throughthe arbor and is thus

' Tield in an upright position.
this support consists of a U-shaped link F,

[ firmly held. The rotationof the arbor winds

or unwinds the spring. |

A handle C’ is provided forturning the ar-
bor, and means are provided for retaining 1t
in any suitable position. This I accomplish
by forming in one end of the bearing 0" a se-
ries of notches ¢, intowhich fits a pin ¢, here
shown as formed of the end of the spring D,
projecting through the arbor. |

A spring is provided to move the arbor C
longitudinally and to forcethe pin¢’intoone
of the notches ¢. As here shown, thisspring

‘d’ is coiled around the arbor C” and presses

against one end of the bearing 0’ and also
acainst the pin @3 fixed in the arbor. "Lhe
frame or support for the package is suspended
from the ends of the springs D, whichare ex-
tended horizontally, or nearly so, to form arms

d. The arms d may be, if desired, formed of
rigid or independent pieces connected with

the ends of the spring, although I prefer to
use the spring proper for this purpose, as
here shown. The support whichI here show
suspended from the spring D consists of two
vertical side pieces G G, each being secured
by pivots ¢? at their upper ends to the ends
of the arms d. A hoop I (here shown as a
square hoop) is also pivoted to theside pieces
G by the same pivots g° Secured between
the lower ends of the side pieces G is a base
or bottom J. | |

As arranged in fulllines in Fig. 1—namely,
with the upper hoop I horizontal-—the frame
is adapted to receive a vessel IT, which I pre-
fer to make of canvas or other fabric, and in

this receptacle may be placed fruit, berries,

and other perishable articles. I provide a
support for the lower part of this frame, by
which the same is steadied and the frame
As here shown,

the two ends of which are pivoted to the

lower ends of the side pieces G, the middle
portion being pivoted to the lower end of a

rod E, the upper end of which is secured in
the bearing 0’ by means of the nute. Dby
this arrangement the frame is always pre-
served in an upright position.

If it is desired to transport any article
which the canvas vessel H will not contain,
this vessel is removed by lifting it out of the

| top of the frame and the hoop Iis revolved
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-1t longitudinally until the pin ¢’is freed from

O

on its pivot toan upright position. As shown
in dotted lines in Fig. 1, a package of any
form—as, for instance, what is shown by dot-
ted lines O—may then be placed on the base
J and secured by straps, as I, to the side
pieces G and hoop I. Slots ¢’ in the former
and ¢’ in the latter are provided for these
straps. A pin or stop ¢ in the side of the
trame I fits a slot ¢ when the frame is turned
to an upright position and holds it in place.
The operation of my carrier is evident from
its construction. The frame is suspended on
the end of the arm d, and is consequently
carried with little jar. Whenever a weight
is applied either in the vessel H or strapped
to the frame, as indicated, the spring D is
wound up to the proper tension by pushing

the notch ¢, and it is then turned the proper
number of times until the package is bal-
anced. When the pressure is released, the
pin ¢’ will be forced back into one of the
notches ¢, and so retain the arbor firmly in
‘place. If asupport isdesired stiffer than the
spring D, a link may be pivoted to the arbor |
Cand to the pivot ¢% as shown by dotted

porting power of-the spring will be much in-
creased and a heavier weight ean be earried.
I desireit to be understood that although I

one form of my invention I regard the ac-
companying claims as covering other equiva-
lent forms. It is evident, for instance, that
equivalent forms of spring other than the
spring D may be used while still embodying
my invention. | |

I elaim— -

1. In a package-carrier for velocipedes, the
combination of a frame or support for the
package, a spring by which said frame is sus-
pended, said spring being adapted to be se-
cured to the velocipede,and means for chan g-
ing the tension of said spring, substantially
as described.

2. In a package-carrier for velocipedes, the |
combination of a frame or support for the |

{

450,673

package, a coiled spring by one end of which

said frameis supported, an arbor attached to
the velocipede and to whieh the other end of
said spring is secured,and means for turning
said arbor and securing it in position to

~change the tension of said spring, substan-

tially as described. |
3. In a package-carrier for velocipedes, the

combination of a frame or support for the

package, a coiled spring by one end of which

said package is supported, an arbor to which
the other end of said spring is secured, jour-

naledin a bearingadapted to be secured to the

velocipede, said arbor being movable longi-
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tudinally in said bearing, a pinin said arbor,

and a notch into which said pin enters to pre--
vent the turning of said arbor, and a spring

for movingsaid arborlongitudinally, whereby
said pin is forced to enter said notch, sub-
stantially as described. | - |
4. In a package-carrier for velocipedes, a
frame for supporting the package, consisting
of two vertical side pieces, a bottom piece se-
cured to the lower ends of said side pieces,
and a hoop forming the upper portion of said
frame, pivoted to the upper ends of said side
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pieces, combined with arms pivoted to the

upper ends of said frame and springs for
supporting said arms, said springs being se-

~cured to the velocipede, substantially as de-
seribed. . | - .
9. In a package-carrier for velocipedes, the

combination of a pair of coiled springs at-

tached to a suitable support,one end of each
of said springs projecting outward to form an
‘arm, a frame for supporting the package, said

frame being pivoted at its upper end to said
arms, a vertical rod the upper end of which
is secured to said support,and a link pivoted
to the lower end of said rod and to the lower
end of said frame,substantially as described.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. -
| CHARLES H. LAMSON.
Witnesses: | -
. W.BATES,
IRA B. HUDSON.
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