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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALFRED H. DE CAMP,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Boonton, county of Morris, and State of
New Jersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Tramway - Rail
Joints, of which the following is a specifica-
fion.

The object of my invention is to providea

simple and economical method of joining the
sections forming therails of aerial tramways.

Reference 1s to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings, in which like letters indicate
similar parts in each.

Figure 1 is a side oredge view of two con-
tiguous rails joined by my method. FKig. 2
is a plan of the same with a part cut away.

"The railto whieh this joint is preferably to
be applied and the way in which said rail may
be used is set forth in United States Lefters
Patent No. 411,584, issued to me September

94, 1889.
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The ends of the rails to be joined are pref-
erably, though notnecessarily, indented a lit-
tle, A’, Fig. 2, and provided with longitudinal
slot or slots D, Fig. 2. A pairof straps B B’,
Fig.1, have equally spaced and similar slots to-
ward their respective ends. Thestrap b, hav-
ing tapered endsand countersunk slots, Ifig. 1,
is placed above the strap B’, which may also
have countersunk slots, if preferred, is placed
below the rails, and all are firmly joined by
the rivets C C’. The ends of strap B being
tapered, the wheels of carriages pass easily
from rail to strap, and viceversa. The heads
of the rivets, being formed in the counter-
sinks of strap B, also present smooth sur-
faces for the wheels of the carriages. As
evenness on the under side of the rail may
notbe essential, where not, headed rivets may
be used, as C’ C/, Tig. 1. - '

The straps B B’ may be of any desired
length and the rivets C of any desired num-
ber. | -

While it is obvious that any sort of rivet
may be used to unite the straps and rails,
the form of rivet shown provides metal tore-
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to be removed transversely from the rails
and straps to accommodate it. __

Upsetting the ends of rails, making them
either broader or thicker, compensates for
the mctal removed in the slots.

Having described my invention, I claim as
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent
the following: | D

1. In asuspended tramway-rail, the several
lengths forming the rail united by top and

bottom straps and rivets, substantially as set

forth.

2. A joint for uniting the several lengths
of a tramway-rail, formed by longitudinally
slotting the ends of contiguous sections and
combining therewith top and bottom straps
which embrace the said ends and which are
slotted to conform to the rail length and to
each other, and rivets conforming to the
shape of the slots, firmly securing the straps
to the rails, substantially as shown and de-
seribed. _ . "

3. The ends of two contiguous rail lengths
of a tramway-rall slotted longitudinally, as
shown, in combination with top and bottomn
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straps slotted to match each other and to

match the slots in the endsof the raillengths,
the said top strap having tapered ends and
countersunk slots, as described, and rivets
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shaped to conform to the slots in the rail

lengths andstraps, substantially as set forth.
4. T'wo contiguous rail lengths of a tram-

way-rail, which is less in vertical section than .
in its other dimensions, in combination with

top and bottom straps and rivets thoroughly
uniting the same, substantially as shown and
described. |

5. T'wo contiguons rail lengths of a tram-
way-rail, which islessin vertical section than

‘in its other dimensions, the ends of said rails

being upset, as described, in combination
with top and bottom straps and rivets thor-
oughiy uniting the same, substantially as
shown and described. .

6. Two contiguous rail lengths of a tram-
way-rail, which is less in vertical section than

1in its other dimensions, slotted longitudinally

sist shearing without requiring much metal | in their ends, as shown, in combination with

[1 I-.l!'||l | |*

30

Q0

95




O~

450,614

top and bottom straps slotted to match each | my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
other and to match the slots in the onds of | ence of two witnesses, this 7th day of October,

the rail lengths, and rivets shaped to con-| 1890, |
form to the said slots, securing the said: ALFRED . DE CAMP,
5 straps and rail lengths together, substan-| Witnesses: |
tially as shown and described. . LLARENCE A. DE CAMP,
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as | SUSAN M. DE CavP.
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