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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAcoB J. UNBEHEND, of
Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga, in the
State of New York, have invented new and

5 useful Improvements in Spring- Clasps, of
which the following, taken in connection with
the accompanying drawings, is a full, clear,
and exact deseription.

My inventionrelatestoan improved spring-

10 clasp, applicable particularly for fastening
arctic overshoes, &c., and has for its object
the production of a cheap, simple, and effi-
cient device; and to this end it consists, es-
sentially, in a base-plate composed of a sin-

15 gle plate having a central arm and side arms
on elther side of the central arm, a tongue
having laterally-projecting pintles mounted
in seats formed in the side arms of the base-
plate, with the central arm bearing against

20 sald tongue for tensioning the same, a cut-
out in the adjacent edges of the side arms,
laterally - projecting stop -shoulders on the
tongue movable through said cut-outs, and
guard-lips provided at the extremities of the

25 side arms and extending downwardly with a

. greater inclination than the remaining por-
tion of the arms. |

The invention also consists in the detail
construction and arrangement of the parts,

30 allashereinafter more particularly described,
and pointed out in the claim.

In describing myinventioureferenceishad
to the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, in which like letters
35 indicate corresponding parts in all the views.
Ifigure 1 is a topplan view of the clasp with
the tongue closed or folded upon the base-
plate. I'ig. 2 is a similar plan view with the
tongue 1llustrated as swung into its opened

40 position. Ifigs. 3, 4, and 5 arc edge views
showing the tongue respectively closed, half
opened, and entirely opened. Iig.0(is an in-
verted plan view of the clasp as seen in top
plan, Fig. 2. Figs. 7 and 8 represent, re-

45 spectively, plan views of the base-plate and
tongue-blanks.

The base-plate Aisformed of suitablespring

material, as steel, and is provided at one ex-

tremlty with an opening or other suitable at-
so taching means b, whereby the claspissecured
in operative position. '

| ing rearwardly from the forward edge of

the base-plate and forming a central arm o’
and side arms «® on either side of the central
arm, with slightly-greater forward extension.
The side arms ¢ are provided with seats @,
preferably formed by depressing the metal
into an open-box shape, as best seen in Figs.
1, 2, 3,4, and 5. | |

C represents thetongue, formed of suitable
material and desirable contour. The rear ex-
tremity of the tongue is bent upon itself in a
loop ¢, and is provided with the laterally-ex-

tending pintles ¢’, adapted to be forced be-

tween the side arms and central arm of the
base-plate until registered with the seats a°
in the base-plate, whereupon the extremity of
the forward arm rests against the rear ex-

tremity of the tongue, as seen in Figs. 2, 5,4,

and 5, and tensions the same, whereby the
tongue is firmly held in either its closed, half
opened, or entirely opened position.
As.thus far described, when my improved
clasp is secured to loops or the ordinary
slotted clasp - plate D, for arctics, rubber
blankets, or like articles, the forward ex-
tremity of said plate is very liable to pass be-
tween the forward edges of the base-plate and
tongue.
prevented, however, by means of guard-lips
at, formed upon the forward extremities of the
side arms a? and extending downwardly with
a greater inclination than theremaining por-
tion of said arms, as best seen in Ifigs. 3, 4,
and 5, whereby the edge of the loop or clasp-
plate D contacts with said guard-lip and 1s
prevented from further inward movement.
It will readily be understood that when the
tongue is forced to its opened position there

is great liability of setting the central plate

by an undue backward movement, since the
rearward extremity of the tongue and of the
central arm are both of the same width.
This setting of the central arm, however, 1s

absolutely prevented by means of shoulders

¢, formed upon the rear extremity of the
tongue in advanceof the pintles and adapted
to bear against theside arms when thetongue
is in its opened position, as best seen in Figs.
2, 5, and 6. In order to close the tongue
formed with these shoulders C’, the side arms

| are formed in their adjacent edges with in-

¢ represents a pair of slits or slots extend- | wardly-extending cut-outs ¢* through which

o I |'|!;!|' L

This undesirable result is entirely
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the shoulders pass when the rongue is oscil-
]ﬂted

base- pldte is very 11@1115 and - eqmres bu 3
minimum amount of nmtetml...;md by theuse
of the shoulders C’ on the tongue all liability

of sefting the spring is obviated and the .

¢lasp is 1endeled efficlent and duarable.
1The operation of my invention
1endl]y understood from the foregoing g,and 1t
18 evident that the detail ["OIIStl"LICthl’l and
arrangement of thespring-ciasp may be some-
what varied from that described without de-
parting from the spirit of mv invention.
II:—Wlnﬂ‘ thus fully described my invention,

will be '

tongue having its rear extremity resting
against the central arm and movabie in the
cut-out 1n advance off the central arm, tat-

sided cam-shaped pintlesprojecting laterally

- from thesideedgesofthetongueand mounted
~in said demeqsed seats,

U'ua,l*d -lips formed
upon the side arms of the base-plate in ad-
vance of the central arm and extending to-
ward the tongue, cut-outs in the inner dﬂ'es

" pt the f{)rwmd eztremltles of said side arms,

what I (313.1111 a5 Tli?ﬂiﬂﬁr.+ and esire to Seciire bv =

Letters Patent, is—

The herein- deserlbe t clasp-plate, the same
consisting of a single base-piate havinga cen-

tral spring-arm ﬂlld spring side armsof greater
length than the central arm on either side .

Fthereof for forming a

s1de arms in ﬂd‘,“”ll‘l(}(‘* ot the central arm,

I

2UT-0UL Detween the
S

and laterally-projecting stop-shoulders on the
rear extremity of the tongue, substantially as

and for the purpose specified.

intestimony whereof I havehercuntosigned
my name, in the presence ot £wo mttestlnw w1t-
nesses, at Nyracuse, in the county of Onon-
daga, in the State of New York, this11thday
ot August, 1890,

JACOD J.

UNBEHEND.

Wy itnesses
......... LARK 1. NORTON,
"’sa:__u!.., BAXTER.
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