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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

- MARION E. McMASTER, OF QUINCY, ILLINOIS.

CORNER-STRAP.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 450,472, dated April 14, 1891.
Application filed December 15, 1890, Serial Mo, 374,735, (No model.)

Lo all whom it may concerrn.

Be it known that I, MARION E. MCMASTER,
a citizen of the United States,and a resident
of Quincey, in the county of Adams and State
of Illinois, have invented . certain new and
useful Ill‘lpl ovements in Box or Bucket Fast-
eners; and I do hereby deeclare that the fol-
lt:wnn'D 18 a tull, clear, and exact description
of the invention, whwh will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, which form

a part of this specification.
My invention relates to improvements in

staple-fasteners for wooden vessels, sueh as
butter-tubs, tobacco-pails, &e., wher eby the
covers of the s same may be secmely held in
place.

The object of the invention is to provide
a staple for the above purpose of peculiar
construction, whereby the holding prongs or
shanks may be readily driven into the wood
without liability of bending, and be retained
therein in an efficient manner.

The invention consists, essentially, in a
sheet-metal staple havmﬂ' two shanks or
prongs at each end of diff elent lengths, bent
at 110*ht angles to the body pmtmn thereof
and one of sald prongs or shanks at each
end being wider at the middle than at the
ends, so that when driven into the wood to
be secmely retained thereby, as hereinafter
more fully described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a plan view of a strip of sheet metal show-
ing the manner of cutting the same to form
the blanks. Fig.2 is a view of one of the sta-
ple-blanks slit or cut so as to form the shanks
or prongs. FKig. 518 a perspective view of
one of the eompleted staples. Ifig.4 isa see-
tional view of a portion of a tub or other
vessel, showing the prongs at one end of the
staple driven into the tub, and the body por-
tion bent over with the double prongs on the
other end in position to be driven into the
cover.

In said drawings, the reference-numeral 1
designates a strip of flexible sheet metal, of
proper width and thickness and of any suit-
able length. This strip is severed into blanks
of proper length to form a staple by diago-

nal cuts, so that each end of the blank ist

i |"1| it _ .

| formed with an opposite bevel or mdme

Each end of the blank is then slit or cutfrom

a point intermediate of the ends of said bev- 53
- eled portions, each siit or cut extending di-
agonally ountward and terminating at a point
beyond the inner ends of said bevels, thus
forming two prongs or shanks 2 and 3. It
will be seen that the prong 2 has a straight 6o
outer edge, while the inner edge is formed of

a double bevel, the widest portions 4 of the
prongs being intermediate of the ends, s0
that when said prong is driven into the wood
it will be securely retained in place. The 65
prong 3 is approximately triangularin shape,

as seen. The prongs 2 and 3 thus formed are
then bent over at right angles at or about
thelr centers, and as the prong 3 is shorter
than prong 2 it will be in rear of and besome- 70
what shorter than prong 2, as ele.:wly shown

in the drawings.

Instead of formmn* the blanks fmm Strips
of sheet metal and nhen cutting or slitting
the same to form the prongs or sha,n_ks, they 75
may be struck up or swaged by dies, or be
formed in any other manner found conven-
1ent or desirable, although I prefer to form
them in the manner above described.

In operation the prongs at one end of the 8o
staple are driven into the tub or pail and the
body portion then bent over till the prongs
on the other end rest upon the cover, as seen
in Ifig. 4. By reason of these prongs being
of different lengths with the shorter one in 8j
rear of the lOHﬂ‘el one the points of both
thereof will rest squarely against or.upon the
cover,so that they can be driven into the
same WlthOHt danﬁel of bending,and by rea-
son of the peenhm shape of plOIl“‘ 2 the go
fiber of the wood displaced by the widest
portion thereof in driving the same in will
come together or ovctlap The narrow portion
intermediate thereof and the body portion,
and thus securely hold it in place. 95

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. A staple-fastener for wooden vessels,
consisting of a single plece of flexible metal
having beveled ends, with slits or cuts ex- 100
tending from a point intermediate the ends
of said bevels diagonally outward, forming
two prongs or shanks of different lengths,
substantially as deseribed.
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2. A staple-fastener for wooden vessels,| In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
consisting of a single piece of flexible metal, ;| my own I have hereunto affixed my signature 10
provided at each end with two prongs or | in presence of two witnesses.
shanks bent at right angies thereto, one of- |

5 said prongs or shanks at each end being | o ~ MARION E. McMASTER.
wider at or near its center than at its ends | ‘Witnesses: -
and longer, and located in front of the other AUGUST PETERSON, 1-

prong or shank, substantially as desecribed. | BENNETT 5. JONES.

|||||
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