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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, GEORGE S. WEBBER, a
citizen of the United States of America, resid-
ing at Chiecago, in the county of Cook and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Shoe-Clasps, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to ashoe clasp or fast-
ening designed to take the place of the ordi-
nary shoe-lace. |
- Its objects are to provide in the simplest
possible form a more durable, more easily

‘manipulated, and at the same time a more

ornamental clasp than those now in use; and
to such end it consists in the novel features

‘and combinations thereof enumerated in the

- appended claim, which when combined make
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up the simple and compact device described

below. | .
In the drawings furnished herewith, Figure

1 is a broken view of the upper front portion

of a shoe provided with my improved clasps
in their preferred form. Fig.2isanenlarged
sectional view takenin line 2 2 of Fig.1. Fig.
3 shows a retaining-plate, the use of whichis
described below; and Fig. 4 isa sectional view
takenin line 4 4 of Fig. 2. ' .
Describing this construction by means of

the reference-letters applied to the different

parts, A is a rigid bar or plate, preferably of

~ metal and slightly elastic, bent to conform to
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the curve ofthe instep, and formed at one end

“into an eye ¢ and at the otherend intoacom-

bined eye and hook ¢’ a*,the end of the plate,
after inclosing the eye a’, being turned down-
ward to form the hook ¢®. The bar Ais piv-
oted to one flap by means of theeye a. This
is done by meansof a staples, passed through
the eye and secured to the flap. 1 prefer to
use an eyelet ¢ in connection with this staple,

as, besidesgiving a more secure hold upon the !

| leather, it affords a firm edge to clinch the

staple, over and also allows the eye a of the
bar a certain amount of play upon thestaple.
To theother end of the bar, a loop or tag [ is
linked by means of the eye ¢’ to serve as a
handle. This loop may be of any suitable
material. If beauty is of prime importance,
it may be made of metal highly polished to
matchthe bar A. For convenienee, however,
I prefer to make it flexible fo give a better
hold to the hand in fastening the clasp, and
for this purpose it may be of leather, as here
shown, attached to the eye by meansof alink
1, or it may be made of ordinary shoe-lacing
strung directly through the eye. |

Upon the flap of the shoe, opposite to the
one to which the bar is pivoted, a retaining-
plate G is secured containing one or more
holes ¢, formed to receive and retain the
hook a*. The edges of these holes are pref-
erably beveled off, as seen at ¢’, to give the
hook @ a surer hold thereon; also, the bar
A is preferably madeof spring imetal, in order
that the combined eye and hook at the free
end mdy give the fastening a certain amount
of elasticity, making it muceh more comfort-
able to the wearer. |

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent— | '

The combination of the metal bar A, bent
to form the eye a at one end and the eye o
and downwardly-projecting hook a* at the
other end, the staple s and eyelet ¢, the loop ,
linked to the eye a’, and the perforated plate
G, containing the holes g, having beveled
edges ¢’, substantially as described.

GEORGE S. WEBBER.

Witnesses:
R. H. PERRY,
. BITNER.
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