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To all whom Tt may concern:

Be 1t known that I, FRANK D. SMITH, of
Georgetown, county of Hssex, State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented an Improvementin
Shoes, of which the following description, in
connection with the accompanying drawings
is a specification, like letters on the d rawmrrs
representing like parts.

This invention has for its ob,]ecb to im-
prove the constr uetmn of shoes commonly
known as “ Congress ” and “ creole ” gaiters.

The essential featme is to provide means
for relieving strain upon the side gorings
when the shoe is-put on, said means being
such as to exclude dust, dlrt &e.

For the aecomphehment of the desir ed re-
sults Thave provided a side opening justback
of the ankle-joint, and suitable fastenings, as
buttons, are employed to close said opening;
and I have also provided such side opening
with a gusset attached at the edges to the
edges of the said side opening and adapted

 to fold upon 1tself so as to occupy but little
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space when the sald opening is closed yet al-
low said side opening to gap open sufficiently
to permit entrance of the foot of the wearer
without materially str etching the goring.

- Figure 1showsin side elevetmu a ehoe enl-

bodymﬂ this invention; FKig. 2, a cross-sec-
tion of the shoe-upper ShOWl’l in Fig. 1, taken
on the dotted line x x; and Fig. 3, a side ele-
vation of the shoe, showmﬂ* the back top
drawn rearwardly, as it will be when it is
ready to be put on the foot.

The shoe-comprises any usual vamp, quar-
The upper or top, as
herein shown, consists of a front top a, back
top b, and side oorings ¢, substantmlly as in
on:hnaly Congressor other caiters. The back
top b at one edﬂ*e instead of being secured to

- the goring c, termmatee at or near the said
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goring in parallelism with it, thereby pre-
Senting a vertical side opening 6‘{1:611(]11]“'

from the top to the vamp, and a lap d is se-

cured to this edge of the goring ¢, which over-
lies the corresponding edge of the back top
b. The lap d may be prowded with -button-
holes and the back top with buttons, or any
suitable fastenings may be employed to close
this side opening. The lap ¢ is also secured
to the quarter at its lower end in addition to
its being secured to the goring ¢. A gusset

e (see | I‘w 2) is provided for said vertical side |

opening, it being secured at one edﬂ"e to the
back top b and at the otheredge to the l&p 4/
or contiguous part, said gusset bemﬂ* of suffi-

‘cient size to permit the S&ld side opening to

be opened wide enough to allow free entrance
of the foot of the wearer, as represented in
FFig. 3, wherein it will be seen that the back

top is allowed to be rearwardly extended.

When said side opening is closed, the said

gusset may fold upon itself to thereby occupy

but little space as the shoe is being worn.
The gusset may be made of leather, cloth,
elastic fabrie, or any other suitable material.
This gusset excludes all dirt, dust, &c., and is

to all intents and purposes an e’f{tensmn of

the back top 0 folded upon itself.

- Idonotbroadly claim aCongress gaiter hav-

ing a side opening back of the ankle -joint. -
l‘he lap d is attached to the quarter at its

lower end and to one edge of the goring ¢, so

that when opened and tm'ned away from the

foot a clear and unobstructed ope_nmﬂ'ls pre-
sented down to the quarter. This lap d se-
cured in this manner is-very strong a,nd will
not readily break or tear out.

By means of the gusset connecting the lap
b and back top it will be seen that a closed
top 1s presented, and even should the buttons
or fastenings become loosened or removed
the shoe can be worn.

I claim— |

. In a shoe of the kmd described, the up-

per havmﬂ' gorings ¢, a side opening back of
the &Ilkle-JOlllL next one of the said gorings,
a lap secured to one edge of one of sz:ud oor-

ings, suitable fastenmwe therefor, and a gus-

set, as e, for said side opening, eubetantlelly
as deseubed

. In a shoe of the kind deseubed the 'Llp-.

pe1 h:&wmw a front top a, back top b, and gor-
ings ¢, a lep d, secured to one edge of one of

_the said gorings overlying and edapted to be
- fastened to the back top b and the folded gus- -

set ¢, and suitable fastenings for satd lap, sub

_stantmlly as described.

In testimony whereof I have ew‘ned my
name to this specification in the pr esence of
two subscribing w1tnesses

I‘RANK D. S\/IITII

Witneeses
D. C. SMmITH,
Mrs. D. C. SYIITI—I
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