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To all whonv it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES W. SEE, of .Ilam- |

1lton, Butler county, Oh1o have invented cer-
tain new and useful Imp1 ovements in Office-
Cabinets, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

Thisinvention pertainsto cabinets fm office
use, designed for the preservation, in accessi-

Ll

ble form, of papers both flat and folded.
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The improvements will be readily under-
stood irom the following description, taken in
connection with the accompanymﬂ' drawings,

~1n which—
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Figure 1 is a front elevatlon of a four-sec-
tion ca,bmet illustrating my improvements;

Fig. 2, a perspective View of one of the doe-

ument-drawers intended for the reception of
folded papers; Fig. 3, a bottom view of the
same; I'1g. 4, a vertical transverse section of
the bottom of the same; Fig. 5, a perspective
view of one of thecabinet-sections B, adapted
for receiving nine of the document-drawers;
Kig. 6, a perspective view of one of the same
cabinet-sections illustrated as standinug upon
end, S0 as so exhibitthe bottom; Fig.7, a ver-
tical longitudinal section of the same; Fig. S,
a vertical transverse section of the same;
Fig. 9, a front elevation of a part of the cab-
inet, section C, adapted to receive vertically
sliding drawers, the drawers being omitted
in the figure; Fig. 10, a perspective view of
the cabinet-section D, adapted for the recep-
tion, in proper compartments, of blanks, flat
papers, &c., the falling door of this cabinet-
section being shown as open; Fig. 11, a ver-

tical transverse section of the same, the fall-

ing door being shown as closed; Fig. 12, a
perspective view of the device for adjust-
ing the depth of theindividual compartments
in- the cabinet-sections D; Fig. 13, a side ele-

vation of the same, the back-stop 1 being

shown as lifted from its pins; and Fig. 14, a
perspective view of the cabinet-base, a por-
tion of the front being broken away to ex-
hibit more clearly the locking-lever. |

In the drawings, A indicates the cabinet-

- base, the same being a mere base structure
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intended to raise the cabinet proper a sufii-
cient distance from the floor to render the
lower drawers, &c.,accessible, and also to con-
tain lock mechanism adapted for actuating |
the locking device of all the cabinet-sections;

B, cabinet-sections consisting of rectangular
frames having open fronts adapted for the
reception of document-drawers, or drawers
whose heightis much greater than their width,
the horizontal length and depth of these cabi-
net-sections being such as to properly match
with the dimensions of the upper surface of
the cabinet-base,fourof these cabinet-sections

“appearingin Ifig. 1, one justabovethe base of

the cabinet, the other three at the top of the
cabiiiet arranged in order just below the eor-
nice; C,a cabinet-sectionhaving horizontal di-
mensions to match the other cabinet-sections,
&e., but divided by horizontal and vertical
partitions into compartments adapted for the
reception of ordinary drawers, or, if desired,

55

00

drawers such as are usually employed in the ..

more modern styles of letter-filing cabinets,
such drawers being provided w1th interior

‘mechanism for more perfectly retaining the

70

papersin compact order; D, a cabinet-seetion .

having horizontal dimensions to mateh the
other cabinet-section, &c., but having an open

front closed by a falling door and having its

interiordivided by horizontaland vertical par-
titions intocompartments for the receptlon of
blanks and other flat papers; E, a cornice
adapted to furnish a finish for the top of the
cabinet, but formed of a structure separable
from othm sectionsof thecabinet,thelowersur-
face of thiscornice—thatis, the surface which

restsupon thecabinet- sectwn_lmmedlatel y be-

low 1t—being of a dimension and character
identical with thelowersurface of thecabinet-
sectionsintermediate between the cornice and
base, as will be hereinafter more fully ex-

plained; I¥, document-drawers fitted to slide

in and out of the fronts of the cabinet-sec-
tions I3, these document-drawers being of
greater Vertlcal depth than horizontal w1dth

and intended forthereception of folded docu- |

ments which are to be stood upright within
the drawers, the drawers being provided with

adjustable backsand with skeleton sides, and |

presenting in general structure no points of
novelty over what is common in the art; G, a

mortised tail-piece attached to and pro,]eetmn

rearwardly beyond the floor of each of the

document-drawers I'; I, a shallow guide-

Qroove disposed in the centel of and ettend-

ing from front to rear of the under surface of

each of ‘the document- dram ers; J, guide-ribs
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prbjecting above the floor of the cabinet-

“sections B and running from front to rear
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thereof, these guide-ribs being of a dimen-
sion and having such disposition with refer-
ence toeach other,and to the transverse walls
of the cabinet-sections B, that the guide-
grooves I in the document-drawers will prop-
erly engage theribs,and thusenable the docu-
ment- dra,va erstobeguided intoplacein proper
relation fo each other side byside; K, vertical
transverse partitions in the cablnet-seetlom
these partitions reaching from the floor of the
cabinet-sections to the top framing thereof,
and serving to support the top framing and to
tie the framing firinly together at points be-
tween the ends of the cabinet - sections, and
at the same time to divide each cabinet-sec-
tion into a horizontal series of compartments;
L, rectangular openings in the tops of all of
the cabinet-sections, and in the cabinet-base
A, these openings in the various sections, &c.,
being of uniform length and also of uniform
width at their ends, the openings Dbeing
formed by constructing the tops of the cab-
inet-sections and the cabinet-base 1n an open
or frame-like manner; M, lifting-handles,
preferably of that class known to the trade as
“Aush chest-handles,” secured near the front
of each end surface of each cabinet-section,
these handles being arranged with the han-
dle-axes vertical, as shown, and so disposed
with reference to the cabinet-sections that
the backs of the cabinet-sections are down-
ward and the fronts of the cabinet-sections
upward when the sections are supported by
these handles, after the manner of a trunk
being lifted or moved by its handles; N, a
lock-bar disposed against the inner rear wall
of each of the cabinet-sections B and also of
the cabinet-séctions C, these lock - bars ex-
tending from end to end of the respective
cabinet-sections and through mortises 1n the
partitions K and being @dapted for vertical
movement bodily, each lock-bar being pro-

vided with downwardly-projecting ﬁnnen

adapted to enter the mortises of the tail-
pieces of the drawers contained by the re-
spective sections in such manner that when
the lock-bars are down the tail mortises of
cach drawer is engaged by the lock-bar fin-
oer, thus prev enting the drawers from being
mthdrawn O, Vertlcal projections upwar d
and downward from these lock-bars, project-
ing through the tops and bottoms of their re-

peetwe cabmet-sectmm the degree of pro-
jection when the lock- bars are down being
equal at the bottoms to something less than
the thickness of the tops of the cabinet-sec'—

tions, and when the lock-bars are up equal

to Somethmﬂ less at the top of the cabinet-
sections than the thickness of the bottoms of
the cabinet - sections; P, triangular projec-

‘tions rigidly secured to the bottom of each

cabinet-section, one near each end of each
saction, the dlmen%lons of these projections
when measured across the cabinet-sections

il
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ings L in the top of the 'eabinet-sectri(:)us, &e.,
and the distance from the extreme outside of
one projection to the extreme outside of its

fellow projection on the same cabinet-section,

measured lengthwise of the cabinet-section,
being equal to the exact length of the open
ing L in the tops of the cabinet-sections, &c.;
Q,ahorizontalslotin the back of each cabinet-

section B, this slot extendingfrom end to end

of its cabinet-section,its vertical width and its
distancefrom thefloorof itscabinet section be-
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ing such that when the document-drawersare

inplacethetail-pieces Gof the document-draw-
ers will properly enter the slots with freedom;
R, the falling hinged door of the cabinet-sec-
tion D, the same being provided with suitable

suppmtmw and usual braces to retain it in

horizontal position when opened; S, horizon-

tally-arranged compartments in the cabinet-

section D, formed by proper vertical and hori-
zontal pfutltlons therein; T, adjustable back-
stops in these compartments, these stops be-
ing formed of shallow blocks fifting the com-
partments vertically and also lengthwise, so

as to form back walls for the compartments;
U, strips laid upon the floors of the compart-

ments S, two to each compartment, each strip
being provided with a longitudinal series of
pelfmatmns these perfomtlmls serving for
theinsertion of headed pins upwardly thwuwh
the strips into the back-stops, whereby the
back-stops may be secured to the strips at
chosen distances along the strips; V, a rigid
ledge projecting from. the 1nner faee of the
door R near its lower edge, this ledge pro-
jecting inwardly when the door is closed and
upwardly when the door is opened; W, latch-
levers pivoted to the inner end wall of the

cabinet-sections B and having their hooked

front ends adapted to engage, latch-like, in
suitable mortises in. the inner faces of the
door R, the rear ends of these latch-levers en-
gaging mhculately the lock-bar of this cab-

8o -
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inet-section, this lock-var not appearing in
the dmwings, but being the same as in the
other cabinet-sections, except that it has no

locking-fingers; X, the headed pins inserted
apward through the chosen perforations in
the strips U and engaging the back-stops T,

these pins being 1inserted in proper holes in
‘the back-stops, so that .they can be inserted
-and withdrawn at pleasure by the fingers; Y,

a hook, as an index, lying against the 1nnet~
face of the door R and aﬂ'&m%t the ledge V;
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Z, a rock-bar disposed w1thm the cabmet- -

'deG A and extending from end to end there-

of and pivoted thereto at its ends; «, a lock-

ing-lever projecting from the lock-bar for-
wardly through a mortise in the front of the

125

cabinet-base a,nd provided with a handle by

which it may be oscillated; b, prong-levers
projecting from the rock- bar rear wardly and
upwardly through the top of the base in such
position as to couespond with the projections
O of the lock-bars of the cabinet-sections,
and ¢ a lock set 1n the front of the cabinet-

being equal to the exact width of the open- | base, thislock being of any ordinary construec-

130
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tion, such as is used upon doors and capable
of throwing its bolt sidewise, so that the bolt
may be shot under the lock-lever ¢ when the
same 18 raised.

5 It will now be understood that the top of |

the cabinet-base and that the top of each of
the individual eabinet-sections constitute fe-
male receiving-surfaces of uniform character,
and that the bottom of the cornice and of the
o individual cabinet-sections form male sur-
faces uniform in character and size and
adapted tointermember indiseriminately with
any of the female receiving-surfaces. Thus
the cornice may be set upon and will fit the
15 cabinet-base, or any individual cabinet-sec-
~ tion may be interposed between the cornice
and base. If,therefore, we take the cabinet-
base and set upon it the lowest cabinet-sec-
tion B and omit all of the upper cabinet-sec-
20 tions and set the cornice upon the top of this
cabinet-section, we will have a complete cab-
inet consisting of one document-drawer hold-
ing cabinet-section provided with a base and
cornice. R |
Cabinet-sections may be added below the
cornice, as desired, and all of the cabinet-sec-
tions may be of the kind adapted for receiv-
ing document-drawers, as B, or of the kind
for receiving ordinary drawers, as C, or of
30Cthe kind for receiving flat papers, as D, or se-

25

lections and arrangements from the classes
may be made at will, and the relative order
of arrangement may be changed at pleasure
by simply separating the sections and repil-

35 ing them. | .
Where a section like D is employed with a

falling door, it is of course desirable that this

- section be arranged in order at such height

- that the falling door will be at convenient

40 height for desk purposes or for use in hand-
- ling papers, consulting indexes, and the like.
This height may be secured, as is indicated
1n Fig.1, by disposing below this cabinet-sec-
tion the proper number of sections to secure
45 the desired height. In the arrangement of

cabinet-sections in order it is desirable, of

course, that these sections containing the pa-
pers most frequently needed should be ar-
ranged at the most accessible height, leaving
5o those papers least needed in the most inae-
cessible positions. B
If two boards are laid together with the
outer surfaces of the two exposed to the air,
and the contacting surfaces of the two pro-
55 tected from theair, the boards are very liable
to warp, no matter how thoroughly seasoned
they may be. The openings L in the top of
the cabinetf-sections, &ec., admit air fo the
- lower surface of the bottom of the cabinet-
6o sections, and this to a great extent prevents
that warping which would resultfrom a closed
complete contact. This prevention of warp-
1ng secures permanent steadiness in the com-
pound cabinet and secures permanency in
65 the closed appearance of the joint-lines be-
tween the various cabinet-sections,and it also
toagreatextentsecuressuch an equal shrink-

age of the part as will secure that the various.

secilions will at all times readily interchange.
The projections P engage within the ends of
the opening L. and secure proper registry of
contiguous cabinet-sections. Someshrinkage
at all times takes place in furniture, and it is

desirable that these projections fit the open-
Ings with proper registering accuracy. In

course of time shrinkage may so contractthe

openings that the projections will not readily

and indiseriminately engage them. Were

these projections rectangular in form, thus

presenting extended surface to the walls of
theopenings, the effect of theshrinkage might
be to burst the frames. Furthermore, an or-
dinary office man, in case he should find the
shrinkage too much fortheready engagement

of the projection, would require the services.

of a mechanic with good tools to reduce the

3
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dimension of the projection in case they had

the extended surfaces incident toa rectangu-
lar form. By giving the projections the tri-
angular form shown and deseribed they pre-
sent only thin edges to the walls of the open-
ings. These thin edges will erush under the
pressure of the walls of the shrinking open-
ing, and become, therefore, to a great extent

-gelf-adjusting in dimension, and thus accom-

modate themselves toshrinkage. Inrearrang-
Ing the cabinet-sections an ordinary office
man reduces the dimension of the projections
by simply trimming the sharp edges with a
jack-knife. | | -
The guide-ribs J in the cabinet-section B,

GO
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in conjunction with the guide-grooves H in

the bottom of the document-drawers, serve as
guides for the drawers. They are of much
simpler and cheaper construction than inter-
posed vertical partitions between all of the
document-drawers, and they reduce the cost
and weight of the cabinet-sections, and alse
reduce toa minimum the amount of vertical
wood in the cabinet-sections subject to side
shrinkage. By securing these guide - ribs
firmly but removably in their places, they
may be rearranged in the compartments of

the cabinet-sections, and the front opening

of the cabinet-sections may thus be readily
changed so as to receive few wide drawers
or a greater number of narrower document-

“drawers.

The tail-piece G of the document-drawers
entering the slots Q of their cabinet-sections

serve 1n holding the rear end of the docu-

ment-drawers down when in place. The rear
ends of the document-drawers are thus pre-
vented from being elevated by a forward pull
upon the tops of the fronts. This guards
against the lock-barsbeinglifted by manipu-
lating the front of the document-drawers.
When the lock-bar N of a cabinet-section
is down, the fingers of the lock-bar engage
the tall-pieces of the document-drawers, and
thus lock all of the document-drawers in
place. The lock-bars may descend into lock-

Ing position by mere ‘force of gravity., If
| this lock-bar be elevated by pushing upward -
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upon the projection O at the bottom of the |

cabinet-section, and so held, all of the docu-
ment-drawers in that cabinet-section will be
unlocked. This lock-bar will be pushed up-
ward by the upward movement of the lock-
bar in the cabinet-section below it, and in
this way-all of the loclk-bars move sunultane-
ously, thus permitting a single actuation to
unlock the entire cabinet. |

The manipulation of the lever a in the base

in an obvious manner serves to elevate the
lock-bars of all of the superposed cabinet-sec-
tions, and the lock ¢ of the cabinet-base may
in an obvious manner be.utilized in lockmn'
the lever o against actuation.

The lock-bar N of the cabinet-seclion C'

Fig. 9, may have its fingers engage in tcul—

pieces upon ordinary dmwem Contmned in |

that cabinet-section.
The movement of the lock-bar of the cab-

| met section D serves in an obvious manner

_30

in oscillating the latch- levets W, which serve

in fastening the door R.
In case of fire the sections of the cabinet

may readily be separaled and removed to

places of safety by means of the handles M,

and the peculiar d1sp051t10n of the handlesis
such as to secure against danger of the draw-
ers, &c., sliding flOl’Il the SthIOHS while being
huruedly tr a.nsported

The partitions of the cabinet-section D-—the
one with the falling door—have their front
edges set back some distance from the front

-~ of the cabinet-section, so as to leave a space

35
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between the fronts of these partitions and the
rear face of the door when the door is closed.
This space may be occupied by an index or
other book. When the door is closed, the
book stands upon the ledge V, and when the
door is opened the book is brought forward
in proper position for ready reference, and
the simple closure of the door effects the
proper placing of the book. Bythis arrange-
ment indexed files may be consulted with pe-
culiar readiness.

The compartment S of the L&blll?t-%eetloll
D may have their inner depths regulated by
adjusting the stop-blocks T. The strips U
reach from frontto back of thecompartments
and the stop-blocks may be attached to these
strips at any proper distance from their front
ends to suit the depth of papers. The strips
with the attached stop-block are then pushed
into the compartments. The depth of com-

partments may thus be adjusted variously
and at will for different widths of papers,

arid the adjusting apparatus is readily with-
dmwnbypullinﬂ*fmwatduponthe strips. The

strips U may be made of tin, and thus occupy
practically no space in the compartments. If
made of very thick material, they should lie
in suitable grooves cut into the floors of the
compartments When a pile of papers—such
as legal blanks, for instance—is pushed into
one of these compartments, the backward
movement of the pile is of course limited by

450,196

pile may possibly ka under the back- -stop,
but it ean go no farther than against the pins
X, and when the pile 18 exhausted to the last
sheet that sheet may still be readily Wlth—
drawn.

Where cabinets have required to maintain
their true form in order to secure the con-
tinued proper fitting within them of close-fit-

70
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ting interior «:1(31:.9.119j and where it has been

attempted to associate such cabinets by piling

one upon the other, a fatal trouble has been
found to result from the warping of the con-

tracting joint-surfaces by reason of the fact
that the joint-boards would have one of their
surfaces exposed to the air and the other pro- -

tected therefrom. It is not known or be-
lieved that prior to the present invention the

construection indicated has ever been found

practicable. In the present device the cab-

inet-sections are constructed with butonecom-

plete horizontal joint-wall toeach section,each
Sectlon thus having one complete horlzontcﬂ

wall and one skeleton like open wall, whereby

each horizontal wall of the system has both of
its faces subjected to about equal exposure to
the atmosphere. In practice with the im-
proved construction no difficulty whatever is
experienced in mairtaining proper condition
of the cabinets for years even in unfavorable
climates. The skeleton like construction of
the open horizontal wall of each section serves

also in for ming the female intermembering

dowel element of the systém. KFurniture llas
been heretofore constructed with horizontal
skeleton partitions, the entire structure being
integral. I do not claim such construction,

nor do I claim constructions in which super-

posed elements have complete contacting sur-
faces, whereby one surface of each horizontal
wall is improperly protected from the reach
of air; nor do I claim constructions in which
the superposed sections are without floors,
save such as may be furnished by the roof of
the sections below them. |
Cabinets have heretofore been arranged
with locking-bars, &c., so arranged that the

) mampulatwn of a smn‘le part in the base of
the cabinet would serve in throwing the bolts

for a number of drawers or the like. I make
no claim to stuch general arrangement; but I
have no knowledge of any prior deviee in
which the lockin n‘-bm of a separable cabinet-
sectlon was armnwed to project through the
wall of the s__ectmn so as to be adapte(l to op-
erate the lock-bars of other sections which
might be superposed, whereby the manipula-
tion of some single part in the base would
serve in throwing the lock-bars of all of the

cabinet-sections which might be permanently

or temporarily superposed upon the base.

I claim as my inv

1. In an office-cabinet, a series of cabinet-
sections arranged for vertical piling, each
having 1'eotangular openings and triangular
projections adapted for intermembering, com-
bined subqtantlally as and for the pulpose

the bde-—%’DOp T. The bottom sheet of the | set forth.
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2. In an office-cabinet, a series of drawers |

I, having bottom grooves H, and a drawer-
receiving cabinet-section adapted to receive
several of said drawers immediately side by
side and having a horizontal series of remov-
able ribs J, combined substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

3. In an office-cabinet, a drawer- receiving
cabinet-section having a slot () in 1ts rear and
provided with a rising and falling lock-bar,
and a document-drawer If, provided with mor-
tised tail-piece G engaging said slot, comnbined
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

4. In an office-cabinet, a vertical series of
cabinet-sections, an independent lock-bar N

in each of said sections, provided with projec-

tions O, working through the tops and bot-

e

toms of the sections,and a rock-barengaging

the lock-bar of the lowermost section of the

series, combined substantially as and for the 2o

purpose set forth.

5. In an office-cabinet, a cabinet- sectlon D,
falling door R, and ledﬂe V upon said door |
contiguous to the llinn*e thereof, combined
Substantmlly as and for- the purpose set forth. 2j

6. In an office-cabinet, a cabinet-section D,
having compartments S, perforated strips U |
back-stop 1, and pins X, combined substa-n-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

JAMES W. SEE.

Witnesses:
W. A. SEWARD,
A. MYERS.
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