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To (&ZZ whom it ma Y CONCETH:
Be it known that I, GEORGE l.. ])ANKS of
Fall River, in the eounty of Greenwood and
State of Ixansas haveinvented a new and use-
s ful Impr Ovement in Check-Punches, of which
the following is a full, clear and exact de-
~ seription.

My invention relates to an improvement in
check-punches, and has for its object to pro-
1o vide a device of simple and durable construc-
tion and capable of being conveniently ma-
nipulated to perforate a check with fi gures

repr esenting the amount of its face value.

“The mventlon consists in the novel con-

15 struction and combination of the several
‘parts,aswill be hereinafter £ ully set f01 th, and
pomted out in the claims.

Reference is tobe had tothe accompan ymn
drawings, forming a part of this specification,

20 in whteh snmlm figures of reference indi-

_ cate corresponding pcwts in all the views.
“Figure 1-is a side -elev afion of the device,
| paltly in Sectlon on the line vy in Fig. 2.
Fig. 2 is'a plan view of the device. Iig. 3 is

25 & 10nn‘1tuduml section taken on the hne X @

- 1n Flﬂ' 2. Tig. 4 is a front end view of the
dewce, a p01t10n of the base being in trans-
verse section; and Fig. 5 1S a tlanbverse Sec-
tion practleally o1 line "y’ in Fig. 1.

30

nearer the front than the rear end, angle or
35 L shaped arms 13 and 14 are secured, the said

“arms being arranged one at e:-:l,eh su:le of the
and the lower ends of the veltmal |

"l

oroove 12
membels only of the arms are secured to the

 base, the rear ends of the horizontal members.
40 of the arms being connected by a su:1tab1y—r

shaped plate 15, as 1s best shown in Fig.
To the outer face of the horizontal 1nembel

of the arm 14, near the junction of said mem-.
a horizontal

ber with the vertical member,
45 indicating-plate 16 is secured, which plate,if

found desirable in practice, may form an in-

tegral portion of the arm.
The 1nd1cat1nﬂ*-plate 16 15 plefelably p10-

The base 10 18 prowded at 1fs ends with
suitable legs 11, and in the upper face of the
base, near one longitudinal side, achannel 12
18 pmduced Tothe uppersur face of the base,

——

|

at its upper end, with a knob 23, v.heleby the

-1ect1y to the walls of the opening in the base

vided with eleven longitudinally-arranged
apertures 17; but a greater or less number of 50
‘apertures may be employed if found desirable.
Opposite each aperture acharacter ornum eral

is engraved, embossed, or otherwise formed

upon “the upper face of the plate, and when

the plate is provided with eleven apertures 55
the dollar-mark is arranged opposite one of
the apertures, pleferably that located at the
forward end, and the numbers from 1 to 9
appear in proper order opposite the following

apertures, and a cipher appears opposite the 60

“aperture at the rear end of the indicating-

plate, as is best illustrated in Fig. 2.
Ears 18 are also formed upon the horizon-
tal member of the arm 14, preferably near the
rear end of the mdleatlno*-plate, and in the
said ears a bracket-rod 19 isheld toslide ver-
tically, the lower end of which rtod is bifur- -
cated, and between the members of the said bi- -

furcated end a friction-roller 20 isjournaled,

the longitudinal axis of the roller being par-

allel W1t11 the longitudinal axis of the b&se |
The roller 20 normall} engages with the

per ipheral surface of a parallel roller 21, jour-.

naled in a suitable aperture in the ba,se, as -
illustrated in Fig. 5. The tworollers areheld 75
in normal contact by a spring 22, which is
coiled around the bracket-rod between ashoul-
der on the rod and the upper ear 18. The
bracket-rod is further provided, preferably

rod may be eonvemently drawn upward
against the tension of the spring, disengaging
theleby the friction-rollers 20 and 21. ' |

The friction-roller 21 1s not ,]ouma,l{,d di--

10, in Wthh it turns, but upon one end of a
Shaft 24, which shaft is journaled beneath
the base and has attached to its forward end
a 1atchet-wheel 25, which is capable of re-
volving in the opening produced in the base go
to receive it,as is bestshownin Kigs. 1 and 2.

A gage- fmme A is held toslidein the chan-
nel 19 of the base,and thesaid frame consists
of a lower bar 26, which is a,dapted to enter
the said channel, plowded at its forward end 935

| Wlth a Ve1t1ca1 extenswu 27, to which by an:

' -

8o
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integral arm 28 a rectangular skeleton sec- |
~ tion 29 is attached or formed integral there-

with, as best shown in Fig. 3. In the upper

and lower horizontal bars of the rectangular

section 29 of the gage-frame a series of verti-
cally-aligning apertures is produced, and in

each of the vertically-aligning apertures a

punch 30 is held to slide. Each punch is con-

- trolled by a spring 31, coiled around it and

10

held thereto at its upper end and having a
bearing at its lower end against the lower bar
of the said rectangular section.

The number of apertures in the rectangular

~section of the gage-frame corresponds to the

I5

number of apertures upon the indicating-
plate, and the punches are provided at their
lower ends with numbers or characterscorre-
spending in sequence to the numbers and

~ characters upon the indicating-plate.

20

30

35

40

‘tures in the indicating-plate.

The lower or base bar 26 of the gage-frame
18 provided with a series of vertical openings
52, which openings correspond in number with
the openings or apertures in the section of
the gage-frame above the bar and the aper-
The apertures
in the base-bar of the gage-frame are, how-
ever, preferably made flaring at the upper

tace of the bar.

To the rear end of the punch-carrying sec-

‘tion 29 of the gage-frame the lower ends of a

bifurcated lever 33 are pivoted. This lever
consists of two spaced bars curved at their
rear ends from the gage-frame upwardly and
connected at their forward ends, and at the
forward connected ends of the lever a knob

34 is attached. The lever is of such length

that its forward end will be located, practi-
cally, over the vertical members of the base-
arms 13 and 14. | |

The members of thelever33ata point near
the knob 34 are connected, preferably, by a

~ cross-bar 35, and from one side of the levera

finger 36 is outwardly and downwardly ex-

~ tended, adapted to enter any one of the aper-

45

tures in theindicating-plate that the operator
may desire.
The rear end of a spring-bar 37 is securely

fastened at or near the center of the plate 15,

- connecting the arms of the base, and the said

53

- 60

spring-bar is made to extend forward hetween
the members of the lever 33 beneath the bar
35, the forward end of said lever being be-
vond the front end of the arms.
of the front end of the spring-bar the upper
extremity of a dog 37" is pivotedin a fork 38,
pivoted in the bar, the lower extremity of
which dog is provided with a head 38,adapted

to engage with the teeth of the ratchet-wheel

25, and the dog 1s normally held in contact
with the ratchet-wheel through the medium

of a spring 39, attached to the bar 37 and |

having a bearingagainst the dog between the

base of the deviceand the said bar, asis illus-

trated best in Fig. 1. The bar 87 is further

¥

provided, preferably at a point opposite the

~‘bracket-rod 19, with a pressure-block 40, the

said block being made to extend downward

At one side |

‘acter referred to,

I,claim as New
Patent—

i
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from the lower surface of the bar and adapted
for engagement with the punches 30 when the
device is operated.

and the check is inserted between the said

roller and the roller 21 beneath it. The fric-

tion-roller20 is then permitted to engage with
the check. Thelever33,attached tothe gage-
frame A, is then carried in the direetion of
the front until the finger 36 enters the aper-
ture alongside of ‘Which the character “$” is
produced,and when the finger enters the said
aperture the punch bearing the character ¢“$”

N 70
In operation the friction-roller 20 is lifted,

75

30

will be brought immediately beneath the

pressure-block 40 of the spring-bar 87, which
pressure-block is immediately above the line
of travel of the check. By pressing down upon
the knob 34 of the lever the spring-bar 37 is
depressed and itsattached block 40 forces the

punch down through the paperinto the aper-

ture 52 of the gage-frame immediately below
it, thereby perforating or puncturing the dol-

lar-mark upon the check. At the time that

the spring-bar 37 is pressed downward the

9C

head of the dog 37* is disengaged from. the

ratchet-wheel 25; but upon releasin gthelever
55 the spring-bar returns to its normal posi-
tion, elevating the punch and likewise the
dog 357%, whereupon the head of the said
dog, engaging with the ratchet-wheel, turns

93

the wheel one notch, revolving the shaft 24

and turning the friction-roller 21. This ac-
tion causes the check to be auntomaticallv
moved forward a sufficient distance to receivfe
the first number of the amount to be perfo-
rated or punctured therein, and the said num-
ber will, when the finger 36 is made to enter
the proper aperture in the indicating-plate,
be perforated immediately opposite the char-
ures may be punched in the check, as each
time that the finger 36 is made to enter an
aperture in the indiecating-plate and the le-
ver o3 18 pressed downward the downward

action of the lever will cause the puneh bear-

ing the number corresponding to that upon
the indicating-plate to punch the check, and
the upward movement of the lever will carry
the check farther inward. o
It will be observed that the device is ex-
ceedingly simple and economical in construc-
tion and that the check is automatically fed
forward in proper form to regularly receive
the characters or numbers desired to be
punched therein. ' o

Having .thus described my invention, T
and desire to secure by Letters

1. The combination, with the base haﬁng

alongitudinally-extending vertically-yielding

bar provided with a pressure-block, of a lon.
gitudinally-sliding frame provided with ver-
tically-movable punches, and an overhanging
lever pivoted to the sliding frame to slide it
and having a cross bar or arm crossing and
movable along the upper side of the yielding
bar and adapted todepress the sameé and bring

100

s

Thus any number of fig-
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the bloek into contact with any desired punch,
substantially as described. o

9. The combination, with the base having
an overhanging longitudinally-extending arm
provided along one side with an aperturedin-
dicating-plate and a vertically-yielding bar
secured at one end.of the frame-arm and pro-
vided with a pressure-block, of a longitudi-
nally-sliding frame on the base alongside of
said overhanging arm and having a longi-
tudinally-extending series of vertically-mov-
able
brought under the block for operation there-
by, a lever mounted on the sliding frame and
having a pin to enter said indicating-aper-
tures, and a cross piece or arm movable along
and crossing the upper side of the yielding
bar, substantially as described.

3. In a machine of the character described,
the combination, with a base provided with
an extension, an indicating-plate attached to
the base-extension and having a series ot ap-
ertures produced therein, and a gage-frame
held to slide upon the base and apertured to
correspond to the apertures of the indicating-
plate, of punches held to slide in the aper-
tures of the frame, a spring-supported press-
ure-block adapted for engagement with the
punches, a lever pivoted to the frame and
adapted to coact with the spring - pressed
pressure-block, and a finger projected from
the lever, adapted for engagement with the
indicating-plate, substantially as shown and
described, and for the purpose specified.

4. Inadevice of thecharacter described, the

~ combination, with a base provided with an

extension, an apertured-indicating-plate at
tached to the extension of the base, a gage-
frame held to slide in the base and apertured
to correspond to the apertures in theindicat-
ing-plate, and spring-pressed punches held
to slide in the apertures of the frame,of a le-
ver pivoted to the frame, a finger attached to
the lever and adapted to enter the apertures
of the indicating-plate, a spring-bar secured
tothe extension of thebaseandengaging with

the under-face of the lever, and a pressure- |

punches adapted to be successively

449,003

block secured to thespring-bar, substantially
as and for the purpose specified. |

5. In a device of the character described,
the combination, with a base provided with
an extension, an apertured indicating-plate
attached to the extension of the base,a gage-
frame held toslide in the base and apertured
to eorrespond to the aperturesin the indicat-

ing-plate, and spring-pressed punches heldto

slide in the apertures of the frame,of alever
pivoted to the frame, a finger attached to the
lever and adapted to enter the apertures of
the indicating-plate, a spring-bar secured to
the extension of the frame and engaging with
the under face of the lever, a pressure-block
secured to the spring-bar, a feed mechanism,
and a ratchet-connection between the feed
mechanism and the spring-bar, substantially
as specifieq. |

6. In a device of the character described,

| the combination, with a base provided with

an extension, an apertured indicating-plate
secured to the extension of the base, a gage-
frame held to slide upon the base, having ap-
ertures corresponding to the aperturesof the

| indicating-plate, spring-pressed punches held

to slide in the apertures of the frame, and a
spring-controlled friction-roller, the bearings
whereof are held to slide upon the base-ex-
tension, of ashaftjournaled beneath the base,

a friction-roller attached to the shait and

adapted for engagement with the upper roller
and a ratchet-wheel also attached to the shaft,
a bifurcated lever pivoted to the gage-frame
and provided with an attached fingeradapted
to enter theaperturesof the indicating-plate, a
spring-bar secured at one end to the base-ex-
tension and engaging with the lever, a press-
ure-block secured to the spring-bar between

its ends, and a dog pivoted to the front end
of the spring-bar and adapted for engage-

ment with the said ratchet-wheel, as and for
the purpose specified.
| GEORGE L. BANKS.
Witnesses: _ '
T. B. JOHNSON,
S. T. EVEY.
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