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To all whom it may concern: o face made up of a series of spiral coils which
Be it known that I, CHARLES . SMITH, a | are held rigid in the frame, and these coils 5

citizen of the United States of America, resid- | are formed in the usual manner and are in-

ing at Bethany, in the county of Moultrie and | terlocked with each other, so as to form a

5 Stateoflllinois, haveinventedcertainnew and | comparatively rigid washing-surface in which
useful Improvements in Wash-Boards; and I | there is an absence of sharp angles. . When
do hereby declare the following to be a full, | the spirals are free, they will occupy a space 6o

clear, and exact description of the invention, | greater than the distance between the re-

such as will enable others skilled in the art to | cesses, so that when placed between the side

10 which it appertains to makeand use the same, | pieces they will be slightly compresser] there-
reference being had to the accompanying | by, and the ends will lie within the recesses
drawings; and to letters of reference marked | to prevent their coming in contact with the 65

- thereon, which form a part of this specifica- | clothes. The bars which pass through the
 tiom. upper and lower coils longitudinally expand

15 This invention relates to certain new and | the coils. When a wash-board is thus con-
useful improvements in wash-boards; and it ; structed, it is not necessary to use a solid
consists in a wash-board having its rubbing- | back board, as a tension caused by the lateral 70
surface formed of aseriesof transverseinter- | pressure of the coils and the rods C will pro-
locking spiral coils which are held at their | vide a comparatively rigid structure. |

20 endsin recesses in theside piecesof the frame I am aware that prior to my invention it
of the wash-board, the parts being rigidly se- | has been proposed to provide a wash-board
cured by transverse rods which passthrough | having its washing-surface composed of a se- 75
the upper and lower spiral coils, as will be | ries of spiral springsarranged longitudinally
hereinafter more fully set forth. upon the board and adapted to bear when in

25 In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is | use upon a solid backing, and I do not claim
a plan view of a wash-board constructed in | such construction as my invention, asitisnot -
~accordance with my invention. Fig. 2 is a | myintention to use springs; but the coils are 8o
vertical sectional view. | | so interlocked as to have but comparatively
A refers to the frame of the wash-board, | little spring movement. Such spring move-

3o whichis made up of side piecesa a, connected | ment I consider objectionable, as it is likely
to each other' by a rear board b and near their | to permit the clothes to catch and will not
upperends by transverse strips e and d,which, | give the rigid surface required in practice. 85
taken in connection with the back ¢, form a Having thus described my inveution, I
soap-box. The strip ¢ has its outer end | claim— - :

35 rounded and projects slightly beyond thespi- | In a wash-board, the combination, with a
ral coils at one end, while the opposite end | frame consisting in part of side legsaa,having
extends nearly to the vertical board ¢, so as | longitudinal recesses g on their inner sides, of Qo
to form or leave an opening f, through which | a series of interlocking transverse circular
the drippings from the soap-box can pass | coils parallel, as described, the circular ends

40 above and beyond the upper edge of the rear | of which liein and are of adiameter approxi-
board b. The side pieces a aare cut away or | mating the width of the side recesses to fill
recessed, as shown at g, so astoprovidespaces | said recesses and thus be retained thereon, 93
within which will lie the ends of the spiral | and rods C C, passed through the upper and

| coils B, which abut against the vertical walls | lower terminal coils and presenting the only

45 of theserecesses and are held against outward | positive connection between the coils and the

movement thereby. _ frame and secured to said legs, substantially

C refers to the brace-rods, which pass | as set forth. 7 100
through the upper and lower spiral coils, the In testimony whereof I affix iy signature in
ends thereof being rigidly secured to the side | presence of two witnesses. | -

50 pileces a awithin the upper and lower ends of o CHARLES H. SMITH.
- 1he recesses g. — | . Witnesses: | | ;
By the construction herein described I pro- - WiLLiam W. WILKINSON,

vide a wash-board which has a rubbing-sur- | HueH Scorr. C
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