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. stated. It will be seen that when the can-
vas or material employed is loose the keys G,
which have one of their sides at right a,nﬂ*les
with theirheads, the other side bemn*mdmed
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To all whom it may concermn: -

Be it known that I, CHARLES FAY, a citizen
of the United States, residing in the city and
county of Philadelphia,State of Pennsylvania,
have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Stretcher-Frames, which improvement 1s

fully set forth in the following specification

and accompanying drawings,

My invention consists of a device for ex-

panding a stretcher-frame, and consequently
tichtening the canvas thereon, the same being
formed of a plate which 1s adapted to be rig-
idly secured to one side of the frame and ad-
justably connected with the adjacent side.
Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
tletcher-fmme embodying my invention.
Flﬂ‘ represents a longitudinal section there-
of on line « «, Fig. 1.

Similar letters of reference mdlcate corre-

sponding parts in the two figures.

Referring to the drawings, A deswnates a

stretcher - frame formed of sepamted sides
which are connected or coupled by plates B,
the latter being preferably formed of metdl
and each havmn* an opening C at one end and
a slot D at the other end. Through the open-
ing C is passed the tack or shmtnall E, which
isdriven into the contiguous side of the fram e,
thus rigidly conne('tmﬂ the plate with said
side. Through the slot D is passed a tack or
short nail I, which isdriveninto the contigu-
ous side of the fr ame, thusadjustably connect—

ing the plate with said side, it being seen that

the fourcornersof theframeare pr owded with
lates B, each of which is attached as above

| are introduced into the joints between adja-

40

cent sides of the frame, and driven thereinto -

until the canvas becomes taut, it being noticed
that the plates retain their p031t10n but the
tacks E move laterally with the sidesto which
they are attached and slide in the slots D,
whereby the frame remains true in its angu-
larity. Each plate B has a lateral extension
or limb B’, in which is an opening E’ to re-
ceive a tack or nail C’, the plate thus being
of angular form, wheleby it 1s of inereased
1en0*th and provlded with additional means
of faqtenmg, owing to the tack or nail (', 1t
being evident that the plates are plevented
from turning on the tacks or nails K and I,
and distortion of the frame is accordingly ob-
viated. Each of the side pieces has one of
its ends, which is squared, abutting against
the side of -another one of the pieces.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desne to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. Tn a canvas-stretcher frame, the side and
end bars, in combination with plates having
parts thereof fixedly attached to one bar zmd
the other parts thereof adjustably connected
to the adjacent bar, substantially as described.

- 2. A corner- connectmn plate for a canvas-

stretcher, having holesor apeltures in one end
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thereof forimmovable attachment toa portion

of said stretcher, and a slot in the opposite
end for ad,]ust&ble connection to another por-
tion of said stretcher, subbtantnlly as de-
seribed. -
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