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To all whomv it may concern.:

- beilt knownthatl, WirLriam A. PooL, a citi-
zen of the United States, residingatStatesville,
in the county of Iredell and State of North
Carolina,haveinvented certain newanduseful
Implovements 1n Carpet-Stretchers; and I do
hereby declare the following to be & full, clear,
and exact description of the aneHilOn such
as will enable others skilled in the art to
whichitappertainsto make and use the same.

My invention relates to carpet-stretchers;

and 1t consists of a wooden or metallicblock

having at its sides the form of a shoe-last
and provided at its heel end with an-up-
wardly-flared rectangular or other suitably-

shaped slot cut through the same for the pas- |
sage of a claw-lever, which is adapted to vi-

brate laterally and slide up and down in said
slot, said block being provided with station-
ary teeth inclined from the toe to the heel of
block, and with a retaining-claw turned in an
opposite direction to tlle stretching - teeth.
With my carpet-stretcher a calpet can be
readily and perfectly stretched without in-
jury to the same and with very slight labor
and cost to the operator.

In the accompanying drawings, I‘wule 1is

& perspective view oE the carpet- Stt'etchel
showing the same as in the first act of its

use, the claw-lever having its claw forced into

the floor and being in a position to be moved
forward to stretch the carpet. Fig. 2 is a sec-

tionof the same, showing very clearly the form

of the rectangular upwardly - flared slot cut
through its heel portion and the claw-lever as
torced forward to a perpendicular position.
Fig. 3 1s a top view of the stretching-block,
and Ifig. 4 1s a bottom view of the same.

A in the drawings represents the stretch-
ing-block; B, the slot; C, the claw-lever; D,
stretching-teeth, and E the retaining-claw.
The stletchmn*-block A may be of any suit-

able shape, but preferably of a rectangular

form, 1nclined on 1ts top surface from 1ts heel
portion to its toe, 1ts side profile being simi-
lar to a shoe-last. This block is provided

at its heel portion with the rectangular slot

flared upwardly either toward the toe portion
of the block,orbothtowardthetoeand heelpor-
tions thereof. Through thisslot a claw-lever
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ward, and said lever being
be slid up and down to any extent necessary
in order to engage and disengage the. claw-

form of the slot B, be vibrated Iatemlly forthe

purpose of forcing the block forward or back-
also arranged to

lever from the floor. This elaw-lever C 18

| preferably of elliptical form in cross-section,

in order that it shall not turn in the slot, and
on its upper and lower ends shoulders b b
may be provided for keeping it connected
with the block. In the lower stop or shoul-
der 0’ the claw ¢ of the lever may be In-
serted, or the claw may be made homoge-
neous with said lever. The lower shoulder
serves for limiting the upward movement of
the lever, while the upper one prevents the
lever being drawn through the slot. This
upper shoulder may be dispensed with, 1f de-
sired. The claw ¢ is so bent or curved that
its point is toward the toe of the block, and
the same enters the floor in a reverse direc-
tion to that of the stretching-teeth D of the

bloek, and by pressing the upper end of the

claw-lever forward the lower end, being ful-
crumed on the floor and the stretching-teeth
being hooked in the carpet, the action of the
lever on the block at the lower end of the
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slot causes the Dblock carrying the teeth to

move forward and thereby draw or btl etch
the carpet.

The stretching-block is provided on its bot-
tom surface Wlth a suitable number of the
curved or inclined sharp penetrating stretch-
ing-teeth D, which enter thecarpetinareverse

dII'thlOI’l to that in which the claw c of lever
C enters the floor and draws the carpet for-

ward, when the stretching-block carrying the
teethismoved forward by the claw-lever. Ifor-
ward of these stretching-teeth and in rear ot
the claw-lever I have provided the stout pene-
trating retaining-claw E, which is preferably
of a sli cghtly greater lenﬂth than the claw ¢ of
lever C, and bent in the same direction, but
in an 0pp051te direction tothat of the stretch—
ing-teeth D. This retaining-claw subserves
a very important purpose, namely: When the
claw of the lever has been embedded into the
floor, the stretching-teeth fastened in the car-
pet, and the claw-lever moved forward to the
desired extent for stretching the carpet, the

- O is passed, which can, by reason of the flared | retaining-claw is pressed or driven down
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thirough the carpet into the floor and holds |

the carpet in its stretched condition until it
1s tacked down, when the stretcher can be
easily removed by moving the claw-lever
backward and drawing the same upward or
in any other suitable manner.

The operation of my invention is as fol-
lows: The carpet is tacked down at one cor-
ner of the room and spread onut smoothly over
the floor and the operator turns up sufficient
of the carpet at the opposite corner to allow
him space to stand on the floor.
heappliesthe stretching-teeth of the stretcher
near the edge of the carpet and presses the
claw-lever into the floor, the carpet being

slightly folded between the stretcher-teeth

and the retaining-claw. DBy moving the rear-
wardly-inelined claw-lever forward the car-
pet will be drawn forward or stretched by
the stretcher-teeth to the desired extent, this
being due to the block carrying the stretcher-
teeth being forced forward by the lever, and
by pressing down on the top of stretcher-
block with the hand or foot the retaining-
claw is driven through the stretched carpet
ito the floor and made to hold the carpet in
1ts stretched condition until it is tacked
down, The carpet-stretcher is then removed
and the operation repeated at the opposite
corners of the room. If the room is a very
large one and the carpet draws in folds.in the
center, the stretecher may be applied at the
edges of the carpet midway of the corners, so

as to reduce these folds; but ordinarily a car- |

if

This done,
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pet can be perfectly laid by operating the
streteher from the corners of the room.

What I claim as my invention is-—

1. Inacarpet-stretcher,in combination, the
stretching - block provided with stretching-
teeth inclined in a direction from the toe to-
ward the heel of the block and having at its
heel end an oblong slot, and a claw-lever the
claw of which enters the floor 1n a reverse
direction to that in which the stretching-teeth
enter the carpet, substantially as described.

2. The combination of thestreteching-block
provided with stretching-teeth, and a retain-
ing-claw having its point turned opposite to
the stretching-teeth, and a claw-lever fitted
in an upwardly-flared oblong slot, said lever
having its fulerum in the lower part of the
slot and being capable of vibrating in the
upper part of the slot and also sliding up
and down therein, substantially as described.

3. The combination of the stretching-block
having stretching-teeth, and aretaining-claw,
and a claw-lever, the said leverhaving a shoul-
dernearitslowerend below the block,whereby
the lever is allowed to slide up and down 1n
the slot and limited in its upward movement,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

Witnesses:
JOHN C. TURNER,
A. D. WATTS.
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