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wlt whom T6 may conecermn.: .
Be it known that I, WALTER BURKS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Lynch-
bum,.. in the county of Campbell and State of

Virginia, have invented certain new and use-

ful Impmvemeuts in Devices for Catching

~and Delivering Mail-Bags; and I do 1161*@1)37-

declare the followmﬂ' to be a full, clear, and

exact deseription of the invention, ‘sueh as will

enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-

'Deltams to make and use the same.

My invention has reference to an improved
device for catching and delivering mail-bags,
and my purpose is to provide a more Simple
effective, and practlml construction than
those heretofore in use.

With this end in view my invention con-
sists in the peculiarities of construction and
combiniftions of parts more fully described
herunafter, and pointed out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a perspective view of my dewce

just before the catching and delivering oper-

ation takes place; Fig. 2, a similar view just

after it has oceurred; I‘w 5, a detail view of

the position of the hmﬂed arm and catching-
hooks upon the post. |
The 1*efe1ence«-letter # 1epresents an ordi-

nary mail-car, across the door of which is
placed a horizontal bar b, provided with a re-

versible hook ¢ and handle Is. of the well-
known form. This bar has upon it the usual
rubber cushions ¢, and is mounted in bear-

1ings e upon the oppomte sides of the door,

.:mcl its ends project beyond these bearings e
and are each provided with an elbow- ]evot- or
similar device 7, secured to turn with the rod,
and in so turning raise and lower a pair of
pivoted arms ¢ tlu*oufrh the medium of the

eonneetmmmds It ‘md levers o, the latter be-

ing fuler umed in bL&llHWSj

The mail-bag s’ is suspended f rom the em*'

for delivery between the pivoted arm ¢, which

18-located near the door-sill, and a rearwardly-

extending hook m upon the cateching-hook e¢.
This hooh mlies within the sweep of the ogulde-
point ¢’ of the catching-hoolk, thereby requir-
iIng no more room than the hook 1tself.

The hook m is provided with a spring clasp

o or cateh 7, which consists of a flat piece of

]

- W

or bar ¢ to receive the lower ring 7,

‘a pivoted hook 2" upon tlm
hinged armorleverz".

spring metal having a curve o made therein
to receive the bag-ring 77,
this ecatch bears against the hook and retains
thering, so that the bag will not be jarred or
blown off while apploachmo the smmonm‘}
catches s.

The arm ¢ is prowded with a pwoted hool
whereby
the bag is held in an upright pO.SIllOIl to be

taken b}f oneof thestationaryreceiving-hooks

s, which will now be desecribed.

The above-described attachments for the
car are shown as the preferred form; butasI
do not claim the sameany well- known ad&pt-
ed form may be substituted. -

- The novel parts of my 1111*8111;1011 W 111 now
be described. |

$ s are twin receiving-hooks formed pre-
cisely alike to cateh’ the bag from either di-
rection, and they consist of a straight bar v,
of met.ﬂ,l having a goose-neck 7, from which
diverges the frmdmg-—pon:lt 1. They are con-
nected to a vertical post or standard v by
means of the hinge @, which permits them to
rise and fall. An arm % is hinged to the post
just below the point where the b:su* 18 hinged,
and it has upon its free end a hinged or piv-
oted hook z to recelve the 10wer ring 7 of
the mail-bag s’.

The upperend of the bagis supported upon
short arm of the
Thisarmis arranged
in the usual manner, being hinged to the rear
edge of the top of the po::at so that 1ts heavier
portmu will drop back in the well-known way
to the position shown in Fig. 2, and so that
it ecan be broughtto a horizontal position when
the mail-bag is in place to be taken by the
catehes upon the car, as in Fig, 1.

The arm ¥ 18 so hinged that the f.,ud Yy’
which 18 fastened to the post, will come in
contact with the straight portion v of the re-
ceiving-hooks s whenever an effort 1s made
to raise it without raising and setting said
hooks, 'This constmctlon is pI‘OVlded to in-
terfere with and prevent the operator from
inadvertentiy hanging a bag without setting
the hooks in posnmn 1o t&ke the bag from the
train. Theconnecting-armv is prowded with

a cushion-spring v’ ‘ro ease the shock of the
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bag as it is taken {rom the train. The lower
leal of the hinge @, while being so arranged
as to interfere with the raising of the bar 1
also permits the hooks to rest upon the upper
surface of the arm % and hold them in the
proper adjustment to take the bag from the !
car.

The mechanisnm attached to the postat the

station 1s operated Dby tilting the top lever

forward 1n horizontal position, as seen in IF1g.
1, and attaching the upper ring of the bag to
the pivoted hook or arm =z, then lifting the
hooks and bringing arm y to a horizontal po-
sition and blippil]“ the lower hook n over the
pivoted hook z upon the hanging arm.

It the operator should attempt to raise the
hanging arm y without first lifting the hooks
to their proper adjustment, then the inner
end ¢’ of the arm will come in contact with
the bar » and prevent them from upward
movement, as previously mentioned.

Ilaving thus deseribed my invention, what

I claim ag new, and desire 1o seeure 1;5 Let-
ters Patent, is—
- Ina ca‘rchmﬂ'ﬂnd delivering device for mail-
* bags, the combmatmn of a post or standard

provided witha lever and with an arm hinged
' to said post below said lever, bag-holding de-
vices upon the free end of the arm and upon
the short arm of the lever, and a patr of re
ceiving-hooks hinged to the post between S‘ud
lever and arm in such juxtaposition as to in-
terfere with raising the arm when the latter
is down and to rest upon it when up, in the
manner and for the purpose substantially as
i leseribed.
" Intestimony whercof I affix my signature in

presence of two witnesses.
WALTER

DURICS.
Withesses:
JNO. M. PAYNE,
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