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To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, WILLIAM N. CARY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Me-
chaniesville, county of Saratoga, and State of

New Yorl, have invented certain new and !

useful Improvements in Window-Blinds, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to such improve-
ments; and it consists of the novel construc-
tion and combination of parts hereinafter de-
seribed, and subsequently c¢laimed. |

Reference may be had to the accompany-
ing drawings and the letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification. - |

Similar letters refer to similar parts in the
several figures therein. -

Figure 1 of the drawings represents an in-
terior front view in elevation of my improved
window-blinds closed. TFig. 2 is a similar
view of the blinds open, the two lower blinds
occupying a position right-angular to the
window and the single upper blind having
its lower end swung outward from the build-

ing. Iig. 3 is an exterior viewin side eleva-

tion of the blinds open, as shown in Fig. 2.
Fig. 4 is an exterior view in plan, showing
the tops of the lower blinds open, as shown
in Figs. 2 and 3, the upper blind being closed.
Kig. 5 18 a view in side elevation of a slide-
brace detached. Fig. 6 is a modified form of
slideway-hook. |

A represents a window-frame with the
outer portion broken away, and B a single
depending blind or shutter hinged at its up-
per edge to the frame, as by hinges B’, (indi-
cated by dotted lines in Fig. 1,) with itslower
edge free to swing outward from the window-
frame on an arc represented by the broken
curved line B* in TFig. 3. The blind Bis pref-
erably of a length to extend about half-way
down the window-frame and to the lower
blinds C C’. The latter blinds are each se-
cured at one edge to one side of the window-
frame, as by the hinges C?, (indicated by dot-

ted lines in Fig. 1,) in the same manner that

horizontally-swinging blinds are commonly
hinged to a window-frame. |

The lower blinds are each provided with a

blind-supporting «lide-brace and hook IJ.
The slideway consists of two angle-irons I,
secured to the swinging edge of the blind,
one above the other in the same vertical line,
by the screws B/ through the vertical leaf of

~each iron, the horizontal leaves F? projecting

out from the blind and being provided with
a central aperture or eye I, having a lateral
opening or slot F*. The slide-braces D are
each adapted to loosely fit and slide verti-

cally or longitudinally of the bracein the eyes

I, They are each provided at their upper

- ends with an eye D’ and at the lower ends

with a look D2 also with the flattened or
thinned parts D® so located that such a
thinned part will occupy the slideway-eyes

when the blinds are closed, as shown in Fig,

1. The eyes D’ at the upper ends of the
braces are adapted to receive and slide along
the slideway 11, which may be a wire rod ex-
tended lengthwise of the upper blind along
its lower edge and secured to the blind at the
ends of the wire. | |

- The lower blinds may be provided with the

usual or any known means forsecuring them

in a closed or open position, as gravity lock-
ing-hinges, (not shown,) ora hook ¢ and staple
O to secure them in a closed position. When
1t is desired to open the blindsfrom the posi-
tion shown in Ifig. 1 to that shown in IFigs. 2

and 3, it 1s only necessary to remove the hook
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¢ from staple b and push outward upon oneor

both of the blinds until the eyes D’ slide
along slideway Il from the position shown in
Fig.'1 to that shown in IFig. 2. As the lower
blinds swing open and outward the eyes D’

of the braces, acting upon the slideway I,

push the lower edge of the upper blind out-
ward to the position shown in Fig. 3.
obvious from an inspection of Ifig. 3 that the
lower edge of the upper blind rises as it

swings outward, thereby causing the slide-

braces D to slide upward in the slideways F
to the position shown in Fig. 2. When the
blinds are swung open to the position shown
in Fig. 2, they are locked as against the ac-
tion of ordinary winds, for the reason that
the friction between slideway IH and the ma-
terial in which the eyes D’ are formed is suf-

so slideway adapted to receive and support a i ficient to retain the parts in any desired po-
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sition along the respective arcs before men-
tioned and indicated by the curved broken
lines. In addition .to such frictional resist-
ance, when desired, stops may be provided at
different points on slideway II, as small offset

~or bend J, Fig. 1.

10

When it is desired toopen thelower blinds
C C’ and leave the upper blind I3 closed, as
shown in Fig. 4, the slide-braces D are first
disengaged from their slideways I, the thin-
ner parts D passing through the lateral slots

I'4, after which the lower blinds can be swang
“out and 1in, in the usunal well-known manner

of operating horizontally-swinging blinds.
The braces D are left penient from slideway
H when the upper blind is closed; but they
may be employed to brace and support the

~upper blind in an open or partly-open posi-
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tion, such as shown in Fig. 3, by inserting the
hook end of the braces in the staples K, as
shown by dotted lines in Fig. 3.
may be driven into the window-frame to pro-
ject outward, as shown. The upper blind,
when thus supported by the braces hooked
into the staples, serves the purpose of an
awning and leaves the lower biinds free to
open and close in the ordinary well-known
manner. | -

I have shown in Fig. 6 a modified form of
slideway for the braces D, consisting of a
hook or slotted eye having a serew-threaded
shank F% by which it is secured to a blind to

occupythesame relative position theretoasthe.

hooked leaf F. It is obvious that oneonly of

‘the lower blinds with a single slide-brace

-~ would be sufficient to open the upper blind

40

and support it in the position shown in Kig. 3.
When the lower blinds are swung outward to
the position shown in Fig. 3, the slideway I
prevents the slide-braces from acquiring an
absolute rotary movement, but caunses a rela-
tive movement of the braceans its slideway,
as though the former had beeu given a quar-
ter-turn 1n the latter, thereby preventing the
escape of the thinned part of the brace from
its slideway by presenting the wide side of
the thinned part toward the slot k™

I haveshown in Fig. 3 a flexible triangular-
shaped side curtain P, which is secured along
one side P’ to the upperblind BB, along another
side P* to the window-frame, and at a middle
point P? of the third side to the lower blind C’.
The curtain is not shown in the other figures,
except that its position when the blinds are

The staples
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closed is shown by dotted lines P in Fig. 1,
the lower blind serving to draw the middle
portion of the lower partof the curtainipward
and fold it against the upper blind, as indi-
cated by the dotted lines P.

What I  lvim asnew, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— N -

1. The combination, with a window-frame,
of an upper blind hinged by its upper edge
to the upper part of the frame to swing ver-
tically, a horizontal slideway secured to such
blind, a lower blind hinged by one of its side
edoes to one side of the frame to swing hori-
zontally, a slideway secared to such lower
blind, and a slide-brace movable vertically in
the slideway fixed upon the lower blind and
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movable horizontally in the slideway fixed

upon the upper blind, substantially as de-
sceribed. | |

2. The combination, with an upper blind
hinged to a window-frame to swing vertically

and a pair of lower blinds the members ot

which are separately hinged to the frame to
swing horizontally, of a pair of supporting-
braces D, each. secured ati its lower end to

one of the horizontally-swinging blinds and ¢

at its upper end to the lower end of the ver-
tically-swinging blind forthe purpose of sup-
porting the several blinds in an open position,
substantially as deseribed.

- 3. The combination, with a horizontalslide-
way II upon an upper vertically-swinging
blind and a vertical slideway having eyes I%,
one above the other, with slide-slot F* upon a
lower horizontally-swinging blind, of a slide-
brace D, having at its upperendan eye D', at
its lower end a hook D? and intermediately of
its ends thin parts D3, adapted to pass through
the slots 4, substantially as described.

4, The combination, with an upper blind

hinged to awindow-frame to swing vertically
and a lower blind hinged to the frame to
swing horizontally, of a flexible triangular-
shaped side curtain secured along one edge
to the upper blind, along another edgeto the
window-frame, and at a middle point in its
third edge to the lower blind, substantially as
described. - _
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 30th day of December, 1389.
WILLIAM N. CARY.

Witnesses: |
EO0. A. MOSHER,
W. H. HOLLISTER, Jr.
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