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1o all whom it may concern:

De it known that I, IIARVEY A. MAcCE, of
Mount Zion, in the county of Macon and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in I'lood-Fences; and I do

hereby declare that the following is a full,

clear, and exact description of the Invention,
which will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
Ing drawings, and to the letters of reference

marked thereon, which form part of this speci-

fication.

1This invention relates to certain Improve-
ments in flood-fences. |
~ I'he object of the invention is to provide an
lmproved flood-fence extremely strong and
durable, effectively closin g the opening when

- the water is low and allowing the free pas-
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sage of water and drift in time of flood.
LThese objects are accomplished by and the
inventior consists in certain novel features
of construction and combinations of parts
more fully described hereinafter, and particu-
larly pointed out in the claims.

 Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 is a perspective showing the fence,
the anchors or holding-stakes being shown in
Fig. 2 is an end view of the
construction of Fig. 1. TFig. 3 is a cross-see-
tion through the swinging beam.

In the drawings, the reference-letter ¢ in-

dicates the two horizontal ground-sills buried
below the surface of the ground. Eaech sill
has the swinging clevises b pivoted to and
extending beyond its beveled ends, and
stakes ¢ are driven into the earth in inclined
directions, as shown through said clevises
and against the ends of the sills, thereby
firmly and rigidly anchoring-the same. These
stakes tightly wedge against the ends of the
sill and are held by the clevises, which, being
loosely joined to the sills, can accommodate
themselves to the angle at which the stakes

enter the ground. Kach sill is provided with

a supporting-frame composed of a pair of in-
clined beams d at their lower ends, secured
rigidly to the sill a distance apart and from
thence extending upwardly and secured to-

formed thereby:.

| frame of great rigidity in the form of an isos-

celes triangle. A strong horizontal bolt e is

passed through the upper portions of each

palr of beams d a short distance below the
upper ends thereof and the apex of the angle
T'he swinging beam [ ex-
tends between said ground-sills, and at its
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ends extends beneath the supporting-bolts ¢ -

¢, and is suspended loosely from the same by

meauns of links ¢, embracing and sliding on
said bolts, and at their lower ends pivotally

6o

and strongly secured to the réspective ends

of the swinging beam. 7% are the vertical
pickets carried by said beam. Thisswinging
beam is preferably formed in two longitudi-

nal sections, one of which onits inner faceis

provided with sockets to receive the lower
ends of the pickets, and the two sections are
then rigidly secured together. This man-
ner of securing the pickets makes the struct-

‘ure very rigid and the pickets cannot be

knocked off except by breaking them. In
case of flood or high water driff floating down
will strike the pickets, and thereby rotate the
beam so as to swing down the pickets into a
horizontal position. When the beam fswings
50 as to turn the pickets down, it swings on
sald links up against one of the ineclined
beams and the links slide to the opposite end
of the supporting-bolts. .

The many advantages and great durability
and effectiveness of this combination are ob-
ViOous. | -

I'do not herein broadly claim a swinging
beam carried by links suspended from hori-

zontal bolts connecting parallel vertical posts

mounted on horizontal sills; nor do I broadly
claim inclined stakes for anchoring a hori-
zontalsill, nor other features herein set forth
and separately disclosed in the prior state of
the art; but

What I claim is—

1I'heherein-deseribed flood-fence, consisting

‘in the combination of the parallel horizontal

Sills a @, buried beneath the surface of the

earth and having beveled ends and anchored

by stakes driven through clevises against said
ends, a triangular supporting - frame on each
sill, consisting of the two beams d d, at their

gether at their upper ends, thus forming a | lower ends secured on the sill a distance apart

75

30

QO

95

109




° - ' 448,154

and rigidly and directly bolted together at

their upper ends, the swinging beam f, loosely
suspended within said frames from the upper
portions of said beams , the horizontal bolts
e, and the suspending-links thereon carrying
beam 7, said swinging beam being formed in
Jongitudinal sections between which the pick-
ets are clamped, as set forth.

1 g {

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature 1n presence of fo
two witnesses.

[TARVEY A. MACE.

Witnesses. _
WILLIAM B. IIUNTER,
J. M. HUTCHISON.
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