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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, Tice S. RIDDEL, a ¢iti-
zen of the United States, residing at KEugene
city, in the county of Lane and State of Ore-
oon, have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment in Fence-Posts, of which the following

is a specification.

This invention has relation to fence-posts,
and the objects in view are to provide means
for preserving said posts against early rot-
ting.

It is well known among those conversant

with fences that the posts thereof rot at a

point slightly above the ground in a compara-
tively short time after the construction ot the
fence, thus rendering the fence weak and lia-
ble to be blown down by heavy winds, and in
a short time, if not blown down, to fall down
by sheer rotting away at the point mentioned.
To avoid this, numerous liquid applications
of turpentine, tar, oil, &ec., have been sug-
oested and employed with more or less good
effect; but npon all such occasions great diffl-
culty is experienced in impregnating the post
with the preservative and great loss was sus-
tained by reason of the liquid being absorbed
by the earth adjacent to the post and by Dbe-
f by water. By my invention,

“however, I propose to avoid these disadvan-
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tages and provide a post capable of receiving

and storing a quantity of the liquid, and this |

in sueh a manner as to prevent any waste of
the same and maintain said liquid in a posi-
tion to be gradually absorbed until the entire
postnear the points where it enters the ground
has become thoroughly impregnated and sat-
urated.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
perspective of a fence-section constructed In
the usual manner and posts constructed in
accordance with my invention. FKig. 2 18 a
detail in perspective of the post.. Fig.31s a
similar view, the post ready for insertion in
the ground. TFig. 4 is a vertical section of
the same. |

Like numerals of reference indicate like
parts in all the figures of the drawings.

1 designates a wooden post, of any ordi-
nary construction, the opposite faces of which
are provided with a series of two or more
vertical grooves or vecesses 2, arranged side

| by side. If desired, these grooves 2 may be

formed upon only one side of the post, but
in either instance are formed at those por-
tions of the post adjacent to the surface of
the ground. The grooves 2 are deepest at
their lower ends and gradually grow shal-
lower toward the upper ends, so that in reality
they constitute a series of oil and tar receiv-
ing pockets or reservoirs separated from each
other by thin partitions 3. Below the grooves
occurs that portion of the post designed to be
inserted in the ground, and above the same
are secured the panel-sections or wires 4.

In employing the post the pockets or reser-
voirs are filled with oil, the post being in a
horizontal position, after which there is laid
over the pockets a thin packing of tarred
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paper or fabric 5, and upon the said packing

a plate 6, preferably of galvanized iron, which
is secured in position upon the packing by
screws or other fastening devices 10. It will
thus be observed that the pockets are all fillea
with oil and tar, which is prevented from es-
cape by the packing and plate, or from being

‘absorbed by the plate by reason of the same

being metallic. The pockets are also air-
tight, which tends to prevent any rotting of
the post, and the contents of said pockets are
aradually absorbed by the wood until the lat-
ter has become thoroughly impregnated and
saturated. As before stated, the pockets at
their bottoms are curved and slant toward
the exterior of the post, so that the body ot
oil within each pocket, as it diminishes by

‘absorption, is directed by said bottom not to-

ward the interior of the post, which is always
the last to rot, but toward the exterior, (as
shown by dotted lines, Fig. 4,) where the first
indications of rot always appear. 'Thus the
post is more effectually preserved against de-

cay, as the external layers of the wood arve
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the last oiled, and such absorption continues

as long as there is a particle of oil left in the
pocket. o

A post thus constructed is positively pre-
served against early rotting and requires no
attention in the way of oiling for a long pe-
riod of time. |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim 18- - |
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The herein-deseribed post, having opposite
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fcwes plovlded with a series of parallel lon-| In testimony that I claim the fmenomo as 1o

gitudinally-disposed short pockets or holes, | my own I have hereto affixed my swnatm e 1n
the bottoms of which are at one side of the presence of.two witnesses. .
center of the post or terminate short of said

5 center and are inclined toward the exterior TICE S. RIDDEL.
of the post, the sheets of packing covering ' |
the pockets, and the metal plates covering YWitnesses:
the packing-sheets and secured in p031t10n SEYMOUR W. CONDON,

Substantmlly as specified. * R. W. DAYTON.
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