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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, CHRISTOPHER J. THEU-
ERNER, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Newark, in the county of Kssex and
State of New Jersey, have invented certain

-new and useful Improvements in Secret-L.ock-

ing Boxes; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which 1t apper-
tains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and

to the letters of reference marked thereon,

which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to secret - locking
boxes, and more especially to that class hav
Ing a concealed or secret drawer.

The invention as modified is &ppllcable to
charms, lockets, pendants, or other similar
articles of jewelry.

My object is to provide a locking-box hav-
ing a supplemental or secret drawer which,
without close scrutiny on the part of the ob-
server, would indicate an ordinary box and
drawer, the secret drawer being difficult of
access to any one not acquainted with its
concealed locking mechanism.

To this end the invention consists in the
oeneral combination and arrangement of the
various parts constituting the locking-box and
in the means whereby the secret drawer and
its locking device are concealed from view,
as helelnafter set forth, and finally pmnted
out in the claim.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which similar letiers of reference indicate
corresponding parts, Figure 1 is a plan view
of the locking-box with the visible drawer
drawn out to its full limit. Fig. 1+ 1is a plan
view with the visible drawer drawn out to its
full limit and the secret drawer partially
drawn out. Fig.1"?is a sectional view of Kig.
14, taken on the line z. Fig. 2 is a sectional
view of Fig. 1, taken on the line «. I'ig. 3 1s
a plan view of the visible and secret drawers
detached from the outside box. Iig. 4 1S a
Fig. 5 is a front view
of the outside box with the drawers removed
therefrom, showing the locking mechanism
inside and at the rear end of the said outside
Fig. 6 is a longitudinal sectional view

lattertoitsopeningand closing extent..
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sectwnal view of the outside box as modlﬁed
showing a ring pendant connected with the
locklnn 111@011.51;1115111 Fig.8 is a rear end view
of FIU‘ 7, and Fig. 9 the same view with the
ring pendant removed.

In said drawings, A desmnates the Olltblde

box of the lockmtr-bo‘{ B, the visible, and C -

the secret, dldwel theleof and D the end
plate of the outside box.

The visible drawer B telescopes in the.out-
side box A and slides freely in or out of the
Small

outwardly-projecting ﬂanﬂ'es ¢ on the sides

and at the inner end of the visible drawer B _
“come in contact with similar flanges inversely

located on the interior of the outside box A,
thereby preventing the said drawer from be-

ing entirely withdrawn.
The secret drawer C is adapted to fit fric-
tion-tight in the visible drawer B, which 1is
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]:)I‘OVlded with inwardly-projecting flanges O

on its upper edges and extending its entlre
length, under which the upper edﬂ'ee. of the
secret dr awer C work. Thesaid 5eeret drawer
C is provided at its rear end with two stop
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lugs or guards ¢, which strike the end plate

D When the drawer is closed, and thus pre-
vent dislocation of or injury to the locking
mechanism, otherwise liable to take place by
the parts bemn* forced too tightly together.

Itis further prowdect with a bevel- faced latch
or hook d, which engages with a correspond-
ing hook on the end plaﬁce D, as will herein-
&fter be seen.

"The end plate D is provided near ltb center
and on its interior side with a transverse bar
e, having a bevel-faced hook 7, and alsu with
£W0 1uﬂ*s g, all of which are integral with said
plate. This plate is held in plaoe by and
travels upon two small rods /., extending
through the lugs g and the extremities of the
cross-bar e, said rods I reaching from side to
side in the interior and at the rear end of the

outside box A, being secured to the latter by

lugs 72 in each corner thereof. On eachrod /i
are coiled springs 7, adapted to maintain the

hook fin locking relation with the correspond-

ing hook d on the real' end of the secretdrawer

[ With which it engages and forms the lock-

ing-connection between the end plate D and
the said drawer C. The mode of operatingis

of the 011t31de box. Fig. 7 is a longitudinal | as follows: The locking-box beling in 1ts nor-
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mal or locked position, the drawer I3 may be
freely drawn out or in at pleasure. 'I'0 open
the secret drawer, however, it is necessary to
disengage the locking mechanism by retrac-
tion or lateral pressure upon the end plate D
applied from the outside and with both draw-
ers closed. The drawer B is then withdrawn
and . carries with it the secret drawer C by
means of the frictional relation between the
sald two drawers, as heretofore noted. Inclos-

Ingthedrawer B, the secret drawer C is carried
inward with it and is locked automatieally to

the end plate D by means of the hook d, en-
gaging with the corresponding spring-actu-
ated hook f on the interior side of the said

plate. |
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Inthemodificationof thelocking-box,adapt-
ing it to be used as a locket, charm, or simi-
lar article of jewelry, instead of the end plate
D being the actuating-point, whereby the lock-

ing mechanism is disengaged, a ring pendant
L is substituted for the said plate. This plate,

which we will now designate as E, is integral
with the outside box A,and is provided with a
small longitudinal perforation or slotm. The
ring pendant &, provided with a flat base-plate

l, which conceals the slot m, has a shank ex-

tending through the said slot and firmly se-
cured to the cross-bare, in this case detached
from the end E. The connection being thus
formed between the ring pendant and the

| locking mechanism, the locket or charm is

now operated, 1n the same manner as the

locking-box described above, by retraction of
the ring pendant.

Having described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— .

Theimproved locking-box, consisting of the

outside box A, provided with the rods /7, se-

cured in the inside and at the rear end thereof,
the drawer B, telescoping in the said box A,
the secret drawer C, fitting friction-tight in
the drawer B and provided at its inner end
with the stop-lugs ¢ and the hook d, the end
plate D, covering the rear end of the box A
and provided with the luygs ¢g,and the spring-
actuated cross-bar e,having the hook f
on, the said plate D being held in place by
and traveling upon the rods 2 and adapted

to engage automatically in locking relation

with the drawer C and to be disengaged there-
from by retraction of the plate D, all com-

and described. |
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
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there-~
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bined and arranged substantially as set forth
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have hereunto set my hand this 21st day of

May, 1890.
CHRISTOPHER J. THEUERNER.
Witnesses:
CHARLES H. PELL,
OSCAR A. MICHEL.
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