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To all whom it may concern.

Be it known that I, HUGH RICHARD RUSK
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Rutherford, in the county of Bergen and State
of New Jersey, have invented a new and use-
of which the following is a
specification.

- T'his invention has relation to a coat-holder;
and among the objectsin view are to provide
a cheap and simple device adapted for sup-
porting coats, shawls, &c., said device being
designed for application to the backs:- of
chairs or seats in theaters, railway-coaches,
or to other convenient points, and so con-
stracted as when not in use to automatically
contract and avoid being in the way.

With the above gener al objectsin view the
invention consists in a supporting-chain con-

nected at its ends to the back of a chair or

other point, and in such a manner as to be
slack, and, furthermore, in a coiled spring

inclosing the chain and having ifs ends con-

nected to links in the chain located near the
ends of the latter,so that said chain is drawn
taut between its points of connection with
the chair-back and the spring, and by the
same movement of the spring is slackened 1in
that portion of its length lying inside of and
between the ter mnmlq of the coils of the

springs.

Referring to the dmum% mee 118 a
rear e]evatwn of a portion of alallway chair,
the same being provided with a coat-holder
constructed in accordance with my inven-
tion, a coat being supported by the holder.
IFig. 2 18 a detail in elevation of the holder,
the same being shown in its conlracted posi-
tion and applied.
tion of the chain, illustrating the preferred
form of link employed.

Like numerals of reference indicate like
parts in all the figures of the drawings.

1 designates the back of a chair, or it may

Fig. 3 1s a detail of a por-

be & wall or other suitable support, in which

1s 1nserted a suitable distance apart a pair of
opposite screw-eyes 2.

g designales a chain of a length greater
than the distance between the screw-eyes, the
ends of the chain being connected to said
eyes. Thechainis preferably formed of ellip-

tical or elongated links, so that the same as a
whole is.capable of contraction to a degree
that will accord with the distance between
the eyes 2.

4 designates a coiled spring, thmuwh which
passes the chain, said spring being of & length
nearly to agree with the distance between
the screw-eyes, and has it ends or terminals
connected, as at 5, to opposite links of the
chain, which links occur near said eyes, as
shown. The nature of the spring is such
that by the insertion of a coat, as shown in
Fig. 1,said spring will be rela,xed orstretched,

the relaxation being limited by the length of

the chain, so that the chain sustains the
weight of the garment supported thereby, as
will be readily apparent. In this manner
coats may be supported conveniently from
the backs of chairs or the walls of coaches,
and thus not encumber the chairs and the
passages.

Brlocating the device upon the upper edge
or top of the back of the chair the device may
be employed either to the back or front of
the back, and in the latter instance coats or
shawls may be thus secured in position so
that they will answer as a head-rest for the
occupant of the chair. As soon as the gar-
ment is removed and the chainrelieved of its
weight the spring is released and automati-
ca,ll} contracts, thus drawing the chain taut
between the eyes and returning to a position
between said eyes, whereby it is out of the
way of persons occupying the seat.

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim is—

In a coat-holder, the GOl.llbIl’lELtIOI], with a
chain and suitable suspension devices to
which the endsof the chain are attached and
between which the chain is slack, of a coiled
spring through which the chain is passed,
the spring being of a lesslength than the dis-
tance between the suspension devices and

35

6o

75

30

Qo

having 1its ends connected to links of the

chain a short distance from the ends thereof,
and serving to draw taut those portions thew-
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of lying betweeu the suspension devices and

the ends of the spring and to slacken that
portion thereof lying inside of and between

the terminal coils of the springs, substan-

tially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have heretoaffixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

HUGH RICHARD RUSK.

Witnesses: |

S. YAN VLIET,
MYRON R. JUPP,
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