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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 447,257, dated February 24, 1'891.-'
Application filed September 15, 1890, Serial No. 364,934._ (No model,)

Lo all whom it may concern,. -

Be itknown that I, THOMAS J. PARKINSON,
of Pittsburg, in the county of Allegheny and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Beds, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this Specification,
in which— | |

Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view of my
improved bed, the section being on the line
11 of Fig. 2. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the bed.
Fig. 3 is a vertical cross-section on the line
III IITof Fig.1. Fig.4isasimilarview show-
ing the bed widened; and Fig. 5 is a detail
view partly in section.

Like symbols of reference indicate like

In the drawings, 2 represents the bedstead,
which is of the usual construetion, one of the

advantages of my improved bed being its

easy application to bedsteads of proper size
of any of the well-known forms without the
necessity for special adaptation or modifica-
tion thereof. | :

o represents the rectangular frame forming
partof the bed proper. Inthisframe are the
two mattress-supporting sections 4 5, which
are- pivotally secured at their meeting ends
to the frame 3 by means of transverse bars 6,
which extend from side to side of the frame.

EKach bed-section 4 5 may be raised on the

axes of the bars 6 into an inclined position
suitable to the requirements of the invalid,
and for the purpose of upholding the sections
in the positionsin which theyare set I employ

curved levers 9, of which there are preferably

two for each bed-section, connected by means
of cross-braces 10 and fixed to cross-shafts 11,
which are journaled in the side rails of the
frame 3. The upper faces of the levers 9 are
provided with teeth to conform to teeth formed
an the under side of<the side railsof the bed-
sections 4 and 5, and to the shafts are prefer-
ably affixed weighted armsor levers 12, which
tend to turn the shafts and to elevate the
levers 0. -

Lhe operation of adjusting my improved |
bed is as follows: The section to be inelined,

whether it be the section at the head or foot
of the bed, is raised by means of a strap or

=

otherwise, and the weights on thelevers 9 per-
taining to thatbed-section automatically raise
said levers as the bed-section is raised. The

contact and engagement of the teeth on the 55

levers with the teeth on the bed-section hold
the latter in whatever position it may be
placed. Anysuitable means may be employed
to raise the bed-section; but I prefer to use

a Very power-
ful leverage, which enables the bed-section to

be lifted with ease. Tolower the bed-section
| again into a horizontal position, I raise it
slightly so as to disengage’its teeth from the 6 5

teeth of the levers 9,and then depress the le-

“vers, preferably by raising with the foot one

of the weighted arms 12. In this manner the
bed-section may be lowered with ease and very
gradually into the desired position. '
In order that the frame 8 and its auxiliary
parts may be capable of adjustment to suit
beds of varioussizes, I construct them as fol-
lows: Hach side rail of the frame 3 is made of
two parts ¢ and b, connected by a rod 14, fixed
to one part and entering a longitudinal socket
in the other, so that the parts may be elon-

gated or drawn together lengthwise to vary

the length of the frame. When properly ad-
justed, the parts are held by

15. Toadjust the bed-framelaterally, so that

1t may suit bed-frames of various widths, T

make each of the end rails b’ of the frame 3
of two parallel parts joined by a sliding con-
nection, such as a dovetail joint,
may. be elongated, as desired. The bars 11 , ON
which the levers 9 are mounted, are also capa-
ble of elongation, each being made of tele-
scopically-connected pipe-sections provided
with a lock-bolt ¢. 'The pivotal barsé of the

sections 4 and 5, the bars 6” 6/, which connect

and brace the side rails of these sections, and
the bars 10, connecting the levers J, are each
made in like manner of telescopically-con-

‘the strap, since by placing it at or near the 3o
end of the bed-section I obtain

70.

75

means of set-bolts 8o

S0 that they 8s

1910

nected sections,and are capable of elongation 93

to afford lateral adjustment of the bed-frame
and 1ts sections.
Iclaim— -
1. The combination of a bed-frame adapted
to be set in and removed from a bed and piv-
oted bed-sections set in the frame, said bed-

100

frame having side rails formed of parts rela-
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tively movable longitudinally to vary the

length of the frame, substantially as and for
the purposes described. -

9 “The combination of a hed-frame adapted

s to be set in and removed from a bed, and p1v-

oted bed-sections set in the frame, sald bed-

frame having transverse connecting -bars

formed of parts relatively movable longitudi-

nally to vary the widthof the frame, and said

1o pivoted sections having also transverse con-

| necting-bars formed of parts relatively mova-
ble longitudinally fora like purpose, substan-
tially as and for the purposes described.

In testimony whereof T have hereuntoset my
hand this 9th day of September, A. D. 1890.

THOMAS J. PARKINSON.

VWitnesses: |
SAMUEL L. ALLEN,
| - JAMES DRYAR,
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