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To all whom Lo QY CONCEriy:

Be it known that I, SIMON F FRAZIER, of
(Quenemo, in the county of Osage and State of
ILansas, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Boot or Shoe Cases, of which
the following is a specification.

Boots and shoes are usually stored and

‘shipped in boxes holding one dozen pairs.

Boots are shipped in oblonn boxes tapering
from one end to the other to accommodate

- the different sizes, and to ¢et the full benefit

of the peculiar shape of the boot in nesting
the boxes are usually unprovided with parti-
tions, as partitions would occupy one-third
of the room, the bottom of the boot being
broadest across the ball and narrowest across
the instep, so that by reversing each pair the
ball of one pair nests in the instep of the
other, allowing them to lap over, as it were.
This could not be done with a partition.

- These shipping-boxes are generally used by
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dealers to display goods in and to sell from,
and without some device to prevent them
from falling overafter one or more pairshave
been removed, and becoming disarranged and
exposed to dust and light, they' are very un-
satisfactory.

To furnish a neater and bettel case, one

that will accommodate any sizes of boots and
will hold the boots in place against falling

over after one or more pairs have been re-

moved without increasing the size of the box
or interfering with their nesting, iS the obj ect
of my mventlon

IFfigure 1 18 a sectional perspectwe view of
the lower half of a case constructed in ac-
cordance with my invention. Tig. 2is a per-
spective view of ‘a complete case with the
side removed. Ifig. 3 shows the manner of
packing the pairs of boots in the case., Fig.
4 18 a perspective view of the partition-rack,
and Kigs. 5 and 6 are details of the blocks
forholdmcr the ends of the partition-rack.

The case A is rectangular in form, (nearly
square,) divided into two compmtments by
an adjustable rack P, either of one or more
slats or boards, running in approximately
horizontal position through the case, but
made adjustable to any angle, to be governed
by the variety of sizes desired to be shipped
in the case. The width of the case is su:

~adjusting

.suppose to be number nines.
fi- | end and 1oweunn‘ the other (either in ﬂlOOV@d

| cient to hold six pairs side by side, the height

sufficient to hold tworows of any desired sizes
with partition-rack between, and the depth

from front to rear sufficient to aczommodate
any length of leg in boots or height in shoes.
| Each compartment is provided with five self-

- guides ¢, hung to the top by screw
s in the center, which a,cts as a pivot and al-
lows the nmde free side motion at each end.
The nmdes may vary tosome extentin shape
and size, the most desirable shape belng a
three-sided.strip with two sides eoncaved to
fit the circular shape of the leg and heel of
boot. The guides are hung in the center, so
that when the ends of two approach eaeh
other the opposite ends separate.

The following are some of the advantages

of the adjustable or self-adjusting guides, and

also of the partition-rack: Boots are usually

shipped in assorted sizes, men’s sizes running
from No. 6 toNo. 12, these two numbers being
the extreme sizes. There is one-third of an
inch difference in length between sizes.
obvious that if the box is not tapering to ac-
commodate the different sizes some other
means must be resorted to, This is the ob-
ject of making the partition-rack adjustable.
Should there be but two sizes shipped in the
case, the rack could run horizontally across
in position parallel to the top and bottom.

- To fully illustrate the uses and especial ad-
vantages of the adjustable rack, let us sup-
pose the cases are all made at the factory of
uniform size to hold two rows of number

nines, as this is an average of the sizes of -

men’s wear. Eachsideofthe caseisfitted with
a block b, with a coneave to receive the parti-
tion-rack.
partition-rack in the concave the rack 1s ad-
justed to any desired inelination, or a block 07,
withthreeanglesorgroovesof differentdepths,
with deepest groove above on one side and be-
low on the other, may be used. Let us place
the partition-rack squarely across or at right
angles, with one end in top or deepest groove
on one side and in bottom and deepest groove
on the other side. This will divide the casein
two equal compartments, and this will accoms-
modate boots of one size only, which we will
By raising one
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or concaved block)twomoresizescanbeplaced

in—say eight and ten, being equal tonineand
nine. Bystillraising and lowering we accom-
modate eleven and seven, and so on to twelve
and six, three changes or grooves only being
necessary to accommodate all sizes in men’s
wear. The guides, ten in number, placed one
between each pairin top of each compartment,
hold each pair in position while in transit

and guide the boot in proper position while |

heing slid into and out of the case, and pre-
vent the boots from rubbing and chafing
each otherand keep the legs in natural shape.
The guides being self-adjusting, allow them
to scpﬂmte at one end and approach each
other at the other. This is done to fit the
shape of the boot while nested together, the
top of leg being wider than the lower or heel
portlon,as Qh()wn in Fig. 1. Suppose we start
the toe or broadest end of a pair in between
twoguides. The guides, being on pivots in the

center. will separate at front and allow the

bootsto enter freely. Asthe boots are guided
farther in and reach the center pivot the
cuides become parallel. Asthebootsare still
rrmded in the rear of the center the guides
sepamte and the front ends appro oach each
other at the front or heel of the boots and
clamp the boot full length, holding it in nat-
ural position and leavi ng the 0111(]@5 at an
angle to each other. The next pair is re-
"&-"-'ersed by putting heel or narrow end in first.
As they enter and pass the center the guides
separate at front to accommodate the top of
leg or broadest end and approach each other
at rear, thus clamping this pair full length,
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and so on each pair has a natural bearing
full Iength, holding each pair in position. I
may pmmde the bottom of each com partment
with five guides, as above, if desired. These
guides answer the full purposes of a parti-
tion when used as a display-case, and when

one or more pairs shall have been removed the
remaining ones keep their true and natural

posttions, the same as if provided with parti-
tions between each pair. The guides are
more desirable than a partition, being cheap-
er, lichter, and save the space that a parti-
tion would occupy. The guides allow the
boots to bear against each other. This keeps
the boots moist and pliable, whereas if sepa-

rated by a partition they would dry out and
become harsh and stiff from the absorption of

the oil by the wood.
I[Taving thus described my invention, whatl

claim as new 1s—

1. A boot or shoe case having a series of
ouides or strips centrally pwoted to the side
of the case, substantially as shown and de-
scribed. |

2. The combination of the casing A, the
centrally-pivoted guide-strips ¢, the grooved
or notched pieces 0? attached to the sides of
the case, and the removable partition P,
adapted to be adjustably held in the notched
side pieces, and provided, also, with centrally-
pivoted guide-strips ¢, substantially as shown

and described.,
SIMON I, TRAZIER.

Wi tn_esses :
C. W. CROSS,
JOHN . SHAVER.
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