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Unrrep STATES PATENT OFFICE.

" ASA B. ADAMS, OF WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS.

TYPE-DISTRIBUTING HOLDER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 447,124, dated February 24,1891,
Application filed September 24, 1890, Serial No. 366,022. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

- zen of the United States residing at Worceq-,

Be it known that I, AsA B. ApDAMS, a cm-

- ter, in the county of Worcester and State. of

LI

\Iassachnsetts have invented certain new
and useful Impmvements in Type-Distribut-
ing Holders; and I dohereby declare that the
followmw is a full, clear, and exact descrip-

~ tion theleof WhlGh 1In connection with -the

IO

drawings m.:Lkan‘ a part of this specification,

- will enable others skilled in the art to which

- 20

30

40

45

50

my 111\?@1:1’[1011 belongs to make and use the
sa.me.

My invention relates to a ty pe- dlStl‘lblltll]U‘-

holder or to-a device adapted to hold a hand-
ful of type and to be used in distributing-
type after the same has been used and re-
moved from the forms.
It will be understood by those skilled in the
art that in the ordinary practice of distribut-
ing type by printers a handful of typeis held
in the left hand of the printer,and with the
right hand the top line of the type and each
succeeding line is removed and distributed
until all the type is distributed. By this
method the left hand, which holds the type,

becomes stiff and cramped and the type act
injuriously on the hand. |

The object of my invention is to do awajyx

enfirely with the holding of the type in the
hand, and to substitute a 31mple and effective
device for holding a handful of type which
shall operate to move or feed up the type as
the top line of type is removed, so that each
line of type will always be in swht and in po-
sition to be taken by the 110'}113 hand of the
printer to be distributed.

My invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures of construction and operation of a type-
distributing holder, as will be hereinafter fully
described.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a

front view of my type-distributing holder se-

cured in place with a line of type in posi-
tion ready to be taken by the right hand of
the user to be distributed. Fig. 2 is a cross-
section on line z x, Fig. 3, looking in the di-
rection of the arrow q, Kig. 5. Fig. 3 is a
front view, corresponding to Fig. 1, with the
type removed and the carriage and parts con-

nected therewith shown in their lowest posi- |

mialll

direction of arrow b, Fig. 2, the coil-spring
being partially broken away and a supple-
mental slide secured at the front side of the
type-holder.

In the accompanying dt.fm ings, 1 is the
base-block or frame of the- holder, preferably
made of metal with the forked arm 2 extend-
ing down from one end thereoi and made in-
teﬂ'ml therewith. The forkedarm 2

55

6o

is adapted

to extend over the edge 3 of the case and be -

clamped thereto by athumb screw 4, or other-
wise, thus holding the base-block 1 ﬁ1 mly on
the upper edge of the case, as shownin Fig. 1.

Upon the front and back edge of the base-
block 1 are the movable vise-jaws or plates 5 -

and 6, heldinplaceand adapted tobetightened

and loosened by thumb-serews 7 to secureand

| hold in position the back adjustable slide 3

and the supplemental front adjustable slide
0 when the sameisused. Theslide Sextends
up at the rear of the base-block 1 and forms
an adjustable back or support against which
the type rest. DBy means of the vise-plate 6
the slide 8 may be adjusted and removed when
desired for any purpose

Two small rods 10 extend up from the rear
pmt of the base-block 1 in front of the slide

8 and serve to hold the type away from said

slide, so that they will not press and bear
against thesame and lessen the friction there-
on. In one end of the base-block 1 is secured
the lower end of the rod 11, which extends
up at right angles to said base-block. On the
rod 11 moves up and down the movable car-
riage 12, consisting of the angle-piece having
the base portion 12’ on which the type 1est
and the upright p01t1011 12”7, having the pro-
jections 13 and 13/,
through which therod 11 extends.  The lower
projection 13 is provided with a thumb-screw

14, which bears at its inner end against the

rod 11, and serves to secure the carriage 12
at the lower end of the rod 11, resting on the

base-block 1, as shown in Figs.1 and 2, or at
~any desired elevation on said rod 11. One end-

of a coil-spring 15 is.secured to the thumb-
screw 14 and tlm other end is secured to a
thumb-serew 16 in a collar 17, movable up or

down on theupper part of the rod 11, and se-

cured thereon by the thumb-screw 16. The
purpose of the coiled spring 15 is to counter-

tlon_., and Iig. 4 18 a side view lookmn* in the i bala,nee the weln'ht of the type placed on the
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carriage 12 and to cause said carriage to be | the same, so as to move freely, by the rods 10.

gradually inoved upward as the top line of the
type 1s removed to be distributed.

In order to regulate the action of the coiled
spring 15 forlines of type of different length,
I provide a friction deviee to bear on the rod
11, and which in this instance consists of a
flat spring 18, attached at its lower end on
the lower projection 13 of the carriage 12 by
a thumb-screw 19 and at its upper end by a
thumb-serew 20. Said thumb-screws 19 and
20 are adapted to secrewin and outin the pro-
jections 13 and 18’. (See Fig. 3.) The fric-
tion of said spring 18 on the rod 11 is in-
creased or diminished by turning in or out
the thumb-serews 19 and 20.
~ In case of small type or to prevent the type

bein g accidentally knocked off of the carriage

20

12, I may employ a supplemental front ad-

Justable slide 9, secured in the front part of

- the base-block 1, and extending up in front

of the tvpe, as shown in Fig. 4. -
- From the above deseription, in connection

~with the drawings, the operation of my type-
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distributing holder will be readily understood
by those skilled in the art, and is as follows:
The. base-block 1 is secured to the edge of
the case or a partition in the case by means
of the clamp 2 and thumb-screw 4. The mov-
able carriage 12 is lowered to its lowest posi-
tion, resting on the base-block 1, as shown in
Figs. 1 and 2, and the thumb-serew 14 tight-

‘ened to hold the carriage 12 in place against !

the action of the coiled spring 15. A hand-

ful of type 1s then placed on the base portion |

12” of the movable carriage 12, and rests

against the back slide 8 and is held out from |

!

If desired, the supplemental front slide 9 is

secured in frout of the type. The thumb-
screw 14 1s loosened and the spring 15 acts to

cause the carriage 12 to move up gradually
as the top lines of type are removed, so that

the top line preparatory to being removed will
be in the position shown in Fig. 1. The ac-
tion of the coiled spring 15 is regulated by

the friction-spring 18 to adjust the action of

sald spring 15 to the weight of the type by
thumb-screws 19 and 20, which are turned in
to increase the friction of the spring 18 on

“the rod 11, and turned out to diminish the

friction. .

IHaving thus described my inveation, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— e

- 1. As a new article of manufacture, a type-
distributing holder consisting of the station-

ary frame part and the movable carriage for
the type, and means for regulating the mo-
tion of said carriage, substantially as set forth.

2. In a type-distributing holder, the combi-
nation, with the stationary frame, of the mov-
able carriage for the type and means forrais-
1ng said carriage for the purpose stated, sub-
stantially as set forth.

3. In atype-distributing holder, the combi-
nation, with the stationary frame, of a spring-
actuated carriage on which the type are ecar-
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ried and raised to be distributed, substantially

as set forth.
- ASA . ADAMS.
Witnesses: |
- JOHN C. DEWERY,
EDMUND SEYMOUR.
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