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To all whom it may concern:

- UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM G. RUSSELL, JR., OF WINCHESTER, VIRGINTA.

TRUNK.

SPECIFIOATIO_N forming part of Letters Patent No. 446,890, dated February 24, 1891,
| Application filed September 19,1890, Serial No. 365,497, (No model.)

J—

Be it known that I, WILLIAM G. RﬁSSELL,
Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing at
Winchester, in the county of Frederick and

State of Virginia, have invented a new and

useful Trunk, of which
specification.

T'his invention has relation to improve-
ments in trunks, and is especially designed
as a sample-trunk for use by commercial trav-
elers or salesmen, but, as will hereinafter ap-
pear, may be used to great advantage by trav-
elers of any kind. - - |
- 1he objects of the invention are to provide
a trunk of large or small capacity, adapted to
receive various samples of lines of articles or
clothing, and which will permit of access to
any portion of the trunk without disturbing
or disarranging articles in other portions
thereof, and also to avoid the necessity of a
salesman carrying samples of several lines

the following is a

from handling heavy baggage while in the

act of exhibiting any one line.

Various other objects and advantages of
the invention will hereinafter appear, and
the novel features thereof will be particularly
pointed out in the claims.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a

- perspective of a trunk constructed in accord-
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ance with my invention. TFig. 2 is a similar
view of a modification, in the latter instance
the trunlk being designed for use by ordinary
travelers. Tig. 3 is a vertical longitudinal
section of Iig. 1. Fig. 4 is a perspective of
one of the trays removed. Fig.5 isa similar
view of one of the tray-supporting frames.
Fig. 6 is a modification of the same.

I.ike numerals of reference indicate like
parts in all the figures of the drawings. |

1 designates a rectangular trunk, the top
of which is made fast with the side walls
thereof, and said trunk may be constructed
of any material and is properly bound and
braced by the usual trimmings.

The end walls of the trunk (designated as

2) are provided with rabbeted edges 3, ex-

tending entirely around said wall, and the

latter is removably mounted in a pair of op-
posite vertical guide-grooves 4, formed in the

50 ends of the side walls of the trunk, and in a

continuation of said guides formed in the

bottom of the trunk. These end walls are |

- frames.

' provided with handles 5 for liftiug the trunk

and also for withdrawing vertically the end
walls from the grooves. The ends of the top
of the trunk terminate short of the ¢nd walls
of the trunk, and have hinged thereto oppo-
site end lids 6, adapted to close over the up-

per ends of the end walls and to be locked

thereto by the lock 7. |

3 designates a tray-supporting frame, there
being employed in the present instance two
of said frames.
will readily suggest themselves, and I herein
illustrate two simple forms, considering the
one shown in Fig. 5 as best adapted for trunks

designed to carry light goods, and the one

shown in Fig. 6 as the one best adapted for
heavy goods.

In Iig. 5 I employ a series of transverse
metallic straps 9, the extremities of which are
upwardly bent, as at 10, and riveted to the
sides of the trunk, the rivets also passing

through metal re-enforcing straps 11, secured

to the outside of the trunk. These straps

support a series of slide-straps 12, and upon

the latter are mounted two or more trays, in
accordance with the distance apart of the
15 designates the trays, and the
same are preferably formed of pasteboard
or light wood and are provided with remov-
ably loosely-fitting covers14. Inthe present
instance I have illustrated a series of six
trays; but it will be apparent that the num-
ber may be increased or decreased, and the
tray-supporting framesincreased or decreased
or wholly omitted.

In Ifig. 6 I have illustrated a stronger con-
struction of frame, and in the same I employ
a pair of L-shaped metal cleats, riveted to the
opposite side walls of the trunk and to the
metallic re-enforcing strips. These cleats 15
are connected at intervals by cross-strips 16
and constitute a strong and efficient frame.

As shown in Fig. 2, T may form the end
walls of the trunk in the usual manner—that
is, stationary—and provide said end walls
with opposite grooves near one edge, in which
i1s removably inserted the front wall 162, In
this instance, also, I omit the hinged end lids
or covers and locate the same at the front
edge of the trunk, as clearly shown. A trunk
thus constructed permits of access to any of
the various trays without a disturbance of
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any of the other trays in the series. Thus a
lower tray may be withdrawn and the goods
therein removed or exhibited and the tray
replaced without disturbing the remaining
trays.

In instances where the trunk is used by
traveling salesmen, for which purpose the
trunk is especially designed, said trunk may
be placed either end to the front in the rear
end of the wagon and backed up in {ront of
the store and any tray desired removed and
carried into the store for exhibiting samples
and securing orders. The salesman 18 tlius
saved the trouble of carrying heavy luggage
from store to store and tossing over and 1n-
diseriminately mixing possibly two or three
other lines of samples for the purpose of gain-
ing access to a desired line.

Iaving described my invention, what 1L
claim is—

1. A trunk two of the opposite walls ot
which are provided at corresponding ends
with vertical grooves, a wall mounted for
sliding in the same, a fixed cover terminating
short of the removable wall, and a lid hinged
to the cover and adapted to overlap the re-
movable wall, substantially as specified.

2. A trunk provided at the ends of 1its op-
posite side walls with vertical grooves and
having its upper or top wall terminating short
of the ends of the trunk and provided with
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hinged lids, opposite end walls rabbeted to
fit within the grooves and adapted to be in-
closed by the lids, a series of frames secured
within the trunk, and & series ol removable
trays mounted on the frames, substantially
as specilied.

3. A trunk provided with a removable wall,
a series of trays located within thé trunk,
and frames for supporting the trays, said
frames consisting of a series of transverse
strips, the ends of which are bent and riveted
to the walls of the trunlk and to opposite re-
enforcing strips secured outside the trunk,
and a series of slide-strips securing the trans-
verse strips, substantially as specified.

4. A trunk having its side walls near its
ends provided with grooves and 1ts upper or
top wall terminating short of the ends of the
trunk and provided with hinged lids, remov-
able end walls rabbeted to fit within the
arooves in the side walls and adapted to be
inclosed by the lids, and a series of remov-
able trays mounted within the trank, sub-
stantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

' presence of two witnesses.

WILLTAM G. RUSSELL, JR.
Witnesses:
T.. N. B.&iRTON,
ILEE R. GRIM.
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