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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL E. PAINTER, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Cran-
berry, in the county of Venango and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Can-Openers; and I
do declare the following to be a full, clear, and

- exact description of the invention, snch as will
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enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-

pertains to make and use the same, reference

being had to the acecompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

This Invention has relation to improve-
ments in that class of devices-known as “ can-
openers;’” and it consists in the novel con-
struction and arrangeinent of the same, all as
will be hiereinafter more fully described.

T'he annexed drawings, to which reference
is made, fully illustrate my invention, in
which— |

Figure 1 represents a side view of my im-
proved can-opener. Fig. 2 is an edge view of
the same.
and Fig. 4 is a detall view.

Referring by letter to the accompanying
drawings, A designates the can-opener, con-
sisting of the handle portion a, the point or
insertion portion b, which is provided with
the offset or shoulders ¢ ¢/, which latter rest
upon and ride over the top of the can when
the tool is in operation, and the cutter d,
which is secured to the side of the handle,

- projects beyond the shoulder ¢’ and cuts the

top in the usual circular manner. |
The point or cutting end of this can-opener
1s provided with a slideway e, the lower end
of which has outlets or openings f f on each
side of the point of the tool, while the oppo-
site end of said slideway has a shoulder g.
Within this slideway is a movable plate or

slide £, the lower end- /t” of which is forked, |

Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view, |

| forming two spring-fingers 4 4, which Iie

within the guideway when the slide is in its
normal position. To the end 5 of theslide is
secured a rod 7, which passes through a
staple &, the head ! of which rests in one or
the other openings m m, formed in the side
of the handle. ‘It will thus be seen that the
fingers when the tool is not in use are hidden
from view, and are held in this position by
the head of the rod engaging the top noteh or
opening aforesaid, and when it is desired to
open a can the point of the opener is forced
through the top thereof, after which the slide
1s forced downward by the rod, thus foreing
outwardly the spring-fingers, which will then
be within the can and below the top thereof,
thereby retaining the top or lid between the
twoshoulderscc” and the spring-fingers at the

same time the bead of therodengagesthelower

notch .and holds said fingers in position, and
when said opener is so arranged as to grasp
or hug the Iid the opener cannot become ac-
cidentally displaced, and the cutting is per-
formed with the greatest ease, and it is sim-
ple in operation, durable, and at the same

“time cheap to manufacture. -

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— |

1The can-opener deseribed, consisting of the
handle portion, the end for insertion in a can,
having the shoulders and cutter, the slideway
and slide provided with the fingers, the rod
secured tosaid slide, and means, substantially
as described, for holdingsaid rod in position.
- Intestimony whereof I'affix my signature in

‘presence of two witnesses.

SAMUEL E. PAINTER.

- Witnesses: -
J. B. MCALLISTER,
HARLEY W. FISHER.
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